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More than anyone bargained for 


WTO protests 
Surprise trade reps 
and activists alike 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


embedded in her mind for a long, 

long time. When Deborah Robb 
walked across a bridge over the 
interstate highway that cuts 
through Seattle and gazed down 
towards Puget Sound and the city’s 
downtown core, she saw joyous 
street carnivals at some intersec- 
tions, ominous clouds of tear gas ris- 
ing from others and police 
helicopters hovering above. It was a 
surreal sight—the city resembled a 
war zone. Equally prominent in 
Robb’s memory is one of the chants 
protesters constantly repeated all 
throughout the massive anti-World 
Trade Organization (WTO) demon- 
strations: “This is what democracy 
looks like.” 

Robb, a member of the People’s 
Action Network (PAN) and manager 
of Earth’s General Store, was one of 
roughly three dozen 
Edmontonians who 
made the long trek 
to Seattle about 
three weeks ago to par- 
ticipate in a series of planned and 
impromptu rallies against the 
WTO's agenda of globalization and 
free trades Last Sunday afternoon, 
several of them gathered again at 
the Stanley Milner Library to share 
personal stories and experiences 
from Seattle with those who could 
not (or did not) attend. It was a 


[= a scene that will remain 


debriefing session, an opportunity 
to discuss highs and lows and les- 
sons learned. It was also meant to 
inspire activists—and to remind 





The awful truth about 
the WTO 








By MICHAEL MOORE 
Sa 





[Activist,.. filmmaker, TV host and notori- 
ous liberal Michael Moore was one of 
the thousands of citizens who travelled 
to Seattle to voice his opposition to the 
WTO, He reported back on what he saw 
there in his Web Letter of December 7.] 









They never knew what hit them. They 
had assumed it would be business as 
usual, the way it had been for 
decades. Rich men gather, meet, 
decide the fate of the world, then 
return home to amass more wealth. 
It's the way it’s always been. 

- Until Seattle. 

On the morning of Kovember 30, 
1999, as government officials from 
135 nations attempted to meet with 
the largest gathering ever of corporate 
executives, tens of thousands of aver- 
age everyday working Americans shut 
| down the city of Seattle and physically 
| prohibited the hoped-for historic and 
official 


































merger of the earth’s political” 
iness elite, : a 


on their biggest supporters —their 
loyal workers, those Reagan Democ- 
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them that their real work is only 
just beginning. 

“I didn’t sleep the night before,” 
says Robb, talking about her first 
large action of the week, a “carnival 
of resistance” slated for Tuesday, 
November 30 and accordingly 
dubbed “N30” by protesters. “My 
pick-up was at 4:30 or five in the 
morning,” she continues, “and 
there was much to prepare.” N30 
was the day demonstrators marched 
downtown and, through sheer num- 
bers and strategic positioning, man- 
aged to delay the conference's 
opening meetings. 

“We were so focussed on what 
we were committed to doing,” 
recalls Robb, “there didn’t seem to 
be any question about taking over 
the streets. It was so well-organized 
and there was so much support that 
I felt so confident.” 


The prattle of Seattle 


N30 was also the day protesters and 
their “people before profits” mes- 
sage first captured the full atten- 
tion of the hundreds of reporters 
gathered in Seattle. Their purpose 
on the streets was 
twofold, Robb and 
all of her fellow 
civil disobeyers 
readily agree: first, they 
wanted to jam the mechanism of 
the WTO meetings—which they 
did—and second, they wanted to 
raise public awareness about the 
implications of those meetings, to 
make the average citizen sitting 
back on his couch in northern 
Alberta or the heart of Texas con- 
sider the impact of globalization. 
“At a minimum,” says Parkland 
Institute executive director Bill 
Moore-Kilgannon, who was also in 
Seattle, “what we accomplished is 


But there it was. It was a massively 
representative body of Americans (and 
Canadians and Brits and French, etc.), 
all of us standing there on the streets 
between Pine and Pike—Teamsters 
and turtle-lovers, grandparents and 
Gap clerks, the homeless and comput- 
er geeks, high school students and 
Alaskans, nuns and Jimmy Hoffa, Jr., 
airplane mechanics and caffeinated 
slaves from Microsoft. A few were pro- 
fessional protesters, but the majority 
looked as if this was their first exercise 
in a constitutionally protected redress 
of grievances. There were no “lead- 
ers,” no “movement,” no idea of what 
to do except stop the World Trade 
Organization from holding its secret 
meeting. 

Only the anarchists seemed organ- 
ized. They even had their own anar- 
chist marching band! 

The big labour march grew so 
large (that's what happens when so 
many workers are temps), it broke into 
six or seven separate marches, choking 
off the entire downtown area of Seat- 
tie. 

The beauty of all this is that it just 
happened. And why should anyone be 


_ surprised? After two decades of down- 


sizing, wage stagnation, lost health 
benefits and the deliberate destruction 
of the middle class, the bubble sooner 


or later had to burst. 


_ The Fortune $00 brought this on 
themselves. If they hadn't been so 
greedy, if they had been willing to. 
share even a sliver of the pie, then 







~ But the rich decided to take a piss 


_ shops and do not honour the rights | of 
maybe Seattle wouldn't have hap- — 
You see, free tradé’is an absolute with 
the WTO. (i.e.; trade must 5 ever b 


the fact that American and Canadi- 
an people and the world now know 
what the WTO stands for, whereas 
three weeks ago most had no idea 
what it was or what it meant to 
their lives.” Moore-Kilgannon, who 
flew to Vancouver and then drove 
to Seattle with his mother, feels it’s 
important to make people under- 
stand that the WTO is not just 
about trade, but corporate domina- 
tion of economies. It’s not just 
about companies and countries try- 
ing to expand markets, he says; “It's 
about broadening the reach of 
major corporations over all aspects 
of our lives.” 


As shit happens 


On N30, Moore-Kilgannon and his 
mother Gerry Kilgannon joined the 
40,000-person-strong labour march 
to a downtown stadium. He likens 
the experience to a “rock concert 
against capitalism.” Filmmaker 
Michael Moore spoke, as did Van- 
dana Shiva, fresh from her appear- 
ance at the Parkland Institute 
conference in Edmonton the week 
prior. Moore-Kilgannon, who took 
part in more meetings and work- 
shops than protests in Seattle, did a 
live interview with CBC Radio that 
day. “That’s when the cops started 
blasting tear gas,” he says, describ- 
ing how his on-air chat with an 
Edmonton reporter was interrupted 
by nearby explosions. 

Images of riot police dispersing 
crowds with tear gas and pepper 
spray, of course, is what dominated 
most news coverage that night. 
There was some vandalism and loot- 
ing that night—and those responsi- 
ble should have been arrested, most 
protesters say. But they stress that the 
vast majority of actions were peaceful 
and non-violent. “The police overre- 


rats—and there’s nothing uglier than a 
Teamster who voted for Nixon realiz- 
ing he’s been had. 

It was funny watching how the 
media presented the Battle of Seattle 
(“violent protests” was the mantra), 
and while a McDonald’s and a Star- 
bucks had their windows broken, the 
truth was that 99 per cent of the par- 
ticipants destroyed no property and 
took great pains to treat the city of 
Seattle with endearing respect. Seattle 
is, after all, the only city in the history 
of this country to have had a general 
strike. (The entire town refused to 
show up for work back in 1919.) 

The liberal mayor of Seattle, who 
at first did not want to be known as a 
West Coast Mayor Daley, eventually 
lost his cool and let his police force run 
amok, Tear gas and rubber bullets 
started flying toward the grandparents 
and the nuns. All civil liberties were 
suspended. They even had the audaci- 
ty to use the term “no-protest zones.” 
Hey, this is America, buddy! Seattle 
may be considered one of those 
groovy “Pacific Rim” cities, but that 
doesn’t make it Singapore. 

Clinton came to town on the sec- 
ond day. He was so badgered by the 


' protests that he ended up committing 


a sin so serious, it was like he was 
burning his draft card all over again. 


He completely changed his position — 


and called on all WTO countries to 
enact laws prohibiting trade with 
nations that use children: in sweat- 





all workers to organize a union, Whoa! 





used as a tool to. accomplis ‘so 
Goals). So for Clinton tc to imb the 
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acted,” 
“There’s no question. They blew it 
from a strategic point of view. They 
weren't prepared for the magnitude 
of the protests. And by taking such 
an aggressive stand, they only made 
it worse.” 


says Moore-Kilgannon 


No welcome wagon 


Kreisha Oro, who drove to Seattle 
from Edmonton with two friends, 
quickly found herself in the midst of 
that severe police response. She had 
been in downtown Seattle for less 
than half an hour, and as she stood 
there with her drum, listening to 
chants and trying to get acclimated 
to the scene, a tear gas canister was 
deployed three metres away from 
her. One of her friends took the 
brunt of it, says Oro, but she herself 
is still feeling the effects of the attack 
more than two weeks later. Some of 
her glands are unusually swollen— 
and, Oro points out, she’s a massage 
therapist and very much aware of her 
body and its normal appearance. 
“You don’t get tear-gassed and 
forget about it,” says Oro. “Seattle 


SEE PAGE 10 


Space Needle (or was he chased up 
it?) and then declare that the human 
tights of workers were more important 
than making a buck... well, this was | 
nothing short of Paul being struck | 
blind and seeing Jesus! You could | 
almost hear the collective seething of | 
the hundreds of CEOs gathered in | 
Seattle. Their boy Bill—the politician 
they had bought and paid for at so 
many coffee klatches and Lincoln Bed- 
room stays—had betrayed them. You 
could almost see them reaching for 
their Palm Pilots to look up the phone 
number of the Jackal. 

It was a tremendous victory for 
everyone who lives from paycheque to 
paycheque. We owe a lot to those 
brave souls who got arrested and 
spent the rest of the week in jail. 

This is by no means the end of Big 
Business. The richest one per cent still 
own 90 per cent of everything in this 
world. They will not Be down ee 
a fight. : 

But they have been put on notice 
that people from all walks of life have 
had their fill and will not let up until 
we have a fair, just and democratic 
economy. ate week, Seattle was. the 
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Echo and Narcissus 


Thanks for the recent cover story and 
interview with Gil Scott-Heron (Vue 
Weekly, December 9-15). It brought 
together for me a few disparate 
thoughts into a millennial confluence 
as it were. 

In the 1970s, Scott-Heron told us 
The Revolution Will Not Be Televised. 
As the years passed and everything 
edgy from hip-hop to XXX video was 
appropriated by the marketers and 
MTV mob, it rapidly became apparent 
that not only would the revolution be 
televised, it would be “brought to you 
by Nike and Bank of Montreal.” The 
latest example is the Echo automobile 
commercial. You've seen it: the car 
approaches, someone starts banging 
on a paint can, and soon everyone 
joins in pounding garbage cans and 
anything else available, 

How many in our TV nation know 
where this concept was stolen from, 
though? 

For years in Northern Ireland, 
when the British forces would invade a 
Catholic neighbourhood, the sound of 
the pounding of garbage can lids on 
the pavement served as an alarm sig- 
nal that a raid was underway, a ges- 
ture of contempt toward that 
occupying army, and a cathartic phys- 
ical outlet for the unarmed masses 
frustrated by their helplessness before 
the British military might. 

The brilliance of using this in a car 
campaign has to be admired. Every 
civilization drums, the first music any 


WANTS YOU! 


ENLIST TODAY AT WWW.BLACKDOG.AB.CA 


child makes is likewise a pounding of 
something, and there is a vague sense 
of menace to this as well, all of which 
combines to reach down into our 
most fundamental pre-conscious 
lizard brain and make us sit up and 
pay attention 

Hence the dilemma. Nothing's 
safe from mass-market cheez 
Benetton is selling fashion via s 
of Yugoslav death, the Wh 
Get Fooled Again” is selling Toyotas, 
the Body Shop cashes in on eco-con- 
sciousness to sell lip gloss and the 
“Troubles” in Ireland are just another 
device to move product. So I’ve got 
to ask all you creative people out 
there. If you’ve got an original idea, 
an artistic concept or a revolutionary 
spark, please, keep it to yourself (or if 
you've just got to share it) to a small 
circle of friends. Originality and cre- 
ativity are just too rare and precious 
and have to be protected and pre- 
served or they'll just be sucking into 
and shat out of the voracious guts of 
mass-sales-world. —RON NicHWOLoD- 
OFF, SHERWOOD PARK 











Charity makes parity 
a rarity 


In this spending-crazed time of year, 
once known as Christmas, poverty is 
addressed, as usual, by such self-right- 
eous charities as food banks, the 
Christmas Bureau and Santas Anony- 
mous. We continue to deny poverty’s 


- cause, and that is why no effective 


cure is available for the disease. 

To question whether there is 
severe poverty is to lose one’s 
humanity. That gross inequality, 
which defines poverty, exists despite 
the country’s astounding wealth and 
high and skyrocketing incomes for 
elites is not in doubt. According to 
the UN, Canada ranks sixteenth 
among developed countries on the 
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percentage of the population that 
lives in pove There aren’t enough 
jobs to go around 

The conventional view is that 
there always has been and always will 
be poverty. But, don’t you think that 
governments, supposedl 
with the public good 
it if they really wanted to 

Under our ac 
meaning “savag 
are more than a million people unem- 
ployed, some two million working 
poor and three million on welfare 


(nationally). Nearly one in five citizens 
is needy. There is no prejudice shown 
to corporations kept dependent on 
the public dole 

Meanwhile, governments have 
assigned the job of dealing with 
poverty to charitable service agen- 
cies which can only maintain and 
prolong the malaise. This approach 
fails because the remedy is part of 
the disease. Since social workers 
aren’ harge of wealth redistribu- 
tion, they really are wolves in sheep's 
clothing. They simply apply emo- 
tional band-aids to the social cancer 
caused to the owner-operators of the 
country. 

Why should the needy be grateful 
for the crumbs (EI, SFI) left over from 
the politico-corporate table? Human 
dignity demands relative security and 
freedom from fear, not living like mis- 
fed animals. Advising thrift to the poor 
is akin to telling a starving person to 
eat less. 

The materially comfortable and 
politically inactive middle class must 
also share heavy blame for maintain- 
ing the status quo. They are potential- 
ly all-powerful because they have the 
most votes, but don’t vote to attack 
the root cause of poverty (concentrat- 
ed, unshared wealth). However, they 
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Imagine December 
Without 
Christmas... 


No one should have Christmas without 
something special on the table. 
Share the spirit of Christmas and we'll turn your dollars 
into festive meals for 15,000 Edmonton families. 


Christmas 
Bureau of 
Edmonton 


Donate Today 421-XMAS 


Photography by: Stambaugh Photographics 
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The Nomads 


early rock ‘n’ roll, R&B, 
soul, big band with horns 


The Nomads 


lock up your mothers! 


The Nomads 


a Yuletide tradition at 
The Track 


Retro 
Variety Night 
with the good old gang 


New Music 
Mondays 

All Ages Licenced Show 
with Mad Bomber Society 


Brass Monkey 
Millennium Crew 
with Maria Dunn, Shannon 
Johnson & Terry Morrison 


CKUA R&B 
Nite 

with the Rault Brothers 
and guest Dave Babcock 


Sidetrack 
Stocking Stuffer 
angelic voices, comedy and 


a swing blues dance band 
plus host Ben Sures 


Christmas Eve 
dosed @ 3 pm, 
until 5 pm Boxing Day 


Merry Christmas 
to you & yours from the 
Sidetrack management & staff 


Arganay the verdes. 


ROCKIN’ 
HIGHLINERS 


PEAST 


MIKE PLUME 
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SIDETRACK 
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Ph. 421-1326 
10333 = 112 Street 
wie Sidetrackcafe.com 
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YOUR ALTERNATIVE GUIDE TO 
WHAT'S REALLY GOING ON... 





Swan Hills turns 
ugly duckling? 


EDMONTON—The Alberta govern- 
ment has given its blessing to a plan 
that would allow a waste treatment 


plant in Swan Hills to import-haz-»* 


ardous materials from outside the 
country. 

Bovar Inc., which owns the facili- 
ty about 200 kilometres north of 
Edmonton, is now permitted to truck 
in waste such as pesticides and. paint 
sludge from Mexico and various 
South American nations. ere 

Alberta’s environment minister, 
Gary Mar, told reporters this is a nec- 
essary move because the plant can- 
not run at full capacity handling 
materials solely from within Canada. 
“The importation of hazardous 
waste,” he said, “will help the Swan 
Hills waste treatment plant be viable 
to meet the future waste treatment 
needs of Albertans. How can Alberta, 
with the most advanced waste treat- 
ment system in the world, turn its 
back on hazardous waste?” 

That announcement alone would 
have angered many of the province's 
environmentalists in the province. 
But they find the fact that there was 
no public input into the Tory deci- 
sion even more frustrating. Five years 
ago, when the plant began accepting 
shipments of waste from other 
provinces, there were public hearings 
and protests. Now fears of spills dur- 
ing transit and leaks at the site have 
returned. 

Brian Staszenski, executive direc- 
tor of Edmonton's Environmental 
Resource Centre, feels the issue of 
hazardous waste importation has 
always been a concern in Alberta. 
And the effects of any contamination _ 
by way of groundwater or atmos- 
pheric circulation, he argues, could 
reach beyond the province's borders. 

“This is a decision that is not just 
for Alberta to decide,” said Staszens- 
ki..“Other provinces, which will be 
impacted, and the federal govern- 
ment, which has jurisdictional pow-. 
ers over this matter, need to be 
involved.” 

__ Alberta’s opposition parties were _ 

also critical of the Tory decision. 

_. The Liberals charged that the» 
Klein government is willing to accept . 

environmental risks rather than face 

‘the possibility of Bovar’s returning 

‘the public-private Swan Hills facility 

‘to the province. According to the 

re Democrats, the Conservatives 





e already lost $500 million on 
“poondoggle,” to use ND MLA 
| ju's-term—“and,” Pannu 
nt on to say, “they don’t want to 
over an additional $57 million 

decommissioning and clean-up 
osts should Bovar opt to abandon 
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In 1990, Liberal MLA and environ- 
vor Carlson pointed 











gover Bett teal 
~~ “Since then,” observed Carlson, 
ere has been a major explosion 





fish and wildlife from near the plant. 
Even a year and a half after the leak, 
in-March 1998, snow samples taken 
near the plant showed high levels of 
PCBs, indicating that there were still 
problems with fugitive emissions.” 

Despite Bovar president John 
Kuziak’s claims that there have been 
only minor spills at Swan Hills, one 
of the leaks resulted in a $625,000 
fine being levied against the compa- 
ny in October 1998—the largest 
environmental fine ever dished out 
in the province. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


LABOUR 


Tide of Herald strike turns 
against Southam 


CALGARY—As a strike by 230 news- 
room and distribution staff at the 
Southam-owned Calgary Herald 
enters its second month, fellow 


0 “unions have decided to lend a help- 


ing hand. 

Last weekend, 300 supporters 
from Calgary, Edmonton and Van- 
couver, representing unions as 
diverse as steelworkers and faculty 
associations, joined the Herald work- 
ers on the picket line, 

~Contrad Black-controlled 
Southam has refused to negotiate 
with the two striking unions, choos- 
ing instead to staff the Herald with 
reporters, photographers and editors 
from other Southam papers from 
across the country. 

The protesters were able to delay 
distribution of the Herald and the 
National Post over the weekend. 

But at least one member of Cal- 
gary city council was openly critical of 
how the police handled the picketers. 
Councillor Joe Ceci wants to know 
why the cops sent 21 police vehicles 
and a SWAT team to the Herald. 

“There’s nothing, in my esti- 
mation, that would require riot- 
geared horses and riders,” Ceci told 
the CBC. “I will find out why they 
are here.” ; 

Andy Marshall, head of Commu- 
nications for Energy and Paperwork- 
ers Local 115A, said the strike is 
having an effect on the Herald—he 


claims that 5,000 fewer rs are 
being pimiteCrane daily basis, and 
thousands of undelivered papers 
clutter the Herald’s loading dock. — 


STEVEN SANDOR 


(=(-onrpie 


.-AND TL WANT A POKEMON G 
AND SOME PIKACHU CRAP SOME Ove ire 


LESS GARBAGE 1 


1 WANT Nate BAG ofr 


Big Wid OF WUORTED CAP AD OM 
AND THEN. T WANT SOME STICKY 


“< 





Making the streets safe 
for windshields 


TORONTO—What do dumping used 
condoms and syringes on sidewalks, 
breaking glass in public and panhan- 
dling or squeegeeing car windshields 
for money have in common? 

All will be outlawed under a new 
Safe Streets Act passed last week by 
the Conservative government of 
Ontario premier Mike Harris. 

“Once it takes effect,” attorney- 
general Jim Flaherty told reporters, 
“police will be better able to protect 
people’s ability to use public places 
without intimidation.” 

The act, expected to be signed 
into law within the next two weeks, 
will hit first-time offenders with 
$500 fines or probation while a sec- 
ond offence comes with a $1,000 
fine or six months incarceration. It is 
the first legislation to specifically 
outlaw squeegeeing, which has been 
a flashpoint in the contentious 
debate between law-and-order types 
and civil libertarians in Toronto in 
recent months. 

The Safe Streets Act is a “totally 
unacceptable way to deal with young 
people who find themselves living 
on the streets of downtown Toron- 
to,” provincial Libera! leader Dalton 
McGuinty argued to the National 
Post. “What they’re going to do now 
is divert these young people off those 
street corners where they are 
squeegeeing and drive them into 
prostitution, drug trafficking or other 


“crimes.” —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


_ BUSINESS 
Air Canada looks for 
clearance from tower 


MONTREAL—Air Canada is on the 
verge of absorbing rival Canadian 
Airlines and becoming the 10th 
largest carrier in the world. And 
now, according to an anonymous 
federal Liberal source who talked to 
the Globe and Mail, Air Canada is 
making demands to protect its 
potential monopoly over the coun- 
try’s skies. 

Air Canada will walk away from 
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ports, the source said. Moreover, the 
airline does not want to see the 
Competition Bureau or Canadian 
Transportation Agency given any 
more power to stop acts that threat- 
en competition. 

“Air Canada clearly assumes the 
government is not prepared to take 
them on at all,” the source said. 
“Clearly, the government is being 
faced with demands that sacrifice the 
needs of Canadian consumers to pro- 
tect the needs of Canadian Airlines 
employees.” 

After several months of legal, 
corporate and political wrangling 
(including the Onex Corporation’s 
attempt to buy both Air Canada and 
Canadian) Air Canada came 
through with an offer of $2 per 
share, which Canadian accepted. 
That offer, which expires on Decem- 
ber 23, hinges on government 
approval. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


POLITICS 


Now is the time for all 
good men... 


VANCOUVER—Already tainted by 
scandal,B.C.’s NDP is undergoing a 
leadership race so filled with mud- 
slinging and name-calling, you'd 
think they were Republicans. 

The latest scandal: a decision 
by the B.C. NDP to allow any 
member who received their card by 
December 22 to take part in the 
leadership selection process, The 
party had considered disqualifying 
any NDP member signed up after 
September 22, as front-runner Ujjal 
Dosanjh has attracted thousands of 
new members to the party—many 
from Vancouver's huge Asian com- 
munity—for the sole purpose of 
stuffing the ballot box come con- 
vention time. 

Dosanjh's opponents, Corky 
Evans, Joy MacPhail and former 
B.C. Liberal leader Gordon Wilson 
have all gone on recruiting cam- 
paigns to combat Dosanjh’s army of 
delegates. 

“Don't expect that every Indo- 
Canadian who's joined the | muy 
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camp,” Wilson told the | 
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Adding consult to injury 


Can you name all 12 city council- 
lors? And for bonus points, can you 
tell me which ward each represents? 
Civic politics may not exactly loom 
large over your daily concerns, but if 
there ever was a time to start paying 
attention to what goes on inside 
City Hall, it’s now. Why, you may 
ask? Because our fine elected repre- 
sentatives seem to be having some 
trouble figuring out the budget. 

Apparently, the executive com- 
mittee—whoever they might be—s 
about to investigate the spending of 
$72 million over the past five years on 
consulting fees. Obviously, those fees 
weren't going toward experts on 
cutting expenses, curbing tax hikes 
or being accountable to taxpayers. 
This city really needs to get a grip:on 
its finances before council comes to 
us with another request for money— 
they originally proposed a 3.5 per- 
cent increase, which they pared 
down to about 2.5 per cent after a 
whopping outcry from the public. If 

_memory serves me right, Edmonton 
was supposed to be in the middle of 
@ lean and mean spending program; 
we were talking about curbing the 
flower and bush campaign, closing 
swimming pools, trying to live with 
potholes just a little bit longer. We 
heard about massive slicing and dic- 
ing of city jobs, all to keep our 
expenses under control. Hell, you 
can’t even pay your bills at City Hall 
anymore—we saved $200,000 by 
turfing those employees. And now it 
turns out that while we were being 
nickel-and-dimed to death, with serv- 
ices and jobs disappearing all around — 
us, what should turn up but a con- 
sultants’ bill for $72 million? 

Many city residents have been 
hit with a 15 per cent increase in 
their taxes since 1997, and can you 
blame them for angrily asking, - 
“Where's the money, honey?” City — 
councillors have suggested that 
they don’t really know what's going 
on with the budget; they just dis- 
cuss it and pass it. Does that mean — 
they don’t even read the docu- 
ments? Shouldn't reading and com- 

prehending the city’s budget 

expenses be the most importa 
part of a city councillor’s job? 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 
REDESIGN 


‘Out in Africa Il 


There’s nothing like the breathtaking 
majesty of the vast African sky, especial- 
ly when you're out in the bush, looking 
up at the stars, protected from the 
nighttime cold by your sleeping bag 
and the nearby campfire. 

It isn’t difficult to see why Africa’s 
peoples and land are so resilient, and 
where both have found the ability to 
heal their wounds so quickly. But a 
scourge is ripping the fabric of the con- 
tinent—and if you believe many of 
Africa’s iron-fisted leaders, that scourge 
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is not AIDS but homosexuality, an 
abomination they feel must be crushed. 

“It is not right that a man should 
go with another man or a woman with 
another woman,” Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi—living proof of the 
statement that if power corrupts, then 
absolute power corrupts absolutely— 
stated at the 1999 Nairobi Agricultural 
Show. “It is against African tradition 
and Biblical teachings. | will not shy 
away from warning Kenyans against 
the dangers of the scourge.” 

A few days later, in October, the 
Kenya News Agency reported that a 
mob in the historic coastal town of 
Lamu stood waiting to lynch a Kenyan 
youth who was supposed to marry 
another male in the town’s main 
square, next to Lamu Fort. 

Several days after that incident, in 
neighbouring Uganda—whose pro- 
human-rights democracy is widely hailed 
as Africa's new beacon of hope—Presi- 
dent Yoweri Museveni ordered a crack- 
down on gays and lesbians. “! have told 


aT ys on 


, Cares Pap eeraa osbyryd 


one eh 


the Criminal Investigations Division to 
look for homosexuals, lock them up and 
charge them,” he proclaimed, not so 
coincidentally tempering his rhetoric at 
the Commonwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment Conference in Durban, South 
Africa last month. 

Gay sex will get you five years in 
Prison in Kenya, and a life sentence in 
Uganda. Now the Panafrican News 
Agency reports journalists in Malawi 
are waging a media war against homo- 
sexuality in the country’s lake resorts. 
And the recently re-elected Nujoma in 
Namibia and equally vehement Chilu- 
ba in Zambia continue to spark gay- 
bashing with their frequent public 
condemnations of homosexuality. 

Then there’s always Africa’s most 
vocal homophobe, Zimbabwe presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe, who once 
deemed homosexuals “lower than pigs 
and dogs.” Mugabe, during Durban's 
Commonwealth conference, berated 
the three men from the British gay 
tights group OutRage! who pounced 














on his limo during a London shopping 
expedition on October 30. One activist 
opened a limo door and tried to effect 
a citizen's arrest for Mugabe's alleged 
human rights abuses in Zimbabwe. 
After Mugabe declared the ambush the 
work of “gay gangsters” to British PM 
Tony Blair's cabinet, the U.K.’s Foreign 
Office Minister Peter Hain expressed 
regret, and the “Mugabe 3” were sub- 
sequently arrested on November 17. 
Zimbabwe's struggling gay rights 
group Gays and Lesbians in Zimbabwe 
(GALZ) also condemned the ambush. 
But that should come as no surprise 
from a nation where, during October's 
constitutional hearings, citizens 
demanded gays be hanged. There is 
hope, though, and it comes by way of 
South Africa (despite the bomb blast 
that injured six in a Cape Town gay bar 
last month). The country was the 
world’s first to protect gays and les- 
bians in its constitution; Johannesburg 
hosted queer activists from around the 
world at the annual International Gay 
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Midwives labour for wider acceptance 


They’re cheaper, 
safer, more caring... 
and not funded 


BY KATRIN HARRIS 


Te: birth process is usually 
thought of as a miraculous, even 
spiritual occasion. Yet for many 
women who have had the daunting 
experience of delivering a child in a 
hospital with the aid of a doctor, two 
to four nurses and a barrage of drugs, 
spiritual notions are very far away. 
Many mothers-to-be looking for an 
alternative to the impersonal, often 
traumatic experience of a hospital 
birth are discovering the benefits of 
hiring a midwife to provide them with 
care that takes into account all aspects 
of their birth experience. 

Midwives believe that mind and 
body is not a plural con- 
cept but a singular 
orie—as a result, 
they take an integrat- 
ed, holistic approach to 
their clients’ pregnancy. From preg- 
nancy to labour to the period follow- 
ing the birth, the same person is there 
to monitor all aspects of the mother’s 
and child’s health—and provide emo- 
tional support to those people affect- 
ed by the childbearing process. And 
that focussed attention has tangible 
Tesults: studies show that babies born 
under a midwife’s care have a higher 
birth weight and fewer health prob- 
lems during the first year after birth. 

Unfortunately, only a small pro- 
portion of women can afford to 
choose between a physician and 
midwife. The reason, of course, is the 
















government's refusal to fund mid- 
wives through the province's health- 
care plan—even though a hospital 
birth costs approximately $4,000, 
while a midwife’s fee is typically half 
that amount. Obviously, $4,000 a 
birth results in huge healthcare costs; 
in an effort to lower them, the 
province has put a policy into effect 
which restricts a mother’s post-natal 
hospital stay to a maximum of two 
days, or four days if a C-section is 
involved. (Thanks for your generosi- 
ty, Mr. Klein.) 


Dr. do little 


Sure enough, shortening new moth- 

ers’ hospital stays did lower some 

costs. However, these new policies 

inadvertently gave credence to one of 

the fundamental tenets of midwifery: 

namely, you don’t need a hospital to 

give birth. After all, if a mother can 

produce a healthy baby 

and head safely 

home after a mini- 

mum of medical 

attention and bed rest, 

then perhaps hospitals aren’t as nec- 

essary to the birth process as doctors 

would like us to believe. And perhaps 

the people who are actually having 

the children and paying their health- 

care fees should be allowed to make 

their own choice as to what kind of 
care they want. 

The healthcare establishment 
relies heavily on the nagging fear 
that tells parents that when it comes 
to having a child, it’s better to be safe 
than sorry; to be in a hospital with a 
doctor's expertise and state-of-the-art 
equipment than take a chance with a 
home birth, But the facts show these 






fears to be unfounded. According to 
statistics from Passages Midwifery 
Services, from 1990 to 1998, 91.9 per 
cent of planned home births were 
completed at home. 

A common element of modern- 
day hospital childbirth is interven- 
tions during labour, However, 
prospective mothers should be aware 
that physicians get paid for these 
interventions on top of their fee for 
delivering the baby. The promise of 
that extra fee seems to be too great a 
temptation for many doctors to 
resist—according to a study of 5,215 
women by Midwifery Services in 
Alberta, the use of procedures such as 
epidurals, C-sections, perineal tearing 
and instrument deliveries was 50 to 
70 per cent less common in women 
using the services of a midwife than 
with those under the care of a con- 
ventional physician. 


Generous hospital 
As things stand now, midwives are 


not allowed to accompany their 
clients into a hospital setting, partly 





because of the legal issue of hospital 
liability. However, many midwives 
are willing to see if they can further 
their cause by integrating their serv- 
ices with those of hospitals. Cur- 
rently, the Integration of Midwife 
Services Evaluation Project is slated 
to begin in December involving five 
participating regions. The 18-month 
government-funded project will 
track 150 pregnant women who will 
have a midwife as their primary 
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and Lesbian Association Conferenc, 
this past autumn; a 26-year-old make. 
up artist was crowned the second Mix 
Gay South Africa in a fab drag-quee, 
contest on November 22; and Sout}, 
Africa is now processing application 
from gays seeking asylum from perse. 
cution in their home countries. 

ve been up and down the African 
continent, but I’ve never been to 
Uganda, even though I’ve alway; 
wanted to see that country’s endan 
gered mountain gorillas. My trave 
buddy Seb and | couldn’t even ge 
across the border in ‘93 because of 
raging civil war in neighbouring Rwan 
da and Burundi that had paralyzed the 
entire region. 

That's how | sometimes feel abou; 
gay and lesbian life throughout Africa 
Still, seeds of hope have been planted 
I've seen them with my own eyes, and 
whenever | read about another witch 
hunt or lynching, | remind myself that 
Africans are resilient and their land 
always heals its wounds, @ 
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caregiver, while being permitte 
access into selected hospitals for the 
actual birth. 

The IMSEP project is only a 
small step forward in the fight to 
allow women a choice when it 
comes to pre- and post-natal care 
If you are interested in becoming a 
participant in the IMSEP project or 
wish to show your support for 
midwifery in Alberta, call 1-877- 
643-7765, © 



















































VUE WEEKLY * DECEMBER 16 ~DECEMBER 22, 


1999 ¢@ 





millennium 
alii 


UNT 
WN : 


By DAVID GRONNESTAD 
‘ROSEN ITE STASIS Te 








X trademarks the spot 





The advent of the year 2000 has 
implications for many disciplines—his- 
tory, obviously, but also computer sci- 
ence, sociology, psychology... let’s see, 
| know I’m forgetting an important 
one... ah, yes. 

Marketing. 

If there’s a certainty in life beyond 
death and taxes, it’s that if there’s ever 
anything remotely hype-able, advertis- 
ers will find it and bleed it dry. The 
millennium is obvious copywriter and 
trademark fodder—and thanks to 
Madison Avenue, the word has lost its 
profundity due to overexposure. Heck, 
you repeat a word often enough, it 
loses its cachet; the minute they start 
marketing Jesus brand bathroom 
cleanser, it’s curtains for Christianity. 

The pioneer of millennial market- 
ing is, of course, the candy company 
Mars Inc. During the January 1998 
Super Bowl, they aired a commercial 
declaring their M&Ms “characters” 
Red and Yellow “The Official Spokes- 
candies of the New Millennium.” 
While it doesn’t take a genius to figure 
out that MM is 2000 in Roman 
numerals, whoever had the brain- 
storm did so long before the word 
“millennium” was on everybody’s lips. 
Hopefully, he or she had stock 
options. (M&Ms, by the way, are 
named after their inventors, Forrest 
Mars and Bruce Murrie. When they 
“invented” the candy in 1941—actu- 
ally, they copied it from homemade 
candies used by soldiers in the Span- 
ish Civil War who needed a sugar fix 
but didn’t want the chocolate to melt 
in their hands—I’m sure they didn’t 
dream what an overhyped spectacle 
their creation would become. Heck, in 
1941, the only colour M&Ms came in 
was brown.) 

Advertisers knew a good gimmick 
when they saw one—over the next 
two years, over 1,300 trademarks 
including the word “millennium” (and 
not a few with the words “millenium,” 
“milennium” and “milllennium”) were 
granted by the U.S. Patent and Trade- 
mark Office, many paired with the 
word “official.” The Canadian Intellec- 
tual Property Office, by contrast, only 
lists 44, giving us a much lower mil- 
lennium-trademark-per-capita ratio 
north of the border. 

(Interestingly, according to both 
U.S. and Canadian faw, a trademark 
can only be granted when it isn’t cor- 
rectly descriptive of a product. If your 
name is, say, Albert Sweet, you could 
pay homage to your ancestors by reg- 
istering, for example, Sweet™ brand 
toilet paper, but Sweet™ brand candy 
bars would be disallowed. Similarly, 
you can register a product as the “offi- 
cial” die-cast collectible, three-hole 
binder, public relations firm, fishing 






tackle, hole-in-one prize company, 
alpha male society or sponsor of rapid 
tooling and Prototyping stereolithog- 
raphy “of the millennium,” precisely 
because no one will believe anyone 
actually granted you such status. By 
the way—all of those trademarks do 
actually exist.) 

Some trademarks get more cre- 
ative with the word: for example, 
Chillennium, Millennium Shmillenni- 
um, Nickelennium, Milleni-Yum, 
McMillennium and Carpe Millennium 
are all registered in the U.S. Oddly, 
Wal-Mart didn’t think of marketing a 
Millenniumbrella; no OB/GYNs adver- 
tised cutting a Millenniumbilical cord; 
no German-language schools prom- 
ised to teach the Millenniumlaut; 
Major League Baseball didn’t hire any 
Millenniumpires; and Crayola didn’t 
develop a new colour, Burnt Millenni- 
umber. Damn—! shoulda gone into 
advertising. 

Of course, the party-favour and 
novelty-item industry has been all 
over the millennium, marketing cham- 
pagne glasses, mugs, balloons, 
bumper stickers and T-shirts (my per- 
sonal favourite is “Same shit, different 
millennium”) to commemorate the 
occasion. The problem is, of course, 
the fact that these products will date 
quickly; how cool will a “I’m having 
one of those millenniums” hat look on 
January 2? (Marketers seem to have a 
blind spot for name-dating; witness 
Windows 95, which was still a perfect- 
ly good operating system in 1996—it 
just sounded old.) And the other prob- 
lem with dated merchandise is that if 
it doesn’t catch on, you can’t mini- 
mize your losses by selling them off en 
masse below cost to retailers; while 
you can always find a few suckers 
who'll buy canned plankton at 33 
cents a can (my apologies to The 
Simpsons), nobody, and | mean 
nobody, is going to buy items labeled 
“2000" once the year actually arrives. 

| haven't heard of any legal action 
between Franco American Inc. and 
General Mills, but I'd be surprised if 
whoever thought up their millennium 
gimmick first isn’t trying to sue the 
bejeezus out of the other, since 
they’re so similar. The former compa- 
ny added little pasta “2”s to their Chef 
Boy-Ar-Dee SpaghettiOs so that the 
kids who consume 250,000 pounds of 
it around the world every day can 
form the number “2000” (not to 
mention “2020,” “22” and even 
“202200220002” if you've got a real- 
ly big spoon). The latter company has 
made a limited edition breakfast cere- 
al based on Cheerios—called, pre- 
dictably, “Millennios”—employing the 
very same shtick. 

Of course, New Year's Eve is syn- 
onymous with alcoholic debauchery, 
so there's no shortage of intoxicating 
beverages claiming official status for 
the party of the millennium. A mere 
$2,000 will get you a year-2000- 
labelled jeroboam of Perrier-jouet 
champagne, with an overnight stay 
for two at the winery's B&B in Eper- 
nay, France thrown in. For those with 
more modest tastes, there’s Miller (the 
official beer of the millennium), Coors 
(the official beer of Y2K, oddly 
enough—perhaps they're implying 
that the Y2K bug is the result of com- 
puter programmers in the 1950s 
being too sloshed to include the first 
two digits of dates) and Beefeater (the 
official martini of the millennium— 
and if it just includes Beefeater gin, 
that’s one damn dry martini! | could- 
n’t find an official vermouth of the 
millennium). 

While most marketing gimmicks 
seem, as usual, to have been designed 
by a committee of overpaid imbeciles, 
some are legitimately clever. Take S.C. 
Johnson & Son, Inc., who marketed 
their popular insect spray Raid last 
summer as “the official killer of the 


Y2K bug.” Or that commercial where, 
In mid-Apocalypse, a couple desper- 
ately tries to make one last stop for 
Dunkin’ Donuts. (Gee, it sounds pret- 
ty stupid when | write it out, but it 
actually was clever.) 

And the gimmicks aren't limited to 
the year 2000; this past year, con 
sumers were inundated with adver- 
tisements for “the last sale of the 
century” at every conceivable store 
Inglewood, California even advertised 

Ss “last karaoke festival of the millen- 
nium.” Few complained, 

The millennium is part of a whole 
marketing strategy by Polaroid Corp., 
who unveiled their youth-targeted 
JoyCam a few months back. They‘re 
sponsoring a campaign titled “Relive 
Your Millennium Fun at 12:01,” 
encouraging new joyCam owners to 
take time- and date-stamped instant 


pictures during the first minute after 
midnight. Each participant receives a 
free CD with the best party music of 
the previous century, along with a 
rebate of $12.01 on their camera pur- 
chase 

Hasbro Games 
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pecial 
millennium editions of its two most 
popular games of the 20th 
Trivial Pursuit and Monopoly. The lat 


ry with 
century, 


ter is modernized with brand-new 
tokens ir 
line skate and 
new board features holographic foil 
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And some manufacturers are rely- 
ing on that tried-and-true limited-edi 
tion strategy, purposely reducing their 
supplies to drive up prices and 
demand (it's elementary macroeco- 
nomics, don’tcha know). It's worked 
for years for Ty's Beanie Babies; last 


week, the company announced that it 
would completely cease manufactur 
ing the product on December 31 in 
an attempt to spark a mad rush of 





sales in a collectible fad that has, 
admittedly, lasted longer than most 
but has been petering out all year. 


Senna Col 
lectibles has produced a clever, if 


Following Ty's lead, 
somewhat morbid, limited-edition line 
of three stuffed animals called “The 
Y¥2K Bears.” First there’s Stash, who 
features a zipper and storage corn 

partment where you can keep some 
case the ATMs stor 
working. Then there’s Blackout, who 
has a fully functional flashlight hang- 
ing around his neck in case the power 
goes out. And finally there’s Crash 

who doesn’t seem to do anything. Just 
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This Christmas, expand his mind and his wardrobe with TELUS PLAnet® 
Your grandpa need some new forms of entertainment? Expand his mind with the Internet from TELUS PLAnet, 


and his wardrobe with a $20 Roots gift certificate. The first month of Intemet service is now free, and there's 
always round-the-clock technical support and reliable service. What else would you expect from Western 
Canada’s #1 Internet service provider? For more details visit your TELUS Store, or Approved Dealer. 


‘Give the gift of the Intemet from Telus PLAnet 
and he'll receive a $20 Roots gift certificate. 


Call 310-4NET(4638) to sign up now. 
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New Years is Coming! 


and so is 


Win F.] pair of tickets 


to usher in the new millennium 


CO Som 11] AWVeekly 


Mail, e-mail or fax to win to: 
Vue Weekly, 307, 10080 Jasper Ave., 


Edmonton T5J 1V9 


Fax: (780) 426-2889 


e-mail: widemouth@vue.ab.ca 
One entry per person * Contest closes Dec 29/99 
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* See store for complete details 
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By DAVID DICENZO 
ano JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press box fixtures John 
and Dave look at what's old and what's 
new in Oiler land. The old? Injuries. The 
new? A two-game win streak on the 
road. And you thought there was no 
Santa Claus. 


Dave: Mark it down, John: two straight 
wins away from Skyreach for the Oilers. 
| guess Hell might as well freeze over 
now, eh? But | think it already has— 
they call it Buffalo. Anyway, two solid 
efforts and two wins. It’s an easy game 
after all, isn’t it? 

John: | was almost in shock after 
the game in Uniondale. The Oilers have 
developed a habit of throwing away 
the games they should have won. It 
was nice to see them hanging on to 


victory for a change. 

Dave: But when you come right 
down to it, there’s no pride in beating 
the Islanders, the worst this league has 
to offer. Still, they played with real 
emotion after Doug Weight got 
whacked in the ribs. And they definitely 
raised the intensity meter early on in 
their 3-1 win over New Jersey on Satur- 
day (morning, even). In two straight 
games, they've come out of the gate 
flying and managed to score multiple 
goals well ahead of their opponents. 

John: | don’t know. | think you can 
take some pride in doing what's expect- 
ed of you. The Islanders aren’t the best 
team around, but if you take any game 
lightly, bad things can happen. And 
lately, the goals have been coming from 
players other than Smyth and Seliv- 
anov—another encouraging sign. 

Dave: Indeed. Intensity is an inter- 
esting thing. You don’t need it 24 
hours a day. | recently heard an inter- 
esting comment about Jack Nicklaus. 
(He’s a golfer, John.) The man said 
Jack was so great at concentrating on 
the shot, because that level of intensi- 
ty is impossible to maintain over an 
entire 18-hole round. Hockey operates 
under a similar principle: don’t walk 


around all day worrying about 
improving your record. Go out and 
play one solid shift at a time, and the 
results will come. 

John: All this golf talk is putting 
me to’sleep. But | think you have the 
right idea, Dave. If you dwell on 
something too intently, things will 
never improve. 

Dave: But the Islanders win came 
at a price: the loss of Weight. Injuries 
are definitely a part of the game in 
today’s fast-paced NHL, and Edmon- 
ton has had that fact drummed into 
them again and again throughout the 
season. Rem Murray. Ethan Moreau. 
Mike Grier. Frank Musil. All have been 
bitten by the bug. With Weight gone, 
the team has to watch that they don’t 
lose their momentum, Obviously, he'll 
be missed on the ice, but matters will 
only get worse if the guys get scared. 

John: Edmonton got off to a decent 
Start last year without Weight. Sure, 
they'll miss him. But | think if the guy 
you depend on is out of the lineup, the 
remaining players have to step up their 
performance. It may help in improving 
their intensity level. 

Dave: With the Oil, ya never 
know. © 





WTO aftermath 


Continued from page 4 


was just the start. This is an ongoing 
struggle. The MAI [Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment] two 
years ago was one battle. There will 
be more.” Corporate interests may 
succeed in convincing some people 
that money is what makes the world 
go round, she says, but she’s opti- 
mistic that human will and courage 
can defeat greed. 

It may have been greed, or per- 
haps arrogance, that convinced the 
WTO that Seattle was the best loca- 


tion for this set of talks in the first 
place. Their other option was Hon- 
olulu—a remote island city and 
therefore much less accessible to 
protesters. But organizers settled on 
Seattle, primarily because it’s the 
home base of Microsoft and Boeing, 
and respective head honchos Bill 
Gates and Phil Condit were co-hosts 
of a parallel business summit. 


Rain or shine? 


“They chose Seattle,” Maude Barlow, 
volunteer national chairperson of 
the Council of Canadians, said in an 
interview with Vue Weekly before 


the WTO conference began, “which, 
frankly, was the dumbest thing they 
could do. Seattle is west coast. It’s 
got that huge unionized labour 
force, a lot of really aware people, a 
big environmental community and 
it’s just south of Vancouver, so 
you'll get all of B.C. coming down. 
They could easily have flown in 
their ministers and corporate pooh- 
bahs and bureaucrats to Honolulu. 
But they wanted it in Seattle 
because Boeing and Microsoft are 
there. That’s why they chose it. I 
think they made a mistake. I think 
they underestimated the reaction 
from general society.” © 
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The rules of attraction 


Adultery Handbook 
offers sex tips from 
unreliable source 


By DANA McNAIRN 


ired of the everyday sameness 
T: your partner? Want that 

lusty love-thrill zipping 
through your body again? Consider- 
ing an affair? Rule number one: “Be 
careful. Try not to hurt anyone, 
especially kids.” 

If this sounds like reasonable 
advice, you're ready for The Adultery 
Handbook, the latest offering from 
author and poet Carol Malyon. But 
don’t be fooled—things are not as 
they seem in this multi-character 
novel. The Handbook sucks you in, 
and before you know it (much like 
an affair), you’re up to your eyeballs 
in jealous accusations, telephone 
fights and a lot of wadded-up 
Kleenex. 

Shelley is falling in like. Again. 
She should know better this time, 
what with her previous boyfriends, 
starting with Andy, Brent, Clifford 
and Domenic. Now that she’s 
worked her way down to Norman, 
you'd think she would know better 
by now. Norman’s married, though 
he claims he and the wife are “sepa- 
rated.” Shelley doesn’t care and 
plunges in anyway. After all, like the 
good Handbook says, it’s just fuck- 
ing, right? 

Rule number two: “Women like 
to pretend it’s really love, a shiny 
veneer to gloss it over, like polish on 
fingernails or frosting on cake. But 
it’s simply lust. That's all. Admit it.” 


Norman's conquest 


Shelley and Norman laugh and talk, 
fall in love and breathlessly spend 
all their time together. They like the 
same food, doing the same things 
and in bed, Norman makes Shelley's 
body sing. What could be more per- 
fect? They're so obviously meant for 
each other. This happy couple goes 
so far as to move in 
together. Shelley 
even permits her- 
self thoughts of 
having a baby with 
good old Norm. 
Wrong. 


Rule number three: “He just 


wants sex. Nothing more. Accept it. 
Never ask if he loves you. If you 
have to ask, he doesn’t.” 

When the inevitable happens 
and Norman scurries back to his 
wife (ostensibly for his young 
daughter’s sake), Shelley leaves 
claustrophobic Kingston and heads 
for the anonymity of Toronto. There 
she starts a writing group at a drop- 
in centre for women. Shelley's writ- 
ing assignments are thinly veiled: 
she wants answers from the others 


worth retiring to. 





| 


THE ADULTERY HANDBOOK 


as to how they’ve handled their 
failed relationships. The class does- 
n’t buy it. Shelley’s assignments are 
barely heeded as the women pour 
out their own stories of battles with 
breast cancer, distant husbands and 
crushed hopes. Nola left an abusive 
boyfriend, Bridget was widowed 
with three girls, Ella’s callous hus- 
band accuses her of being frigid. The 
women’s different narratives are 
interwoven with what went on 
between Shelley and Norman. Maly- 
on is exploring familiar territory 
here: failed love, failed 
relationships and 
how we change 
and often grow 
apart. The common 
thread between all the characters is 
infidelity; they’re either cheating 
themselves or their partners. 

“The women keep writing about 
relationships,” Malyon writes, “as 
though men are the only things 
that matter in their lives. Relation- 
ships are still defining who women 
are, even now, at the end of the 
20th century.” 


A cool Malyon 
At first, this is a frustrating novel. 


You want to wring Shelley's neck tor 
being unable or unwilling to stop 





the heartache she brings upon her- 
self. Gladys just needs a good swift 
kick to jolt her out of her apathy 
and get her to face the facts about 
why her daddy really left. But Maly- 
on (Lovers and Other Strangers, The 
Edge of the World) knows this. This is 
why it’s so easy to become drawn 
into her narrative and the lives of 
these characters. We recognize our 
girlfriend, boyfriend, boss, brother, 
sister in them, We recognize our- 
selves. And we are smug in our 
assertion that we wouldn't behave 
like Shelley or Daisy or monoga- 
mous Marybeth with all her cheru- 
bic babies. And we certainly aren't a 
zealot like Francine, so consumed by 
the dogma of her church regarding 
sexual sins that she takes to picket- 
ing the workshop with placards. No, 
we are noble Ella, proud and confi- 
dent and unsentimental to the end. 

Rule number four: “He cheats on 
his wife, so don’t be surprised when 
he cheats on you.” 

The Adultery Handbook is recom- 
mended reading for anyone who 
has strayed, or thought about doing 
so. But that wouldn't be you, now, 
would it? © 


The Adultery Handbook 
By Carol Malyon © The Mercury Press 
© 217 pp. © $18.95 


elp build a world 


Millennium Countdown 


Continued from page 9 


sort of sits there, like a defunct piece 
of machinery... oh, | get it 

One website claims Senna is being 
sued (presumably for stealing or copy 
ing the idea), and therefore has limit- 
ed its edition even further. Does that 
sound like a publicity gimmick to any 
one else? 

But just because marketing 
departments have been using the mil- 


lennium to hawk their good esn't 





mean it always works. There's always 
the danger of overexposure—and like 
| wrote, everybody and his dog is sick 
of the words and “Y2K." 

Sears, Roebuck and Co. set up 
“millennium shops” in many of its 
North American stores earlier this 
year to push millennium-themed 
products on its It didn’t 
work, so the shops have all been dis- 
mantled and the products quietly 
integrated into the other holiday 
items. And the normally high-traffic 
holiday travel and tourist industries 
have been hit hard; by this time last 
year, they had begun preparations 


‘millennium’ 


clientele 


for what was supposed to be the 
vacation event of the millennium 
Hotels and 
expected a flood of people who 
wanted-to be the first to greet the 
millennium 


resorts in the west Pacific 


in Hawaii, they awaited 
wanted to be 
so they could revel for 


those whc the last 
(presumabl 
24 hours straight) they al 
oked the fact that (a) the Y2K 
g made people nervous about 
travelling, (b) the Y2K bug meant 
that many people either had to work 


However, 






on New Year's Eve or at least stay 
close at hand in case of emergenc 





and (c) there are a lot of people wt 
didn’t mind going out to a bar last 
New Year's, but who 
spend this once-in-a-lifetime event 
quietly at home with their loved 
ones. Plus, babysitting’s got to cost a 
fortune. 

Everywhere you turn, everybody's 
exploiting this 
tous, memorable occasion 


now prefer to 





magnificent, momen 
turning a 
watershed moment in human history 
But don’t be too disappointed—what 
did you expect? Human history and 
legacy is one thing; a quic k buck is 
quite another. 
Hype-y New Year. @ 
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Take your skis to Lake Louise, if you please 


The ad guys have it 
right—Louise is 
unforgettable 


By HART GOLBECK 


leled and Unforgettable," may be 

the creation of an advertising 
copywriter, but it’s an entirely accu- 
rate description of Lake Louise and 
its 4,200 skiable acres. Louise con- 
tains so much terrain, you could 
spend the day there skiing and 
boarding without ever hitting the 
same run twice. (There’s a reason 
why Louise has been ranked so 
many times among the top half- 
dozen resorts in North America by 
various ski magazines.) 

Once upon a time, Louise was 
something of a hidden jewel known 
only to Albertans, but the word has 
gotten out. Recently, British skiers 
voted the Banff/Lake Louise area as 
number one in the world and this 
year’s World Cup ski events on back- 
to-back weekends, which were tele- 
vised to an international audience of 
as many as 40 million viewers, really 
got the word out. On their first visit to 
the area, some of the European racers 
were awestruck by the majesty and 
the beauty of it all. If you haven't 
been to Louise recently, here’s a run- 
down on what you can expect to find. 


[: slogan, “Unspoiled, Unparal- 


Diane, I’m entering the 
Lodge of Ten Peaks 


There are lodges on the front, in the 
back and halfway up the hill. The 
Lodge of the Ten Peaks at the base is 
fabulous. It’s a 24,000-square-foot 
log building with everything. Even a 
good breakfast can now be enjoyed 
on the hill for cheap with a buffet 
served every morning for $4.95. 
When you disembark at the Top 
of the World Express Quad, the sights 
will amaze even the most jaded skier. 
From this mountaintop, 
you can see all the 
jagged peaks of the 
Great Divide sur- 
rounding you and the 
Chateau Lake Louise in front of the 
Victoria Glacier nestled below. From 
here you can choose to ski the back- 






Lake Louise's slogan—"Unspoiled, Unparalleled and Unforgettable” —is uncontestable 


side or stay on the front. Presently, 
conditions are better on the back but 
that one night’s snowfall could 
change all that. The change may 
even have occurred by the time you 
read this, as it’s been snowing off and 
on for a few days now, and condi- 
tions are great all over 
the resort. 

Located in the 
back are two high- 
speed quads and a 
triple, which whisk you above tree- 
lined runs or powder bowls. Larch 
Run has a new high-speed quad 


eododirirTrTion 
Forester. Sport-Utility Tough. Ski Easy. 


Style & Substance 


Think about this - A cat like ride. Plenty of power. Room for your friends 


servicing it and Zeke and J are 
always eager to spend a few hours 
here just getting into the groove 
(fast and smooth). The run feeds 
directly into the Temple Lodge, 
which has all the amenities and a 
cozy atmosphere to boot. 


Meadowlark’s no lemon 


On the front you can try the Ladies 
Downhill and get a bit of the ski 
race feeling. Meadowlark is a great 
cruiser and boarders can find a park 
at the base of the Summit Platter. 


The Platter reaches up to the high- 
est point at Lake Louise, almost 
3,000 feet above the base lodge. 
From here you can reach another 
set of expert and extreme runs like 
Shoulder Roll and Whitehorn. 
Experienced boarders can find big 
hits on North Cornice. 
Accommodations can be found 
at either Lake Louise or 60 kilome- 
tres away in Banff, with an array of 
choices to fit any budget. Those 
choices include the majestic 
Chateau Lake Louise, which has 
affordable ski and stay packages, 


Alec Pytlowany 





especially in January. The Chateau 
is a magnificent property, offering 
shopping, a health club, numerous 
restaurants and a nightclub. You 
can also skate on the lake while 
you take in an incredible view of 
the glacier. 

So if you’re up for a real ski chal- 
lenge, take the drive to Lake Louise 
and find out why the world’s 
buzzing about it. © 





Reservations; 1-800-258-7669 
Website: www. skilouise.com 
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By COLIN CATHREA 
ano HART GOLBECK 


Hello, La Nina! 


The most recent snow reports from 
the Rockies are incredible. Marmot 
Basin, Sunshine Village, Lake Louise, 
Fernie and Fortress are all reporting 
copious amounts of the white stuff in 
the past seven days. All these resorts 
now have packed bases in excess of a 
metre and plenty of powder riding 
and good skiing conditions. 


Keeping the 
customer happy 


Marmot Basin has made a number of 
improvements to speed up the trek to 
the slopes. The ski and snowboard 
rental shop has been expanded by 
500 square feet. They've also set up a 
satellite rental shop at the first parking 
lot for groups, and a new stairway 
between the third and fourth parking 
lot, all of which will allow more visi- 
tors to park, grab their tickets and go. 
There'll also be more Big Guys With 
Sticks directing motorists to their 
stalls. 


Are you hucking insane? 


Here’s a fad that’s sure to make your 
insurance carrier nervous. It’s called 


We'd like you to meet our head snawmaker 


All lifts open, induding the Knob 


“road hucking.” It goes like this, There 
are many places along the mountain 
highways where the rock has been cut 
just right so as to allow an aerial 
assault of the terrain. You simply stop 
the car, scope out the takeoff and 
landing, hike up, strap on your ski 
snowboard and launch yourself over 
the road. It makes for great photos 
and video. Zeke has tried it a few 
times. We used to do it close to the 
top of the road at Marmot Basin and 
down the highway from Panorama 
The ultimate is when you wait for 
another vehicle (like, say, a semi-trailer 
unit) to come along. If you can make 
the jump directly over the truck, you 
have achieved the ultimate road jump. 
Then again, we've also seen a picture 
of one fellow jumping over a moving 
locomotive. Please don’t send us any 
proof of your road hucks, though—we 
don’t want to be responsible for any 
“roadkill.” 


Customized gear in 
excruciating detail 


We've been going over all the recent 
wave of gear guides by various maga- 
zines and websites that include equip- 
ment evaluations. They've made some 
interesting adjustments. Skis, for 
example, are no longer classified the 
way they used to be, Now, we have 
several categories of “freeride” skis, 
“carving” skis and, of course, race 
models. These categories are then 
split into sub-groups according to 
your skiing strengths, preferences and 
abilities. If you take the time to wade 
through this information, the theory 
goes, you can pick the exact model 
that’s best suited for you 
get referred to the proper, correspon- 


You then 








ir. www.skimarmot 
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ding boots and bindings to round out 
your $1,500 investment. Ouch! 


American skiers 
go commando 
Okay. It’s one thing to arrive i 
uggage if 
But it’s quite 


Eurog without your 
you're a mere tourist 
another if you have a World Cur 
downhill training run the next day at 
the wickedly dangerous Val D’Isere 
course. At least it was only the Ameri 
cans. They lost everything—skis 
boots, you name it. Chad Fleischer of 
Vail, Colorado, who finished second 
in the final downhill last s on, used 
an assortment of equipment belong 
ing to various teams. “| was wearing 
skis from the Austrian team, had Her 
mann’s [Maier] poles, and borrowed 
a yellow racing suit from the Canadi- 
ans,” he told the Associated Press. “I 
was also wearing some yellow Austri- 
an helmet instead of my snow leop- 
ard one. It was pretty funny, and 
everybody was laughing at us. Every- 
one was doing double takes. No one 
could recognize us.” Which, after all 
is the most important thing to an 
American downhiller. Wonder if they 
lost their guns, too? © 
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Burton's tailoring 
gets praise from 
vendors 


Hi THAN 
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By RICK OVERWATER 


ith new snow falling in 
the hills and Christmas 
coin jingling in every- 


one’s pockets, it’s time for Snow 
Zone's overview of snowboard gear 
for the 1999-2000 season. If you're 
new to the sport, here’s a few things 
to look for. If you’re not, we'll tell 
you a few things that may have 
changed. And don’t forget: local 
shops (not the local Megamart) 
rule. They’re the first to 
sponsor local riders; 
many of them 
backed the sport 
before it became a big- 
buck industry and their employees 
ride what they sell—on the same 
hills as the rest of us. 

Boards: Unless you've been liv- 
ing under a rock, you probably 
know that the twin tip is all but 
dead. Wood cores are the norm 
these days, usually tip to tip, and 
carbon stringers are starting to show 
up in combination with them. Cap 
construction is bigger than ever, and 
pretty much everyone has the tech- 
nology down—few cap boards suffer 
delamination problems anymore. 
There are still plenty of sandwich 
construction boards and some man- 
ufacturers, like Burton, sell plenty of 
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both. Speaking of Burton, get used 
to hearing that name. It’s the one 
brand all retailers seem to agree on, 


.and Burton makes a huge variety of 


boards. Just don’t forget that they 
have their own oddball insert pat- 
tern if you plan on using your old 
bindings.) 

Jarrod White at Calgary's The 
Source says, “Forum is going off 
this season,” a development he 
attributes to poster boys like Devun 
Walsh. He also supports Lib Tech’s 
claims that, with their new Teflon- 
titanium technology, they have the 
fastest base on snow. Other retailers 
dismiss this as nothing but market- 
ing hype. If you’re an average rider, 
you'll never wax the damn thing 
anyway, so it probably 
won’t make you 
faster. If you’re 
looking for a good 
balance of price and 
quality, Corey Meyer at Mission, 
another favourite outlet for Calgary 
boarders, is hyping both Silence 
and Option this season. Option is 
100 per cent Canadian and its 
name is respected around the 
world. They were given the nod by 
retailers (I talked to a few) who did- 
n’t even carry them. Ultimately, if 
you buy an established brand name 
at a good price, you'll probably be 
okay. It’s hard to buy a bad board 
from an actual board shop any- 
more. 

Bindings: The step-in/strap-in 
battle continues, and it ain’t gonna 
be settled any time soon. Things are 
slowly changing, but most pros still 
favour strap-in bindings. Most pros 
don’t get on and off a chairlift as 
many times in a day as the rest of 
us, though. External highbacks are 
showing up on more step-in sys- 
tems, partially as a way of taking 
some weight out of the boot. Switch 
step-ins, with one of the widest vari- 
eties of compatible boots, still sell 
huge. Hot on their heels, despite 
having delivered their product late 
this season, is Burton. “Burton 
straps and bindings are the best in 
the market by far,” says Meyer. “I'll 
fight anyone that says different.” 
Meyer probably won't get many tak- 
ers, except perhaps the folks at 
Northwave, who make Drake Bind- 
ings. The folks who use them give 
Drake strap-ins high praise, but 
retailers won’t push them on you 
more than any other brand. Asa 
response to increasing step-in sales, 
most strap-in bindings have become 
more advanced. For example, you'll 
be hard-pressed to find a good bind- 
ing without ratcheting buckles. 

Boots: Remember to think about 
the type of riding you’re going to 





Rig recommendations for 
snowboard season ; 


do. If you’re a pipe rat, don’t buy 
something with high ankles and lit- 
tle flexibility. If you’re experienced 
and hike,out of bounds.for the burly 
stuff, something that’s dike armour 
(e.g., Airwalk Freeride) may be more 
up your alley. But you probably 
knew that. Vans are currently get- 
ting props for their large selection 
that fits a wide variety of people 
They also offer heat-mouldable lin- 
ers, which are catching on with 
other brands as well. Both Vans 
and—you guessed it—Burton offe: 
lots of step-in compatibility. North- 
wave offers boots that fit the Switch 
system as well as their own Drake 
binding, which contains a Switch 
interface. 

Clothes: Outerwear is getting a 
lot more technical, Taped seams, 
which make clothing more water 
proof, are increasingly becoming thc 
norm, Fabrics are more likely to be 
ripstop and lightweight. Breathabili- 
ty is still a big issue, and three-ply 
construction is becoming more 
common. Four Square, Special Blend 
and Dub all score high in these cate- 
gories, says White. He cites Dub as 
the trendy seller this year, partly due 
to their endorsement by hip-hop 
crews like the Alcoholiks and Gang 
Starr. Both he and Meyer agree that 
(this is the last time you’ll read this 
name) Burton is a definite ruler for 
putting lots of thought into articula- 
tion, venting and pocket design 
Meyer also commends Westbeach 
for their venting systems. © 


If you‘re in Banff, you owe it to 
yourself to check out First 
Descent, an exhibition that 
merges art with snowboarding. 
Photographs by heavyweights 
like Dano Pendygrasse and Mark 
Gallup are shown on a scale that 
does the mountains justice. 
Alberta photogs like Dan Hudson 
are also represented. Some of 
Hudson’‘s paintings (I didn’t know 
he painted, either) are on display, 
as well as stunning artwork by 
pro-rider Tina Basich—a girl who 
will never have to get a real job. 
There’s an actual Snurfer on one 
wall (the snowboard’s primitive 
ancestor) as well as early designs 
by sport founders Jake Burton 
and Tom Sims, Look for com- 
mentary on the changing shape 
of snowboarding by these and 
the many other contributors. First 
Descent runs at the Walter Phillips 
Gallery until January 23, 2000, 
when curator Sarah Cook will 
take it to Bellevue, Washington. 
—RICK OVERWATER 
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ridge -39 cm base, 3cm in last week, 3 lifts open 
- good to very good on groomed runs, triple chair and c-bar operating 

Mm - 48cm base, 8cm in last 24 hours, 1 lift and 35 runs open 

Fortress Mtn - 81 cm base, 34cm in last 2 days, more snow expected, almost all runs open 
Lake Louise - 112 cm base, 49cm at base in last 5 days, excellent conditions overall 
Marmot Basin - 81 cm base, 16cm is last 24 hours, 48/53 runs open, all lifts open | 
Nakiska - Opening December 15, very good skiing for opening day 
Mt Norquay- Opening December 16, 16 cm in last couple of days i 
Sunshine -150 cm base, 57cm in last S days, 12 lifts open, 77/91 runs open 
Wintergreen -35cm base, Scm in last 11 days 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Apex -80cm base, 29cm in last 7 days, 3/5 lifts open, 14/60 runs open 

Big White -149cm base, 6cm in last 24 hours, 6 lifts and 66 runs open 

Fairmont -Opening December 18 

Fernie -166cm base, 13cm in last 24 hours, 7/9lifts and 90/97 runs open 

Kimberley -Opening December 17 

Mt Seymour -184cm base, 12 cm in Ist 24 hours 

Panorama-76cm base, 7 cm in last 24 hours, 5 lifts and 8 runs open, 1/2 pipe open 
f Powder Springs-Opening December 18, 180 cm base, 25cm in last 3 days 

Red Mm -130cm base, 3cm in last 24 hours, packed powder snow, 68/83 runs open 
Silverstar -140cm base, 2cm in last 24 hours, 5 lifts and 63/85 runs open 

Sun Peaks-107cm base, 15cm in last week, 5 lifts and 80% of terrain open 
Whistler/Blackcomb-200cm base, 6cm new snow 

Whitetooth-Opening December 17 

Whitewater-170cm base, 6cm jn last 24 hours, powder, packed & machine groomed 


U N ITED STATES Big Mountain -117cm base, 23cm in last 24 hours, 6lifts and 80% of terrain open 


Big Sky -75Scm base, 5 cm in last 24 hours, 5 lifts and 16 runs open 
Schweitzer-125cm base, 8 cm in last 24 hours, 6 lifts open 








All conditions accurate at 3pm, December 15 | 
i 
| 











The DB ise Plus Card 
S49 ccs 


Get one day of 
® skiing or riding FREE 
(up to a $53 value). 





Then save up to $24 
when you ski 
plus save on other cool stuff. 


Available Until Dec. 31/99 


Available at 7-Eleven, AMA locations and ski shops. 





Nakiska is opening December 15 
Jeff Paterson Half-pipe OPEN 


Kimberley still cpailltes more snow 





fj, take 
fe i buise 


Kimb erley 


For more information Call Wale 2-LOUISE (256- cee Snow Conditions (403) CHINOOK (244-6665) 
Resorts of the Canadian Rockies, Suite 505, 1550 8th St. S.W. Calgary www.skilouise.com 


By COLIN “ZEKE THE 
SKI FREAK” CATHREA 
area 


TTA TS 


School board 


| look back upon my first few 
attempts at snowboarding with fond- 
ness—and a certain degree of humili- 
ty. Here are a few tips on what to 
expect when you trade in those 
trusty sticks on your feet for a new 
snowboard. 

You are going to fall. Many, 
many times. | don’t care if you spend 
the entire first day standing at the 
bottom of the hill—you will fall down. 
Manufacturers build into every 
snowboard an internal sensor which 
detects beginners and exerts a pow- 
erful gravitational force that sucks 
you down into the snow. This is 
especially true if you have a cocky 
“\'m joe Athlete and I'll rule in no 
time” attitude. The older you are, 
the harder the sensor works. You will 
fall in all directions. On skis, you 
rarely hit the back of your head and 
your face. These will be your prime 
landing areas, once you've sprained 
your wrists. 

After the falling comes the sore- 
ness as you lie woefully in bed the 
next morning. You will have bruises 
where you didn’t think you could get 
them. Your ears may be bruised. You 
can circumvent the pain to some 
extent by wearing full coverage 
hockey equipment your first few 
times out. 


You will, however, discover many 
positives on your new journey. First 
you'll learn really fast, for several rea. 
sons. For instance, you'll have already 
have internalized the concepts oj 
edging, skidding and sliding. It may 
take some time to adapt them to the 
new setting, but soon the same con. 
cepts that turn a ski will begin to 
show up in your boarding technique 
Within three or four full days, you’! 
have already reached an intermediate 
level. 

It may help to try a drill before 
you jump off the skis in order to 
accustom yourself to the new sensa- 
tions you'll have on the board. Going 
sideways is not a position you'll be 
familiar with, after all, from your ski- 
ing days, but it’s an important posi- 
tion for snowboarders to master and 
is the main speed control technique 
for beginner-intermediates. Find a 
nice smooth hill and get up some 
speed on your skis. Throw them side- 
ways with the downhill edges tipped 
back toward yourself. (This is a key 
technique for avoiding the Ski 
Patrol’s toboggan.) If you can prac- 
tise this, you will eliminate one of the 
hardest crashes snowboarders 
encounter: the “downhill edge sud- 
den abrupt body slam” or DESABS, 
which you'll note is only a couple of 
letters away from DISABLED! You'll 
want to inform your instructor you're 
aware of DESABS and would like to 
avoid it. 


Overall, learning to snowboard ” 


involves more pros than cons. You'll 
never cross your tips, do the splits or 
break a pole. You'll gain a whole new 
appreciation for powder—it’s the 
best thing you can experience on a 
board. Old runs will become new 
again. So go strap one on and give it 
a try. Believe me: once those bruises 
heal, you'll come to love it. O 
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Philippe Poloni's Olivo Oliva strikes oil 


Bizarre book shows 
it’s better to be 
pitted than scorned 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


hilippe Poloni is a first-time 
Pres: whose inner-sleeve 

bio contains this mysterious 
sentence, which reads like some- 
thing out of a Mark Helprin story: 
“Poloni became a writer following a 
revelation during a visit to the 
Museum of Navigation in Oslo, Nor- 
way.” His novel shares Helprin’s 
love of grand, elemental emotions 
and deadpan narrative jokes, but 
Poloni has an earthy, Sicilian quali- 
ty—not to mention a bizarre imagi- 
nation—all his own. His novel, Olivo 
Oliva, has such a goofball! premise 
and such an idiosyncratic writing 
style that it’s hard to tell if it’s bril- 
liant or godawful. Whatever it is, it’s 
hard to forget a book whose plot 
kicks into action when an olive 
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..be fabulous 


spies a couple making love under- 
neath it and persuades the tree to 
drop him into the woman’s vagina. 
Or, as Poloni puts it, “the cleft that 
separates that part of the anatomy 
into two model sections.” 

Poloni does enjoy his florid 
turns of phrase—or at 
least David Homel, 
who translated the 
book from the Ital- 
ian, and who, I assume, 
has stayed true to Poloni’s tone, 
does. You can’t get through a 
descriptive passage without tripping 
across a sentence like “Her buttocks 
were shaped like mandolins... her 
breasts formed two domes that 
owed more to an architectonic idea 
of rotundity than to the sensual 
curves of a real woman.” 

He loves obscure words like 
“peduncle,” “denticle” and “sicarii” 
and solecisms like “revolverized” 
(which he uses where a normal 
writer would simply type “shot”). 
And he adores ending sentences 
with exclamation points, as in “The 


latemilatemel ame) 






noodles slapped against their 
palates and their lips shone like the 
halos in a Giotto fresco!” or “The 
camel sisters were pious and they 
knew their way around a stove!” At 
the end of the first chapter, after a 
child has been born who is... how 
do I| say this?... part 
boy and part olive, 
after the mother 
has died during 
childbirth, after her 
father dies, having ordered the 
decapitation of her lover, Poloni 
writes, “God, had things gotten 
complicated!” 


Ol my children 


Olivo, the little orphaned olive-boy, 
winds up in North America, not 
knowing who his parents were, not 
knowing the true reason why his 
skin is so swarthy and his hair so 
oily. (If he ever hooked up with the 
title character in Jean-Claude Lau- 
zon’s film Léolo, who believed he was 
the offspring of his mother and a 
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tomato, all they’d py. 
need to do is finda | 
woman with a yeast 
infection and we'd 
have a human 
bruschetta on our 
hands.) 

He becomes an 
employee of an 
Italian crime boss, 
working not, as 
you might expect, 
as a pit boss, but as 
a paid assassin. 
The boss, Mr. 
Apandollo, gets the 
most memorable 
scene in the book 
when, in order to 
demonstrate his 
ruthlessness—not 
to mention his 
power to deter- 
mine reality—he 
takes a pair of 
shears and snips 
off the wings of 
Toni, his pet 
canary, who he 
claims has been 
plotting against him. (“If I tell you 
that Toni was plotting against me,” 
he tells Olivo, “you can be sure he 
was.”) Olivo carries the two wings 
with him for the rest of the book 
as a symbol of the mysterious 
desire he feels to learn about his 
origins—“That’s nostalgia,” writes 
Poloni. “To possess two dead wings 
and remember their movement 
and music.” 


Cheque out that guy’s ass 


What rescues Olivo Oliva from falling 
flat on its face is that for all Poloni’s 
operatic plotting and over-the-top 
writing, the book never seems pre- 
tentious. Indeed, Poloni turns the 


Your Vue 
Continued from page 5 


know that it is wrong to steal from 
their neighbour. 

What they haven’t figured out yet 
is that once you get beyond this one- 
to-one level and pit the individual 
against transnational conglomerates, 
government bureaucracies, agribusi- 
ness and the banking and gas monop- 
olies, it becomes a value judgment to 
decide who is stealing from whom. 
Capitalism is a license to steal; the 
government simply regulates who 
does the stealing and how much. 

There is no known argument for 
stupidity. The envious, gullible middle 
class has internalized the social values 
of the rich and powerful—dog-eat- 
dog competitions and hypocritical 
charity—and actually espouses them 
more fiercely than the rich. Psycholog- 
ically, it's called “identification with 
the aggressor.” Sanctimonious charity 


assuages the guilt while doing more 
for the giver than the receiver. 





OLIV.O;OLIVA 


final sequence, as Olivo returns to 
the plantation and the site of the 


olive tree where he was conceived, ~ 


into an anticlimactic low-comedy 
encounter with a pair of olive-culti- 
vating peasants and their donkey 
(whom they consider every bit their 
equal as a worker—it even gets a sep 
arate paycheque). It’s pretty easy to 
make fun of Olivo Oliva’s excesses 
but not many books have kept me so 
eager to keep reading to find out 
what crazy thing the author would 
toss at me next. O 





~ By Philippe Poloni * eres by 
David Homel Stoddart Publishing « 
197 pp. © $19.99 


Can poverty ever be cured? It was 
unknown in distant cultures until they 
became “developed.” There probably 
wasn’t any among North American 
First Nations peoples before most of 
them (estimates range up to 10 mil- 
lion) were exterminated. Today, in 
some industrial nations—Sweden, 
Norway, Japan—poverty is minimal 
Here, in the late 1940s and early 
1950s, unemployment seldom rose 
above three per cent. 

Canadians are reported to be the 
best-educated in the world (with 
more university graduates per capita 
than in any other country). That’s 
small comfort to those who continue 
to be abused by politicians. For their 
own good, of course. Emotions are 
stirred faster than intelligence. 

Poverty should shame us all, but 
especially our elected employees, who 
have the power to abolish it. One can 
only laugh at their insecurity and cow- 
ardice in failing to do so. And at their 
wealthy or comfortable accomplices. 
Their values are screwed up—vulgar 
values. —Fred Doucias, EDMONTON 
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Y2K fashion trends get skimpy Coverage - 


Wear Dainty Devils 
on New Year's and 
go straight to hell 


_By FRANCIS TETRAULT 


at with Santa Claus keep- 
ing a watchful eye on 
who's naughty and who's 


nice, you may want to avoid wear- 
ing some of these eye-catching 
numbers, which could give even the 
most angelic person a decidedly 
devilish outward appearance. 
Whether you're shopping for a 
stocking stuffer, a little something 
for lounging around in on Boxing 
Day or perhaps some exotic club- 
wear for that upcoming millennium 
bash, a home-based company 
known as Dainty Devils probably 
has just the thing you're looking for. 
For some, walking into a lingerie 
store or a “lover’s shop” can be an 
embarrassing experience, especially if 
you're an easily abashed male. Dainty 


Parts 


=e 





Devils began its life a year and a half 
ago as an attempt to create a less 
intimidating sort of adult store; that 
modest business, which at first consist- 
ed of little more than a stack of cata- 


4 . Saas 








logues and a receipt book, has now 
grown into a large-scale enterprise. 
Dainty Devils specializes in lin- 
gerie, adult novelties, costumes, 
exotic clubwear, fetish wear and 
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even shoes. Their home-based busi- 
ness was built on referrals from 
clients, stag-ettes, bridal showers, 
home parties and even 
“house calls” to 
clients who prefer 
to have the lingerie 
store come to them. 
Dainty Devils always carries a vari- 
ety of stock on hand—by Canadian 
manufacturers whenever possible— 
but orders for their more specialized 
items can be placed through their 
catalogue. 


The thong remains 
the same 


One of those choices is the wrap che- 
mise (center), which comes complete 
with a thong featuring a special mil- 
lennium design—a perfect look for an 










ay 
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intimate First Night. If leather or fetis 
wear is your thing, this red PVC outfit 
by Ontario’s Allure Leathers (left) is a 
surprisingly affordable 
choice: the skirt is a 
mere $49, the zip 
top is $35 and $25 
will get you the match- 
ing thong underneath. 

If you prefer the '70s to the ‘00s, - 
this “Feelin’ Groovy” number by Cal- 
ifornia-based Dreamgirl (on page 21 
will keep you under the mirror ball 
all night long. And if you’re deter- 
mined to catch the millennium bug 
this skimpier tank and shorts combo 
(tight) could provide the light show 
that will lure it in, 

Dainty Devils offers many other 
styles—outfits that, if they were pic- 
tured here, could ruin Vue Weekly's 
reputation completely. If you want 
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BIG TIME 
ENTERTAINMENT, 


ie BIG TIME FUN! 


LAE RES URTON MALL «+ PH: 481-6420 


Advance tickets at Red's 
or acs ates 487-2066 


sate THURS., DEC. 2 23 
Christmas Rock Concert 
featuring p rformances by 
Lemon Juice ¢ Picasso’ S ‘Life 
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<www.reds.ab.ca> 


Ryan Ira at Lion’s Head Pub « 
The New Old Boys at Nichol- 
by’s * Disciples of Power at 


Renslip * New City Likwid Lounge « 
Thu, Dec 16 Have bass, will travel— 
that’s how Renslip bass player Rob 
Colclough sums up his hopes for the 


band in 2000. “Everybody's working 
day jobs at the moment,” says Col- 
clough, “but we're willing to quit if 
we can do some touring.” 

The group has already done its 
fair share of moving. “Terry [Fitzger- 
ald, Renslip’s lead singer and lead 
guitar player] and | got together 
about five years ago in our home- 
town of Fort McMurray,” recalls Col- 
clough. They teamedup with 
schoolmate and rhythm guitarist 
Craig Moffitt to form Renslip. Drum- 
mer Todd Pretty wasn’t in the band 
at that time but, says Colclough, “We 
knew him in school, too, and ran into 
him again in Edmonton.” 

Renslip decided to make the big 
trek down Highway 63 after doing 
“pretty much everything we could in 
Fort McMurray,” as Colclough puts 





it. The group opened shows for Kim 
Mitchell, Matt Minglewood and Big 
Sugar and even recorded a couple of 
CDs. “The first one was called Thick 
and Thin,” says Colclough, “and the 
second was made up of music and 
songs we composed for a production 
of The Grapes of Wrath that was done 
at Keyano College.” 

Renslip play a bold, meaty, funky 
style of blues rock which they plan to 
capture on a third disc early in the 
new year. “We're going to do it at 
Plumb Recorders,” says Colclough, 
“and we hope to release it in Febru- 
ary 2000.” 

One of the things that strikes 
anyone who attends a Renslip gig is 
the band’s great sartorial acumen. 
“The suits?” laughs Colclough. “Well, 
that comes from Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy.” The group went en masse to 
check out the California swing band’s 
first show at Red’s in October 1998. 
“Those guys looked sharp,” says Col- 
clough with awe, “so we decided we 
didn’t want to go onstage anymore 
looking like we just got off the 
street.” The only drawback to the 
band’s look are the hefty dry-clean- 
ing bills. “They are expensive to 
clean,” grimaces Colclough, “so we 
don’t wear them to every gig.” 

How would the suits fare on a 
tour? Colclough isn’t certain, but 
he’d definitely like to find out. “The 
CD's coming out, so we'd like to find 
a manager and get out on the road,” 
is Rob Colclough’s dream for Renslip 
in the year 2000. 


Time waits for Nomads 


The Nomads ¢ Sidetrack Café « 
Thu-Sat, Dec 16-18 As sure a sign of 
Christmas as Santa descending the 
chimney is the Nomads ascending 
the Sidetrack Café stage. “We look 
forward to it every year,” says chief 


more entertainment 


more often 


Thursday 


Dec. 16—Auntie Kate at Blues 
on Whyte * Linda MacDon- 
ald, Vaughn Edwards at Cap- 
puccino Affair * Dianne King 
Trio at Four Rooms Restaurant 
* Darrell Barr and Company 
at Hard Rock Café * Ryan Ira 
at Lion’s Head Pub « Renslip, 
Quickus Evictus at New City 
Likwid Lounge * Sam August 
at Sherlock Holmes Capilano « 
Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM ° The Nomads at Side- 
track Café « Recipe From a 
Small Planet at Urban Lounge 
* St. Albert Jazz Band at Yard- 
bird Suite 


Friday 


Dec. 17—Auntie Kate at Blues 
on Whyte * Texas Blood 
Money, Two Times Under, 
Out From Under, Real at City 
Media Club Times Two at 
Dariem’‘s Lounge * Wendy 
McNeill at Expressionz Café « 
The Heavenly Blues Band at 
Highrun Club * Los Cami- 
nantes at La Habana « Mr. 
Lucky at Lion and Crow 


Rebar * Sam August at Sher- 


lock Holmes Capilano * Tony 
Dizon at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Duff Robison at 
Sherlock Holmes on Whyte * 
Tim Becker at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM * The Nomads 
at Sidetrack Café * Mike 
McDonald at Sugar Bowl * 
Irene Tarnawsky at Ukrainian 
Centre * Feast at Urban 
Lounge * Kent Sangster Trio 
at Zenari’s on Ist 


Saturday 


Dec. 18—Hidden Agenda 
with Gord Steinke at Billy 
Budds ¢ Gig Pariseau, 
Chenoa Marcotte, Jessica 
Clemente at Black Dog * Aun- 
tie Kate at Blues on Whyte 
L.0.C., Mama Guroove, 
Phoenix, Assemblage Point 
at City Media Club ¢ The 
Time Flies at Expressionz Café 
* Knee Deep in Grass, Wel- 
fare Tuxedo, McGowan Fam- 
ily Band, Bee Feeders, 
Darksand, Time Enough, 
Michelle B. at Fulton Hall 
The Heavenly Blues Band at 
Highrun Club * Los Cami- 
nantes at La Habana « Mr. 
Lucky at Lion and Crow * 
Ryan Ira at Lion’s Head Pub * 
Corb Lund Band, The Puri- 
tans at New City Likwid 
Lounge * Tony Dizon at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown « Duff 


cable 7 
channel 31 


Nomad Garry McDonall. “We do so 
many corporate things throughout 
the year that this is one of the only 
times our fans can actually go to a 
club and see us.” 

The Nomads are partial to the 
Sidetrack. The band recorded its 
most recent CD in the room, titling it 
Almost Live at the Sidetrack Café. “We 
call it that for two reasons,” chuckles 
McDonall. “First, it’s not completely 
live because we added some studio 
overdubs to it before it was released, 
and secondly, the title pokes a bit of 
fun at our ages.” 





The Nomads are, without a 
doubt... venerable musicians, shall we 
say? They've been rocking Edmonton 
since the early ‘60s and still maintain 
a schedule that would be the envy of 
bands half, or even a third their age. 
“We've pretty much played every 
weekend since August,” says McDon- 
all as he skims the band’s calendar. 
He points to the Oilmen’s Golf Tour- 
nament in Banff and the Briar at the 
Sportex as standout gigs among the 
band’s fall bookings. 

The group will play in front of a 
full house on New Year's Eve. They 
and the Tommy Banks Band will sup- 
ply the music for the Westin Hotel’s 
Dinner of the Century for the millenni- 
um. “It’s a big show,” says McDonall. 
“We've got dancers and announcers 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


WHO'S PLAYING WHERE AND WHEN THIS WEEK 








on Ist 


Sunday 


Monday 


Café 


Tuesday 


Robison at Sherlock Holmes 
on Whyte * Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM * The 
Nomads at Sidetrack Café » 
Hip Pocket, Bandano at The 
Loft * Feast at Urban Lounge 
* Rhonda Stakich at Zenari’s 


Dec. 19—Swingin’ Ya Band at 
Blues on Whyte ¢ Blaze at 
New City Likwid Lounge * 
Lester Quitzau, Mike McDon- 
ald Band, Shannon Johnson, 
Terry Morrison, Maria Dunn, 
Ben Sures, The McFlys, The 
Paul Bromley and Joel Kroek- 
er Contingent, Hillbilly Wish- 
bone, Wendy McNeill, Jerry 
Jerry, Chris Smith and Tech- 
norkestra at Rose Bowl 


Dec. 20—Tacoy Ryde at Blues 
on Whyte * George Fox at 
Horizon Stage * Tony Dizon at 
Lion's Head Pub « Richard 
Blaze at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte ¢ Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM « Mad 
Bomber Society at Sidetrack 


Dec, 21—Tacoy Ryde at Blues 





on Whyte * George Fox 
at Horizon Stage * Tony 
Dizon at Lion’s Head Pub 
Sam August at Sherlock 
Holmes Downtown ¢ Richard 
Blaze at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM * Maria 
Dunn, Shannon Johnson, 
Terry Morrison at Sidetrack 
Café 


Wednesday 


Dec, 22—Old Reliable at 
Black Dog * Tacoy Ryde at 
Blues on Whyte * Tony Dizon 
at Lion’s Head Pub * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM « The 
Rault Brothers, Dave Bab- 
cock at Sidetrack Café * Mad 
Bomber Society at Urban 
Lounge 


Thursday 


Dec. 23—Tacoy Ryde at Blues 
on Whyte © Godiva at Four 
Rooms Restaurant * Tony 
Dizon at Lion’s Head Pub » 
Greasy Meat Boys, Free Radi- 
cals, Usual Beauty at New 
City Likwid Lounge * Sam 
August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown * Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ 
Bubba at Urban Lounge 














































Music Notes 
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on the show besides ourselves.” Audi- 
ences will take a musical and culinary 
tour through the 20th century, with 
appropriate song selections and food 
courses representing every single 
decade. The show has been sold out 
for months. 

Early in January, the Nomads plan 
to do something they haven’t done 
for a few years: record original songs. 
“We have been working on some 
original stuff,” says McDonall, “and 
we've been talking to some songwrit- 
ers around town about contributing 
to the project.” If all goes well, the 
Nomads may mark the new century 
by issuing a CD of original music by 
the end of 2000. 

McDonall also hopes to get the 
group on the road a bit more. “I'd like 
us to go to Vancouver and Seattle in 
the summer,” he says, “and generally 
I'd like to do some more club work. In 
fact [he adds with mock indignation] 
I'd like to play the Sidetrack Cafe 
more often. I'll have to call [Sidetrack 
booker Kathy Kirby] on that.” Kirby: 
consider yourself warned! 


Ain’‘t nobody here but 
Charles Dickens 








Christmas Carol Project ‘99 « 
MacLab Theatre, The Citadel » Sat- 
Sun, Dec 18-19 John Armstrong’s 
baby is growing up. The Christmas 
Carol Project, which Armstrong con- 
ceived a few years ago, has become a 
perennial favourite on the city’s 
December entertainment circuit and 
marks its fourth anniversary in 1999. 
This year, the production moves to 
the Citadel’s MacLab Theatre with an 
evening performance on December 
18 and a 2 p.m. matinee on the 
19th. 

“There were a couple of reasons 
for leaving our original home in the 
Catalyst Theatre,” says Armstrong. 
“It's been difficult to keep ticket 
prices in line at the Catalyst because 
we have such a large cast and the 
theatre seats only 150 people.” The 
MacLab, however, seats almost 700. 
The show has also partnered up with 
the THEATrePUBLIC company, Arm- 
strong explains, “so running it in the 
MacLab serves as a bit of a blueprint 
for maybe playing other soft-seaters 
in Red Deer and Calgary.” 

This year’s show features the 
same cast as the 1998 edition. Bill 
Bourne is Ebenezer Scrooge, Tom 
Roschkov is Bob Cratchit, Kevin Cook 
is the Ghost of Marley (Jacob, not 
Bob), Terry Morrison is the Ghost of 
Christmas Past, Al Brant (pictured 
above) is the Ghost of Christmas Pre- 
sent, Dale Ladouceur is the Ghost of 
Christmas Future and Maria Dunn is 
Tiny Tim. 

“The show is a contemporary 
take on A Christmas Carol,” says Arm- 
strong. “Our narrator, Kenneth 
Brown, reads actual text from the 
story, and each musician has written 
a song that springs from his or her 
character.” Maria Dunn has gone so 
far as to release her Tiny Tim song 
“God Bless Us Everyone” as a single, 
and Armstrong anticipates it will 





receive some local radio airplay in the 
days leading up to Christmas. 

As the Christmas Carol project 
continues to evolve, Armstrong is 
confident that the show’s future will 
be both merry and bright, especially 
with the involvement of THEATrePUB- 
LIC. “I'm moving my company [Brass 
Monkey Productions] into music pro- 
duction,” says Armstrong, “so | want- 
ed the Christmas Caro! project to 
have a life beyond me.” 

Given how quickly his baby has 
begun to walk on its own, it looks 
like Armstrong has made a good 
decision to bring THEATrePUBLIC on 
board—and to guarantee Edmonton 
a fifth edition of the show come 
2000. 


Claus for celebration 





Santas Anonymous Jam ® Rose 
Bowl Pizza * Sun, Dec 19 Mike 
McDonald is once again doing his bit 
for 630 CHED’s “Santas Anonymous” 
campaign. The McDonald-fronted 
Santas Anonymous Jam will run for 
the seventh time this Sunday at Rose 
Bowl Pizza 

“The first time | did this, it was a 
massive job,” says McDonald, “but 
now | know what needs to be done, 
so it’s a lot smoother. Besides, put- 
ting a gig together is nothing | don’t 
do as part of my regular day-to-day 
stuff.” 

This year's lineup features Mc- 
Donald’s band (“I thought | should 
hire myself,” he laughs) and Jam fix- 
ture Lester Quitzau. “Lester’s created 
a permanent spot on the bill for him- 
self because of his spaced-out ver- 
sion of ‘Silent Night,’” says 
McDonald. “I’ve also managed to 
talk Shannon Johnson, Terry Morri- 
son, Maria Dunn [pictured above] 
and Ben Sures into teaming up. | 
don’t know exactly what they're 
going to do, but I’m sure it will be 
brilliant.” Other guests include the 
McFlys (a group fronted by Mike Mc- 
Donald Band keyboardist David 
Shepherd), Paul Bromley and Joel 
Kroeker, Hillbilly Wishbone, Wendy 
McNeill and Chris Smith and Tec- 
knorkestra. Winston Herbert and 
Angus Wyatt will emcee the evening. 

The Santas Anonymous Jam also 
marks the welcome return to 
Edmonton of prodigal son Jerry Jerry. 
Jerry and his Sons of Rhythm Orches- 
tra were fixtures on the city’s early 
punk scene. Alas, the charms of 
Montreal lured him away in the ‘B0s 
and, in McDonald's words, “One of 
the true personalities on the scene 
was gone.” But jerry and his family 
moved back to E-Town six months 
ago, and McDonald proudly says the 
Jam will be his first Edmonton gig 
since his return. 

But if you believe the Rose Bowl 
show is merely a side project of 
McDonald's, think again. The show is 
what's known in the advertising 
world as an “officially sanctioned 
event.” “| write them a letter request- 
ing permission to be an ‘official San- 
tas Anonymous Event,’” explains 
McDonald, “and they write back and 
give me the okay and supply me with 
posters to help promote the show.” 
He says the first couple of times he 
showed up at the depot, the staff 


Mons Aic— 
weren't quite sure what to make of 
this “unshaven, dishevelled musi- 
cian,” as he describes himself. This 
year, he says, everything was differ- 
ent. “They knew who | was when | 
came in,” McDonald says 

McDonald's goal each year is t 
outdo the previous year’s donations 


“We've never missed,” he says 








proudly, noting that last year’s jam 
raised $1,100. As | s he keeps 
topping himself, McDonald pro 
nounces himself satisfied. “I'm com 
mitted to the idea and event,” he 
says. “You know, if it didn’t require 
some effort on my part, | don’t think 
I'd feel | was making any difference.” 
As the thousands of kids Santas 


Anonymous benefits each year could 
tell McDonald, the effects of his hard 
work are felt in countless Edmonton 
homes 


Fox populi 











1; 
George Fox Horizon Stage * Mon, 
Dec 20 First came the album, then 
the TV special and now the George 
Fox Christmas tour arrives in the 
Capitol Region. 

The Cochrane, Alberta country 
singer—who now resides in southern 
Ontario—probably could have used a 
bit of Christmas cheer earlier this 
year after weathering some unex- 
pected upheaval to his career. After 
10 years and seven albums with 
Warner Music, Fox suddenly found 
himself without a labe!. He’s still 
managed by the Anne Murray-owned 
Balmur Entertainment Ltd.—but who 
would release Fox’s CDs? 

Into the breach stepped Oasis 
Entertainment Inc. The new Canadi- 
an independent label started by the 
Tragically Hip’s management group 
picked up distribution rights to A 
George Fox Christmas and released 
the disc on October 26. 

On November 23, Fox set out on 
a 23-date western Canadian tour that 
began in Thompson, Manitoba 
before snaking its way through much 
of Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
along with parts of B.C. and Alberta. 
The Horizon Stage date is the sec- 
ond-last show on the tour. 

Fox taped a television special, 
also called A George Fox Christmas, 
before heading out on the tour. The 
CBC special aired on December 15 
and featured the usual improbable 
conglomeration of CBC guest stars. 
Classical prodigy Wesley Chu was a 
featured performer, along with the 
Moffats, actress and singer Rebecca 
Jenkins and even Hockey Hall-ol- 
Famer Johnny Bower, The show was 
taped principally in Fox's Cochrane 
hometown—fitting enough consider- 
ing Cochrane renamed a street after 
its famous son in 1995. 

Fox's stage show is heavy on 
tunes from his Christmas disc. Expect 
to hear “Silent Night,” “Away in a 
Manager,” “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
and Rolf Harris’s Australian Christmas 
oddity “Six White Boomers.” Appar- 
ently, that song is a childhood 
favourite of Fox's. 

George Fox hasn‘t made any 
announcements as to his future plans 
for his country career but—for the 
time being, anyway—he's Mr. Christ- 
mas to a lot of fans across Canada. © 
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<None>For a FREE listing, 
fax 426-2889 or 

e-mail listings@vule.ab.ca. 
Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


Turn to “More Music” on page 22 for day-to-day listings. 


A Iternative 


THE ATTIC BAR AND LOUNGE 
10407-82 Ave., 433-1969. *Every MON 
Open Stage hosted by Skid Daddy. THU: 
Student Night. 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
(upstairs)10324 Whyte Ave., 436-4418. 
*Every TUE: 9-12 pm: Noise pollution 
w/DJs Cletus and Torso playing industri- 
al, ambient, etc. 


FULTON HALL 6115 Fulton Rd. SAT 
18 (S pm): Gigzilla IV: Millennium 
Meltdown: Knee Deep In Grass, Welfare 
Tuxedo, McGowan Family Band, Bee 
Feeders, Darksand, Time Enough, 
Michelle B. TIX: $5 or $7 @ door. 


MICKEY FINN’S 2nd Fi., 10511A-82 
Ave., 439-9852. *Every SUN: Open 
Stage hosted by Everett LaRoi. *Every 
TUE; Name That Tune. *Every WED: 
Trivia Night. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 St., 413-4578. LIKWID 
LOUNGE: THU 16 (9 pm): Renslip, 
Quickus Evictus. SAT 18: Corb Lund 
Band-CD Release party, the Puritans. 
Adv. TIX; @ Blackbyrd Myoozic, New City. 
$6 adv, $8 @ door. SUN 19: Blaze-hip 
hop. THU 23 (9 pm): Greasy Meat Boys, 
Free Radicals, Usual Beauty. FRI 24: 
Christmas dinner-closing 11 pm. 


REBAR 10551-82 Ave., 433- 3600. 
*Every SUN: (downstairs) DJ Big DaDa, 
scary music from the dark side, *Every 
SUN: (downstairs): DJ Big Dada. FRI 17: 
Disciples of Power. 


REGAL BAR AND CAFE 10025 Jasper 
Ave., 990-1212. 
www.mildandhoney.ab.ca/otherworld. 
*Every SAT night live music. 


Blues & roots 


BLACK DOG 10425-82 Ave., 
439-1082. *Every SAT (3-6 pm): Hair of 
the Dog. SAT 18; Gig Pariseau with 
Chenoa Marcotte & Jessica Clemente. 
no cover. WED 22: Hillbilly ho-ho-ho 
down: Old Reliable. no cover. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave., 
439- 5058. *Every SAT aft: Blues Jam. THU 
16-SAT 18: Auntie Kate. SUN 19: Swingin’ 
Ya Band. MON 20-THU 23: Racoy Ryde. 
SUN 26: Tacoy Ryde. (closed Dec. 24-25). 


CALIENTE LATIN CLUB 10815 jasper 
Ave., Mayfair Hotel, 425-0850. *Every THU 
(8:30 pm): Free dancing lessons and Dance 
Party. *Every SUN (7-11 pm): Open Jam 
with Tilo Paiz. 


CAPPUCCINO AFFAIR 9 Sioux Rd., 
Sherwood Park, 417-3334. THU 16 
(7:30-10P30 pm): Linda MacDonald and 
Vaughn Edwards-Celtic duo. 


CITY MEDIA CLUB 6005-103 St., 
433-5183. Every FRI: Dart Night (No 
dart night on Dec. 24 or 31). FRI 17 (9 
pm): Texas Blood Money, Two Times 
Under, Out From Under, Real. TIX: $6 @ 











































































SQUIRES PUB & 
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door. SAT 18 (9 pm); L.O.C., Mama 
Guroove, Pheonix, Assemblage Point. 
TIX: $6 @ door. 


CLUB CAR LOUNGE 11948-127 Ave., 
453-1995. eEvery SUN (2-7 pm): the 
KGB hosting the Traffic jam Sessions 
CLUB MACARENA 10816-95 St., 
425-5338. *Every SUN: Jammin’ & 
Madness (Open Jam). 


DEVLIN’S 10507-82 Ave., 437-7489 
Every MON (8:30 pm) Bubba. Funky jazz, 
groove abstract. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, MARKET & MEET- 
ING PLACE 9142-118 Ave., 471-9125. FRI 
17 (7:30-10 pm): Wendy McNeill-singer- 
songwriter, hosts: Bissett & Watt. SAT 18 
(11:30 am-1:30 pm): The Time Flies- 
Childrens Musical Entertainers. Donation. 


FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St., 
439-9788, 461-1358. *Every MON (7:30 
pm): Country Classic Jam Session & Open 
Stage. *Every WED (7:30 pm): Bluegrass 
Jam session. Every THU (7:30 pm): Old 
Time Fiddle Jam Session. 


GREAT CANADIAN BAGEL 8623-112 
St., 434- 0460. Every SUN: Acoustic Open 
Stage, hosted by Paul Levens (7:30-11:00 
pm). 


HIGHRUN CLUB 4926-98 Ave., 440- 
2233. *Every TUES Music Trivia. FRI 17- 
SAT 18: the Heavenly Blues Band. 


KINGS KNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave., 
433-2599. *Every THU: Thursday Nite 
Raw with the Party Hogs showcasing 
Edmonton’s New Bands. 


LA HABANA 10238-104 St., 424-5939. 
*Every WED: Latin Dance Lessons. 
*Every THU: Dance Party. FRI 17-SAT 18: 
Los Canminantes. 


LION AND CROW 367 St. Albert 
Trail, St. Albert, 460-8044. FRI 17-SAT 
18: Mr, Lucky. 


LITTLE FLOWER SCHOOL Behind 
Telus Field, 429-3624. eEvery WED (8 
pm): Open Stage hosted by Brian 
Gregg. 


THE LOFT 9703-199 St., 478-1542. 
SAT 18 (7 pm): Save Billy’s Life: Hip 
Pocket, Bandano, Open Stage Jam and 
Silent Auction-fund raiser to pay for 
musician Billy Suchodolski medical treat- 
ment. TIX: $10 adv. or @ door. 


NICHOLBY’S 11062-156 St., 448- 
2255. FRI 17 (8:30 pm): The New Old 
Boys: Gary Koliger & Ron Rault-CD 
Release Party. no cover. 


NORTHERN BLUEGRASS CIRCLE 
MUSIC SOCIETY Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave., 458- 
9102. *Every WED night (7-11:30 pm): 
Bluegrass jam. TIX: $2 cover. 


O’BYRNE’S 10616 Whyte Ave., 414- 
6766. *Every TUE: Traditional Irish music 
by Maria Dunn, Shannon Johnson and 
friends, no cover. 


PHATZ RESTAURANT 10331-82 Ave. 
*Every MON: Live Monday Nights with 
live music. 

PUCK’S SPORTS BAR 11845 Capilano 
Or., 471-1231. Every FRI & SAT: Blues 
night. 

ROSE BOWL 10111-117 St., 482- 
4646. SUN 19 (8 pm): 630 Ched‘s 
Santa’s Anonymous Jam featuring: Lester 
Quitzau, the Mike McDonald Bnad, 
Shannon Johnson, Terry Morrison, Maria 


8 ‘til midnight* 





dec 17 kent sangster trio 


featur i) 
Angry! 
-on sale\now! 433-4526 








dec 18 


“best jazz artist - 1999 ARIA Awards” 


rhonda stakich trio 
rhonda stakich 
charlie austin 
san skakun 


vocals 
piano 
drums 
* a minimum charge 

will apply 





Dunn and Ben Sures, the McFlys, the 
Paul Bromley & Joel Kroeker Contingent, 
Hillbilly Wishbone, Wendy MacNeil, 
Jerry Jerry, Chris Smith & Technorkestra. 
Hosted by Winston Herbert and Angus 
Wyatt. 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 St., 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night: 
Atomic. THU 16-FRI 17: the Nomads- 
early rock ‘n roll, r&b, soul, SAT 18: the 
Nomads-a Yuletide tradition. SUN 19: 
Retro Variety Nite. MON 20: New Music 
Mondays: All-ages licenced show: Mad 
Bomber Society, TUE 21: Brass Monkey 
Millennium Crew: Maria Dunn, Shannon 
Johnson, Terry Morrison. WED 22: CKUA 
R&B Nite: the Rault Brothers, Dave 
Babcock. THU 23: Sidetrack Stocking 
Stuffer: voices, comedy and swing/blues 
dance band-host Ben Sures. (Closed 
Dec. 24, 3 pm- Dec. 26, 5 pm 


THE SUGARBOWL 10922-88 Ave., 
433-8369. FRI 17 (10 pm): Mike 
McDonald. $2 


UKRAINIAN FOLK CONCERT Ukrainian 
Centre, 11018-97 St., 424-2037. FRI 17 
Sing-A-Long with Irene Tarnawsky. 


C lassical 


ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 
10035-103 St., 420-1757. SAT 18-SUN 19 
(8 pm): A Pro Coro Family Christmas. TIX 
$18 adults, $15 student/senior. MON 13 
(8 pm): (472-2007) Music of Christmas: 
Greenwood Singers-CD release celebra- 
tion, the University of Alberta Faculty of 
Education Handbell Ringers, Brian 
Thurgood-drums, Greg Dust-bass, Helen 
Stuart-piano. SUN 19 (2:30 pm): SUN 19 
(2:30 pm): The Spirit of Singing for the 
Spirit of Giving: Cantemus Canada. 


CAFE LACOMBE Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Chateau Lacombe, 428-6611. TUE 21: 
Italian Christmas Arias performed by 
Anthony Flynn. 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, 428-1414. FRI 17-SAT 
18 (8 pm) & SUN 19 (2 pm): Handel's 
Messiah: Sharla Nafziger-soprano, Lilia 
Sotaskaia-~-mezzo-soprano, John Tessier- 
tenor, Kevin McMillan-baritone, Richard 
Eaton Singers. TIX: $22-$52. 


FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 10025- 
105 St. WED 22 (8 pm): A Renaissance 

Christmas: Presented by Ensemble de la 
Rue, a sixteen-voice chamber choir. TIX: 
312/$7 @ door. as 


TUCKER AMPHITHEATRE Citadel, 
420-1757. SAT 18 (2:30 pm): 420-1757 
An Old Fashioned Christmas; Willan 
Chorale. 


UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON 
12530-110 Ave., 420-9018. SAT 18-SUN 
19 (7:30 pm): A Child’s Christmas in 
Wales: Griffin Consort. TIX: $12 adult, 
$8 senior/kids. 


@ lub nights 


1001 NIGHTS 10018-105 St., 448-1001. 
Every FRI-SAT: R&B, Hip Hop, Retro with Dj 
Tech. 


BARRY T’S GRAND CENTRAL STATION 
6111-107 St. *Every WED & FRI: Ladies 
Nite. *Every SAT: Dj Clay & Dj Damien. 


BOILERS DANCE PUB 10220-103 St., 
425-4767, 440-6062. *Every MON: 
Industry Night. *Every TUE: Rave Night. 
Every FRI: Male Dancer/Ladies Night. 
*Every SAT: 80’s Dance Night. 


BUDDYS DANCE PUB 10112-124 St., 488- 
6636. *Every SUN karaoke. *Every SAT aft. 
Pool Tournaments. ¢Every TUES Buddys 
Dance Pub. 


CLUB K2 12345-118 Ave., 454- 5396. 
*E-Towns hottest club. *Every FRI-SAT: Top 
40, house-D] TEK. *Every WED: Top 40, 
house, Oldskewl-D} Jiggs. *Every MON: 
Rock Fest-D] Jake. 


CLUB 2000 10812 Kingsway Ave., 479- 
4266. Top 40, dance, techno. *Every TUE: 
Ladies Night. *Every THU: Game Night. 


THE COCKTAIL CLUB 2940 Calga 
S., 490-1188. Every FRI: T.G.1.F. Girls 
Night Out. 


GALILEO CLUB/RESTAURANT SPORTS 
BAR 10108-149 St., 414-6896. *Every 
THU: R&B, hip hop, and old school. 
Every FRI: Hi NRG new groove with Jason 
L.P. *Every SUN: D}. 


GALLERY LOUNGE Mayfield Inn, 
16615-109 Ave., 484-0821. *Every 
THU-SAT: Dan Daniels plays sounds from 
the ‘50s, ‘60s, ‘70s. 


GREENHOUSE 13103 Fort Rd, 
472-9898. *Every WED: Chris Knight 
from Power 92. *Every THU: Ladies 
Night. 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING 
HOLE 8101-103 St., 438-1907. *Every 
SUN: live music, full menu until close. 


ORLANDO'S LOUNGE 15163-121 St., 
457-1195. *Every WED & SUN: Karaoke 
nights. THU nights — FREE pool! 


PLATINUM NIGHT CLUB 10018-105 St., 
423-4435. *Every WED Sin Night. *Every 


Trail 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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The Rascalz visited Dinwoodie 
alas, Bret “The Hitman” 
(Best of the Best),” was nowh 
perfectly well without him, though; the Rascalz may be th 

i ‘Ww Juno award, but their work is still well outside the 
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Continued from previous page 


THU: Dance music, Hip Hop, R&B, 
Reggae. #Platinum Fridays. *Every SAT: 
Ruppie Sound Machine-no cover. 


RED’S WEM, 481-6420. *Every FRI: 
Dance Party, hosts Kenny-K. *Every SAT 
(10 pm): Red’s Rebels then Dj Kenny K 
*Every SUN: Hypno Sundays, dance 
Party after show. *Every TUE: Toonie 
Tuesday. WED 22: Winter Freezell: R’n’B 
Dance Party. Adv. TIX @ Red’s (487- 
2966). 


THE ROOST Private Members’ Club, 
10345-104 St., 426-3150. *Every SUN 
D} Jazz, the Recovery Shows. *Every 
MON: Dj Jazz. *Every WED: Dj Balance 
*Every THU: Dj Da Da Ascension. 
Every FRI: Down-DJ Weena Love; Up-D} 
XTC. *Every SAT: Down-D}. Hill & Guest; 
Up-D] Code Red.*Every SAT: Up-D] 
Code Red. Weekends: Down-Retor; Up- 
House Progressive. 


SENOR FROG’S 10045-109 St., 429- 
FROG (3764). *Every FRI: Lady’s Night 
Every SUN: Industry Night. 


THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Road., 433- 
DOME. *Every THU: Ladies Night. 
*Every FRI: Millennium Fridays. *Every 
SAT: Rocks. *Every TUES: Schizophrenia 
100% Dance. 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 
439-3388. *Every FRI & SAT: serious live 
music (9 pm). *Every SUN: Open Stage 
with Jose Oiseau. THU 16: Recipe from a 
Small Planet-funk. FRI 17-SAT 18: Feast. 
WED 22: Mad Bombers Society-Ska 
THU 23: Bubba. 


ZONE 10089 Jasper Ave., 426-5535. 


oFRI& Siiadoors @ 8 pm. *Every SUN: 
Teen Nights. call for details. 


Country 


DRAKE HOTEL 3945-118 Ave., 479-3929. 
Every FRI-SAT & Every SUN aft: Second 
Chance Band. 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Claahoo Rd., 
962-8995. MON 20-TUE 21 (7:30 pm): 
Country Christmas: George Fox. 


LONGRIDERS 11733-87 St., 479-7400, 
SW of Skyreach Centre. SAT 18: Christmas 
Bureau auction. 


NASHVILLE'S ELECTRIC ROADHOUSE 
Phase Il WEM, 483-3289. *Every THU: 
Ladies’ Night. 

ONE EYED JACKS PUB & GRUB 
13042-50 St. eEvery FRI-SAT live music. 


WILD WEST 12912-50 St., 476-3388. 
*Every WED & THU (7:30-9:30 pm): free 
dancing lessons *Every SAT aft. (4:30-7 
pm): Jam. 





CROWNE PLAZA Crowne Plaza, 10111 
Bellamy Hill, 428-6611. LA RONDE Top 
40, dine & dance. *Every THU (7:30-11 
pm): John Fisher. *Every FRI & SAT 
(8-11:30 pm): John Fisher & Christine 
BECQ. 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT Every 
THU mont Jazz, 9pm-midnight, no cover. 
THU 16: Dianne King Trio. THU 23: Jazzy 
Christmas with Godiva. 


IRON BRIDGE 12520-102 Ave., 482- 
5620. *Every SAT (12-3 pm): Live Jazz 


Lounge at the U of A last Thursday, but 
Hart, whose voice graces their hit “Sharpshooter 
ere to be seen. They acquitted themselves 


€ recent recipi- 


Brunch. 


PHATZ LOUNGE 10331-82 Ave , 413- 
0930. Every MON: Fina Estamp 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande Hotel, 
101 St. & 103 Ave., 441-3036 eEvery 
TUE-SAT (9 pm-1 am): Lyle Hobbs. 
Every SAT (7-10 pm): Live jazz in 
Central Park Lounge. 


SORRENTINO’S 10612-82 Ave , 474- 
6466. *Every TUE: Tabasco Tuesdays 


TOKYO NOODLE SHOP 430-0838. Live 
soul/jazz every WED, shows at 8, 9 & 10 
pm. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave , 432- 
0428. *Every TUE: Jam Sessions: Jazz & 
Blues. TIX: $2 for everyone. THU 16 (7 
Pm doors); St. Albert jazz Band. TIX: $6 
members & guests 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117-101 St., 
425-6151. FRI 17: Kent Sangster Trio. 
SAT 18: Rhonda Stakich Trio 


Piano bars 


THE AMIGO RESTAURANT 11607 Jasper 
Ave. *Every FRI & SAT (7-9 pm), 
evenings with Lise Villeneuve 


CAFE AMANDINE 8523-91 St. *Every FRI 
& SAT (6-11 pm): Andre. 


LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 
444 Calgary Trail South, 437-6010. THU 
16-SAT 18: Ryan Ira. MON 20-SAT 25 
Tony Dizon. 


LONDON BRIDGE PUB & EATERY 
7704-104 St., Calgary Trail S., 431-1748, 
THU 16-SAT 18: A.J. WED 22-THU 23: A.J. 
no cover. 


ROSE & CROWN Sheraton Grande 
Edmonton Hotel, 10235-101 St., 
441-3036. *Every SAT (7-10) live jazz in 
Central Park Lounge. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO 
Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Ave., 463-7788. 
THU 16-FRI 17: Sam August. SAT 18: 
Music Trivia. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN 
10012-101A Ave., 426-7784. THU 16- 
SAT 18; Tony Dizon. TUE 21-FRI 24: Sarr 
August. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM 444-1752. 
*Every SUN: Newfie Night with Spirit of 
the Atlantic. THU 16-SAT 18: Tim 
Becker, SAT 18 (3-6 pm): Music Trivia. 
MON 20-THU 23: Tim Becker. 


SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE 
10341-82 Ave., 433-9676. *Every THU: 
Celtic night. *Every SUN: Karaoke, THU 
16 Celtic Night. FRI 17-SAT 18: Duff 
Robison. MON 20-TUE 21: Richard 
Blaze. THU 23: Celtic Night. 


Pop & rock 


BETTER BE ROCK 8216-175 St. Every SAT 
Live Jam. *Alternate Fridays: featuring the B & 
8 Gang; plus DJ on FRI & SAT (Bobby G) FRI: 
Rock/Sex Trivia & Dating Game. 


BILLY BUDS 63 Ave, 99 St., 970-7063. 
SAT 18 (9 pm): Hidden Agenda with 
Gord Steinke. no cover. 


DARIEM’S LOUNGE 9945-50 St., 
440-5071. FRI 17 (9 pm): Times Two- 
blues & classic rock duo. no cover. 
DRAGON HEAD Lynberg Shopping 
Centre, 7522-178 St. *Every FRI, SAT 
Classic Rock Dance Party. 


ELEPHANT & CASTLE 10314 Whyte 
Ave., 439-4545. eEvery TUES, Open 
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stage, hosted by Jose Oiseau 

FOX & HOUNDS PUB 10125-109 St 
423-2913 *Every FRI Open Stage 
HARD ROCK CAFE Bourbon St., WEM, 
444-1905. Every SUN (9 pm): Name 
that Tune. THU 16 (9 pm): Darrell Barr 
& Co. no ¢ over. 

KING’S HORSE PUB 4211-106 St., 462 
4627. *Every MON: bar/restaurant 
industry appreciation night 

LOLA’S MARTINI BAR 


439-4876. *Every WED: R 


MARIO’S 4990-9 
*Every THU- 


823 








Rare as 








OTTEWELL NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 
6104-90 Ave., 970-7963. eEvery THU 
Battle of the Bands 


PONCHO’S PUB 9006-132 Ave 
457-8718. *Every FRI live music/D] 
dance *Every SAT Karaoke/Dj with 
Brenda 

ROAD HOUSE 15540 Stony Plain Rd 
483-1100. *Live music THU-SAT. Sunday 
Showcase (8-2) 

THUNDERDOME 9920 Argyll Road 


433-3663(DOME). *Every THU: Ladies 


Night. *Every FRI: Millennium Fr days 
*Every SAT: Rocks. «Every TUES 
Schizophrenia 100% Dance. *Every 
WED: Concert night 


WILD HORSE SALOON 
Plain Road., 484-7751 
MON: karaoke. 
ment 


WINDSOR BAR & GRILL 11712-82 


Ave., 433-7800. *Every TUES: Canadian 
Music Night. Every SAT: live music. 


16625 Stony 
*Every SUN & 
THU-SAT: live entertain- 


COMLCTpOraiy MUSIC 
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D.C. & the FIX MIX ~~" - ~ 


4926-98th Avenue Edmonton - 440-2233 for reservations 
“Just 10 minutes from anywhere!” 
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Lund goes back to 


3rd Annual Fundraiser for 
Latitude 53 Society of Artists 


Stellar Silent 
Art Auction 


Brazen fashions by: 
Zoryana & 
B-Code Shoes 


Wanton styling by: 
YESS Hair Co. 


Sultry singing by Miss Dianne King & her band 
Provocateur DJ Dragan spinning 


Presidential cigar bar 


Flirtatious libations 

Cunning conversation 

Swank snacks from G. Dennis & Co., 
Louisiana Purchase 


Nina’s, Dadeo’s, 


ey ol (0) 8) (0) 


the fine art of 


chnmoozy 


Saturday 18 December 99 $5 Tickets available: 
Latitude 53 

YESS Hair Co, 
B-Code Shoes 
Zoryana 


...be there 


ZORYANA SLEEMAN 





Silent Art Auction begins at 8 PM 
Latitude 53 10137 - 104 St. 
423-5353 


SS} fa Tienda 


sSunday, Dec. 19: 
FSwingin. a Band 





Smalls bassist 
forsakes feedback 
for twang 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


s he slouches in his chair, 
nursing a cup of coffee, Corb 
Lund looks down at his cup 


and calls himself a perfectionist. “To 
my own detriment,” he chuckles. 
“There comes a time when you have 
to let things go.” 

For the past year, Lund has split 
his time between two recording pro- 
jects. Earlier this year, he released 
My Dear Little Angle, the latest chap- 
ter in the history of the Smalls. Now 
he’s indulging his rootsier side. 
When people first saw the Corb 
Lund Band perform back in 1995, 
fans of the metal scream that 
defined the Smalls were taken aback 
by the new, calm, acoustic Lund. It 
was like “Dylan-goes-electric” in 
reverse. By reaching 
back into his small- 
town upbringing, 
Lund found a side 
of himself that his 
thunderous style of rock had always 
kept submerged. 

Lund grew up in Taber, Alberta. 
The son of a rodeo rider, ranch life 
was all he knew back then, and coun- 
try was the only kind of music he 
ever heard. Records by Waylon Jen- 
nings, Marty Robbins, Kris Kristoffer- 
son and Willie Nelson were the 
soundtrack to his formative years. “I 
didn’t know any different,” he says. 
“Until I was in grade six, that was 
music to me. So when I’d come 
home, I’d put on my dad’s records.” 

The Corb Lund Band harks back 
to his youthful explorations of those 
scratchy records. “It eventually 
comes back to you,” he explains. 
“In our culture, you get the teenage 
rebellion thing happening, which to 
me was metal. Many people tell me 
that once they hit their mid-20s, the 
stuff their dads listened to became 
very appealing.” 


The tune is a 
harsh mistress 


The band (Lund, bass player Kurt 
Ciesla and drummer Ryan Vikedal) 
served almost as a classroom for 
Lund, who was looking for a way to 
get comfortable with his songwrit- 
ing skills. It also meant he had to 
overcome his trepidation about tak- 





ing centre stage as a vocalist, but 
judging from Lund’s enthusiasm for 
the group’s upcoming release, Unfor- 
giving Mistress, the experience has 
been wonderful. 

“The title refers to the music,” 
he says, “You have to work at it con- 
stantly, and it’s a demanding thing. 
It sounds kind of flaky, but if I don’t 
play music for a couple of hours 
every day, I don’t function right. 
Things get pent up and I get irritat- 
ed. I go through periods where | 
procrastinate about writing out of 
fear, and the longer I leave it, the 
worse it gets. At that point it gets 
kind of gritty.” 

The band has matured greatly 
since their first cassette release, Mod- 
ern Pain. The songs on Unforgiving 
Mistress are a rich mix of bossa nova 
rhythms, flamenco flourishes and 
heartbreaking twangs, all of which 
recall moments from Lund’s child- 
hood and the rich characters that 
populate his life. The opening num- 
ber, “Mora,” for instance, was 
inspired by the stories a 
co-worker told Lund 
while he worked as 
a parking booth 
attendant at the U of A. 

“It turned out to be a good job 
because I got a slow booth, which 
let me play guitar,” he says. “The 
guy who was training me was 
named José, and he was from Chile. 
The job’s pretty easy, so after a cou- 
ple of hours we were done, but the 
policy is for the trainer to stick 
around for a couple of days. We 
were stuck in this booth drinking 
coffee and so we'd talk. He’s got a 
fascinating life story. When I got my 
own booth, I started fooling around 
on the guitar and wrote the song. 
It’s kind of weird, because if some- 
body wrote a song like this about 
me, I don’t know how I'd feel. I 
made sure it was okay with him 
first, and he seemed pretty happy 
about it.” 


A rodeo-friendly single 


Lund decided to rework “We Used 
to Ride Em” from Moder Pain for a 
video shoot, and included the new 
version on Unforgiving Mistress. The 
song taps into the fear and uncer- 
tainty his family felt when Lund’s 
father decided to retire from the 
rodeo circuit. “Sometimes songwrit- 
ers create total fictions, and some 
are absolute truths,” he explains. “It 
was a pretty big part of my life as a 
kid, because 1 grew up around the 








Pe a 


Corb Lund looks to his past 


rodeo and ranching, so when he 
decided to do that, it was a pretty 
heavy thing for the family.” 

The prolonged birth of Unforgiv- 
ing Mistress gave Lund a chance to 
think things through thoroughly, 
which is how he prefers things. The 
suggestion that the attention to 
detail Lund lavishes upon his 
work—right down to the choice of 
cover art—could drive most people 
crazy prompts a self-deprecating 
laugh from Lund. He recently pur- 
chased a scanner, which will allow 
him to create his own mock-ups of 
future projects. He’s not sure how to 
make the software work, but he’s 
willing to learn. 

“I'm kind of obsessed with push- 
ing myself to learn new things,” he 
says. “The band, and the music, was 
something I wanted to do for a long 
time, and I had to push myself to 
start doing it.” 

Lund looks at a piece of paper, 
on which he’s scrawled both his 
interview notes and his shopping 
list. The scanner is there, too, right 
in the middle. “I'm a hands-on 
guy,” he laughs. “I gottaJearn it 
all.” © 


Corb Lund Band 
With the Puritans * Suburbs 
Sat, Dec 18 





Disciples still loyal to metal 


..but their faith 
won't be rewarded 
with stardom 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


ost bands spend years and 
years playing grimy club 
after grimy club in hopes 


of getting that one chance to 
impress the bigwigs and land a 
major record deal. 

But Edmonton’s Dis- 
ciples of Power 
know their chances 
of making the top 
of the pops are slim to 
none. After all, the quartet plies the 
not-so-subtle art of dark metal. But 
the knowledge that they're never 
destined to hit the big time hasn't 
dimmed the resolve of lead Disciple 





and guitarist Hart Bachmier. The 
Disciples have gone through exten- 
sive member changes (the current 
roster is Bachmier, bassist Andy 
Smith, drummer Dean Relf and gui- 
tarist Wes Sontag) since releasing 
their debut album, Powertrap, in 
1989—but the band is still going 
strong. They plan to start work on a 
new disc early next year, a follow-up 
to 1996's industrial-flavoured 
Mechanikill. 

“We took a year off,” says 
Bachmier. “But we'll do another 
record, and it will be 
some real atmos- 
pheric metal. We 
do our best to get 
as many sounds as we 
can from the guitars.” 

Still, fans who turn out for their 
upcoming gig shouldn’t expect to 
hear any new material. “We don’t 
have anything ready to the point 


where we can bring it onstage,” says 
Bachmier. “People can expect to 
hear material from our first four 
albums.” 


Prophecy doesn’t 
come true 


Whatever the fate of their new disc, 
the Disciples can always brag that 
they almost hit the big time. After 
Powertrap, which was distributed by 
Toronto-based Fringe Records, got 
them some attention from high 
places, their second release—Omi- 
nous Prophecy—was actually short- 
listed by Variety as a pick of the year. 
But Bachmier is not one to dwell on 
the past. He says he feels, lucky to be 
in a band that’s lasted a decade— 
and with whom he’s been able to 
make four records, Sues a fifth on 
SPR EY GSS 
SEE PAGE 29 
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O\. Whe Season's Hottest Gift Ideas 


AT GREAT PRICES! Se | 





ALL STARS 2000 CELINE DION ‘ : 
Various Artists (Ai The Way..A Decade Of Song 





Featuring Jevel, MGR 
Cher, Modonna & (a = 
more! 


WOMEN & SONG 3 MARIAH CAREY 
A Various Artists Rainbow 





Time Out With 
BRITNEY SPEARS THE MATRIX BIG DADDY SAVING PRIVATE RYAN 


5 editor “4 Sie) Fe © Commentary 
; | & vival effects , j by writer/director 
{Supervisor © Deleted scenes 
© Behind the scenes Fl 4 © 40 minutes special 
documentary > : effects 
© Behind the x 


> kd documentar 
nese neg K ; and mora! y 


—— 


COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


You'll He what the Future has in store” 





ae 
SHANIA TWAIN MUCH DANCE 2000 
Come On Over (Pop Remixes) / Various Artists 


Enter to win o trip to] . a 


| 
\ | see Beck in concert! 
‘ee instore for de 
f J S| 


WILL SMITH RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE, BECK 
Willenniurn _ = The Battle Of Los Angeles \3Y Midnite Vultures 











CLAPTON BEASTIE BOYS 
ton Ghronicies: Best Of Aut) Sounds Of Science _ 


AUSTIN POWERS: THE 
WILD WILD WEST INSPECTOR GADCET SPY WHO SHAGGED ME 


* Commentary 


by Mike Myers 


| feturetie 
© State of the art 
digital tronsfer: of 
movie & more! 


i 
| 
AU PO’ 


)WERS: 
THE SPY WHO SHAGGED ME 


* EDMONTON WEST 9570 - 170TH ST 413-7500 
© EDMONTON NORTH 12222 - 137TH AVE 413-0600 
© EDMONTON SOUTH 3451 - CALGARY TRAIL SOUTH 413-0550 
© EDMONTON DOWNTOWN 10304 - 109TH STREET 413-1550 
NE. EDMONTON 4250 - 137TH AVE 413-3200 


Prices in effect til December 24th, 1999. Quantities limited, Shop early for best selection. Selection moy very by siore. 
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RHE GLZACK BOG FREEHOUSE 


TICKETS $35 IN ADVANCE AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT BLACKBYRD MUSIC 10442-82 AVENUE 


SPACE IS EXTREMELY LIMITED. ABSOLUTELY NO CAMPING, BOTTLES OR CANS. FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT www.blackdog.ab.ca 


Dooeeehanes concerts 


FRIDAY JANUARY 7 


7 


VANDSTHE|BUACKHEARTS) 


Het et hd 02) 
<BR Sup 


SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 





www.ourludypeuce.cor 


SKYREACH CENTRE CONCERT BOWL 


Tommy Lee's got a néw crue now 


Tommy—can you 
hear him? 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


lommy Lee should be a peni- 
Te man. Last year, the former 

Motley Criie drummer cooled 
his heels for nearly eight months in 
a lonely cell in the L.A. County Jail. 
He had been convicted of assaulting 
his wife, actress Pamela 
Lee, and now he 
had nothing except 
metal bars and his 
thoughts to keep him 
company. 

“T was awful,” he says plainly. “It 
didn’t take very long to realize that I 
had done something wrong, and 
that I had to change.” 


Yo WiViWe (Guten 
TERA LASTER 451-8000 / www.ticketmaster.ca oe HOS ri 


the WO Rio's A BYSTEX TouR 
with 


+ ENGLAND's 








“3s! BEAR 


MIX 


EDMONTON JOURNAL 


www.bluerodeo.com 





rock 
profile 


Seats still available for February 14 show 





JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 





While Lee may regret his past 
ways, the music on Methods of May- 
hem reveals that the bad boy in Lee 
hasn’t disappeared entirely. Tracks 
like “Get Naked” are obscene rants 
fueled by an alarmingly active 
libido. Some of the songs could 
have easily found their way into 
Motley Crtie’s repertoire, only now 
the headbanging rock has been 
replaced with thumping electro 
beats, and Lee is the one running 
the show. 

Lee sounds like 
a guy who's grate- 
ful to have been 
given a second 
chance. He glows about his wife 
and child, and nearly explodes 
with excitement on the subject of 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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with special guests 
from Australia 


Whitiams 














Methods of Mayhem 
__. Continued from previous page 


his new disc. “I’m ecstatic about 
it,” he crows. “I figured that I 
would deal with having a band 
later, that | wanted to work on the 
music. | had no plans for what it 
turned into.” 


Goodbye Criie world 


The catalyst for Methods of Mayhem 
lies in Lee’s own dark past. Jail gave 
him a chance to reflect and realize 
what was making him unhappy. 
Alone and broken, Lee decided to 
finally exercise his creativity. 

“I was sitting in jail, and I real- 
ized that I needed to get happy,” he 
says. “I was frustrated creatively, 
doing things I didn’t want to do 
anymore, and I finally broke. | 
jumped with both feet, and | didn’t 
give a shit if I fell flat on my face. 
When Vince Neil came back to 
(MGtley Criie], it was for all the 
wrong reasons. It didn’t feel real. I 
found myself in a situation that I 
said I'd never do again. A big part of 
me is creativity, and if I’m not 
happy, that shit spills into my per- 
sonal life. I was taking it out on my 
beautiful wife. | can only blame 
myself, because I was in denial and 
not doing anything about it, like a 
dumb-ass,” 

Lee started writing lyrics in jail 
and phoning his ideas to his 
answering machine at home. A 
friend set up the machine to accept 
all collect calls so that Lee could 
keep a record of his unfolding ideas. 
“I knew that when | got out, I 
would do Methods of Mayhem no 
matter what.” 

The project started as a collabo- 
ration between Lee and rapper 


TiLo, but after Limp Bizkit vocalist 
Fred Durst and rapper Kid Rock 
showed up drunk on his doorstep 
one night, it was clear that the 
project was becoming bigger than 
Lee had originally imagined it 
would. “A lot of it I had no control 
over,” he explains. “A friend of 
mine brought U-God over to the 
studio, and he said that we were 
onto some next shit. He figured 
that our music was tight, and 45 
minutes later, U-God was on the 
mic. A week and a half later, word 
got out through the hip-hop com- 
munity, and Snoop Dogg came call- 
ing. I’m sitting here pinching 
myself, because | can’t believe that 
I pulled this off.” 


Mikey likes it! 


Lee realizes that many people may 
be apprehensive about Methods of 
Mayhem, but in his defence, he cites 
the example of Mix Master Mike. 
The turntablist was wary about 
working with the legendary hard 
rocker, but his apprehension van- 
ished once the music came together. 
Mike ended up contributing to 
every track, becoming friends with 
Lee in the process. “My worst 
enemy is preconception,” he says 
flatly. “People thought that I was 
going to do a rock record, and I’m 
sad to think that people would 
believe that’s the case without giv- 
ing it a listen.” 

Lee has made amends with his 
family, and hopes that he can do 
the same with the world. “I hope 
people will give this a chance, 
because | feel very strongly about 
the music, It’s like nothing I’ve 
done before, and I’m proud of it.” 

And what about being penitent? 
Lee laughs. “I'm back. I've made it 
this far. For that, I’m grateful.” @ 


Christmas Album 


Persona 


Chamber Music 


Burning Red 


444 


Famous Monsters 
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Disciples of Power 
Continued from page 26 


the way. When you play the kind of 
music the Disciples do, you have to 
stay humble. 

In the current incarnation of the 
band, only Relf and Bachmier 
remain from its early days. When 
they play this Friday, Edmonton 
fans will get their first chance to 
check out Smith, a recruit from Sec 
tion 8, a side project of Sontag’s, 
who replaces outgoing bassist Colin 
Post. “Colin got married,” laments 
Bachmier. “I begged him to stay, but 
he couldn’t. It’s a shame, because he 
was a hell of a good bass player.” 


Whither metal? 


Over the course of the Disciples’ 
10-year career, Bachmier has seen 
metal—which, in the late ‘80s, was 
one of music's most exciting 
movements—become virtually 
extinct thanks to the rise of 
grunge. But now that the flannel 
shirts have been retired, there has 
been a groundswell of support for 
the metal scene by legions of new 
fans. 

“It’s always the youth who dic- 
tate where the music is going to go 
next,” says Bachmier, “And whenev- 
er the pop mainstream gets too bor- 
ing, the youth will always push the 
music back to the underground 
And if they don’t go underground, 
they'll at least begin to listen to the 
most aggressive sounds out there. 
But the rise in metal has everything 
to do with the fact that the youth of 
today are bored with the main- 
stream.” © 


Disciples of Power 
Rebar * Fri, Dec 17 
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Hi-Balls & Draft 


$1.25 from 8-9 pm 
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Sink 


(14, “If you approach me, Watson, | shall order 
you out of the house And if you approach me at 
“the pub, Watson, | shall drink you under the table.” 
SSO SSS—— 


Help us put a smile on the face 
of a senior this Christmas with the 
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PICNIC 


Bring in a teddy bear or 

purchase one from any of our 4 locations. 

All bears will be distributed Dec. 23 to the seniors 
at the General Hospital Palliative Care Unit. 
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a MALL Karaoke: 
Thursday & Friday: Sundays (9pm-1am) 

Sam August / Dec 16-17 Celtic Night: 
P= Dallas Walbaum / Dec 23 Thursdays 
ra Music Trivia: Duff Robison 
a Every Sat. Night Fri-Sat / Dec 17-18 
eG Richard Blaze 3 
é Tues-Wed /Dec 21-228 4% 
» WEST EDMONTON Pe iecdgo5 





z MALL 3 


MUSIC TRIVIA: DOWNTOWN 4 
tats Saturdays / 3-6 pm Rice Howard Way) : 
Tim Becker Tony Dizon 
Dec 16-16 & Dec 20-23 Thurs-Sat / Dec 16-18 
“A Sam August Sam August 
ra Mon-Fri / Dec 27-31 


Tues-Thurs / Dec 21-23 
TDI END NA DE FIA S 


pura 


SAE OF: 
wa BF 





east, 
rT 
LE 9 Oy 


( Ud A taboregh 
“AVE BOURBON ST. 
dE DA Se. 





Classical 





By DAVID GRONNESTAD 
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Hallelujah! A Revelation! 


Messiah * Winspear Centre ¢ $22-52 
¢ Fri-Sat, Dec 17-18, 8pm ¢ Sun, Dec 
18, 2pm Like most cities founded by 
people of mainly British extraction, 
Edmonton has an annual tradition of 
presenting Handel’s Messiah (not 
“The” Messiah, as every anal-retentive 
aficionado, with inevitable smugness, 
is quick to point out, although that’s 
the way it was billed for its 1742 
world premiere in:Dublin) every 
Christmas. 

So journalists are left with the 
unenviable task of finding a way to 
cover it in a fresh manner every year. 
The players may change—this year it’s 
soprano Sharla Nafzinger, mezzo Lilia 
Sotskaia, Albertan tenor John Tessier, 
Canadian baritone Kevin McMillan 
and conductor Peter Leonard—but 
the ensembles (the ESO and the 
Richard Eaton Singers) don’t, and nei- 
ther does the music. 

Luckily, this is only my second 
Messiah for Vue Weekly; last year | 
wrote about its unintentionally 
humourous movement titles and the 
tradition of standing up during the 
Hallelujah Chorus. This year I'll write 
about the unique place the piece 
holds in the opera/oratorio repertoire. 

When Messiah was written, it was 
established that oratorios had religious 
subjects and operas secular ones. After 
all, it would be sacrilegious to have 
people dressed up and prancing 
around the stage portraying Adam or 
Jesus (Who, for some reason, is almost 
always a bass—the Baroque image of 
Christ is decidedly butch). 

But Messiah still created a minar 
controversy during its London pre- 
miere the next year. While it was fine 
to have oratorios with original libret- 
tos paraphrasing Biblical stories like 
those of Samson or Esther, religious 
leaders and music critics took excep- 
tion to Handel’s and “librettist” 
Charles Jennens taking Messiah's text 
verbatim from the King James Bible 
(mostly the book of Isaiah, although 
the Hallelujah Chorus’s lyrics are—sur- 
prisingly, given their optimism—from 
Revelation). 

Luckily for fans around the 
world, the popular success of Messi- 
ah (during its London run, gentle- 
men were requested to refrain from 
wearing their swords and ladies their 
hoop skirts, so they could fit more 
people in) meant that hoi polloi 
won over elitist pish-pishing—as it 
does every time. 

The ESO's Messiah is a perennial 
favourite, and if it isn’t sold out 
already, it probably will be. (The Win- 
spear Centre presumably has no 
qualms about swords and hoops, 
since there’s nary a mention in the 
press material.) But if you can’t get 
tickets, not to worry, the oratorio is 
handily textually appropriate to both 
Christmas and Easter, and Pro Coro 
Canada’s doing it on Good Friday. 
Speaking of whom... 


This little Respighi went 
to market 


A Pro Coro Family Christmas © All 
Saints’ * $15-18 ¢ Sat-Sun, Dec 18- 
19, 8pm Every time | write about Pro 
Coro, I'm ethically obligated to men- 
tion that I'm a member, and Vue 
Weekly’s editorial consensus is that it 


would be Undully’Unfair to the choir to 


assign the story to a writer without a 
classical music background. Well, this 
is the last such caveat Vue will ever 
have to include—my schedule has 
conspired to force me to resign from 
Pro Coro. 

Meanwhile, I’ve still got this itchy 
conflict of interest, so I'll just stick to 
the facts, ma’am. And sir. 

Pro Coro’s Christmas concert is 
conducted by Trent Worthington, 
who for the past two years has 
laboured unheralded behind the 
scenes as chorusmaster, This means he 
gets the unenviable job of teaching 
pieces to the choir until the actual 
conductor (a revolving door last sea- 
son, permanent artistic director 
Richard Sparks this season) takes over 
a week or two before the concert. 

Well, now Worthington’s got his 
chance to take the baton and run with 
it..(Mind you, he'll be giving a couple 
of guest conductors, including Edmon- 
ton Journal critic D.T. Baker, a Christ- 
mas carol each to-direct. Should be a 
hoot, seeing him flail his arms about... 
oops, the facts, the facts.) 

On the program are some 
Christmas carols (both traditional 
and contemporary-jazzy-poppy ar- 
rangements); Gaudete, Anders 
Ohrwall's arrangement of Latin- 
Swedish carols (performed in Eng- 
lish), and Ottorino Respighi’s Lauda 
alla nativita del Signore. 

| could go on for pages about this 
Respighi piece, but for once | won't. 
Suffice it to say, it’s a much underap- 
preciated and underperformed work 
by a much underappreciated and 
underperformed composer. (He wrote 
much more than The Pines of Rome 
and The Fountains of Rome.) Plus, its 
13th-century text by poet-Franciscan 
monk Jacopone da Todi (author of the 
traditional and oft-set-to-music Latin 
sequence Stabat Mater) is one of the 
most seminal works in Italian litera- 
ture, right behind Dante’s La divina 
commedia. Written during a time 
when Italian was just a plethora of 
spoken dialects and educated people 
only wrote in Latin, the proximity of 
this text to modern Italian is in itself 
eloquent witness to its influence on 
the nascent language. 


Mo’ tetter blues 


Ensemble de la Rue ® First Presby- 
terian * $7-12 * Wed, Dec 22, 8pm 
Space didn’t permit me to review 
Ensemble de la Rue’s last concert; on 
deck was Symphony Under the Sky, 
which deserved my undivided atten- 
tion. | thought the Ensemble turned in 
a thoroughly enjoyable, polished per- 
formance; occasional lapses in blend- 
ing were more than made up for in 
expression and intonation. And 
despite the ensemble’s moniker (from 
Renaissance composer Pierre de la 
Rue), they included enough contem- 
porary works to keep things from get- 
ting predictable. 

The fact that the ensemble’s con- 
ductor, William Kempster, moved to 
New Hampshire hasn't stopped 
them; it just means they have to get 
a lot of work done when he flies in. 
The centrepiece for their “A Renais- 
sance Christmas” concert is their 
namesake's Missa puer natus est 
nobis; motets by other Renaissance 
composers and Christmas carols 
round out the program. 

So they're not varying the genres 
so much this time, but audiences 
expect a more Renaissance experience 
even from Baroque and Classical con- 
certs this time of year, so there 
shouldn't be a problem. 

— a 


Sorry, Charlie’ 


| owe John Charles an apology. | 
don't take back anything | wrote last 


week, nar thesmannerin which it-—._ 
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was expressed—but | was guilty of 
imbalance. | failed to express the fact 
that, regardless of his opinion of me, 
| have a lot of respect for him and 
the work he does. His coverage of 
classical music (and theatre) without 
exception displays his profound 
background knowledge (he once 
very politely e-mailed me to point 
out an idiotic error I'd made about 
Smetana) and consummate profes- 
sionalism. 

But then again, by presenting a 
one-sided reaction, all | did was mirror 
Charles’s portrayal of me. Who knows, 
perhaps Charles does have no respect 
for my work whatsoever—but reading 
his letter, you'd think everything | write 
could be labelled juvenile and self- 
indulgent. | don’t think even Charles 
thinks that. 

Charles's letter lacked balance; as 
Vue Weekly editor-publisher Ron Garth 
pointed out in his response; Charles 
mentioned my “cheap shét’ against 
D.T. Baker, but didn’t bother to 
acknowledge the fact that | had previ- 
ously defended his writing. But it did- 
n't end there. 

Charles’s first example of my 
shortcomings was my cover story on 
Rufus Wainwright, way back in April. 
I'll be the first to admit that the article 
| wrote had more to do with me than 
Wainwright, but | maintain that | did 
the best job | could given circum- 
stances entirely beyond my. control— 
circumstances that | explained in the 
article, utterly Wnarkdoveseged by 
Charles. 

| was jerked around for five days 
waiting for an interview with Wain- 
wright; one was promised, then it fell 
through, it was rescheduled, it fell 
through. | made sure | was by a 
phone the entire weekend, to no 
avail. Finally, | got an interview—less 
than 24 hours before we went to 
press. | was never told there’d be a 
time limit on the intervieW—but 15 
minutes in, | was cut off abruptly, and 
\'d unfortunately used the first 10 
minutes to reminisce with Wain- 
wright, who was, of course, an old 
friend of mine from McGill. 

So | was left in a quandary—we'd 
already slated Wainwright as the 
cover, allotting a full page to the story. 
Even with a huge photo, that’s at least 
1,400 words of copy. So the first thing 
| did was move the story to a smaller 
space, one that would accommodate 
a huge picture and 600 words. This, 
of course, left me with a full page to 
fill, which | did, by telephoning then- 
new Edmonton Opera artistic director 
Michael Cavanagh and putting 
together 2,000 words on the upcom- 
ing season, finishing it less than an 
hour before press time. 

As for Wainwright, | was left with a 
choice: there was very little usable 
material from him, so | could either fill 
the rest with public-domain material 
readers could obtain anywhere, or | 
could write more of an opinion piece, 
based on my—if not unique, at least 
rare among journalists—perspective of 
having known Wainwright before he 
was discovered. 

I chose the latter course, and I’m 
glad | did. | wrote an article that ful- 
filled Vue Weekly’s mandate as an 
alternative publication—l wrote 
something Utterly different from 
anything you’d.find in the main- 
stream press. While perhaps unillu- 
minating in the traditional sense, | 
managed to present a side of Wain- 
wright, admittedly filtered through 
my own experience, that you 
wouldn't have gotten from the /our- 
nal or the Sun or any other part of 
the mainstream press—and that is 
my job description. 

Charles also wrote about my pre- 
view of the A Celebration of Brahms 
HRSA a ORT 
SEE PAGE 34 
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Spooky’s i 


Miller combines 
brains with beats 


By YURI WUENSCH 


brief piece about DJ Spooky (That 

Subliminal Kid), a man who has 
volumes to say not only about 
music, but also its place in our cul- 
ture. And even that statement over- 
simplifies the matter. Spooky’s 
essays “Dark Carnival” and “Uncan- 
ny/Unwoven: Notes Towards a New 
Conceptual Art” explore ideas of 
communication, originality and the 
subjective experience and how to 
reconcile them in this digital age. 
The task, like the reading, isn’t 
easy—I’d tackle his recent piece in 
Urb, but I suspect I'll need to brush 
up on my.Emerson, McLuhan, Niet- 
zsche, Kafka and a host of others 
first. 

For Spooky, a.k.a. Paul D. Miller, 
new ideas always come at the 
expense of the work of others. Every 
creative person walks in the foot- 
steps of pioneers and stands on the 
shoulders of giants, says Miller, who 
is fond of using this defence to justi- 
fy sampling and remixing as a legiti- 
mate musical art form. After all, 
where would Bill Gates be without 
Thomas Edison? What would Miller 
himself be doing without the lead of 
someone like Grandmaster Flash to 
follow? 

Miller explains the concept 
with the metaphor of “Lego build- 
ing blocks of consciousness.” Lego 
may always have the patent on the 
individual piece, he 
says, but do they 
own whatever I 
build out of them? 
At least, that’s my take 
on what Miller is trying to say. He 
once quoted Roland Barthes'’s state- 
ment from “Text, Discourse, Ideolo- 
gy”: “The text is a weapon against 
time, oblivion and the trickery of 
speech, which is so easily taken 
back.” Ironically, my own possible 
misinterpretation of Miller's point 
shows how even text can be sub- 
verted and misunderstood— 
through something as trivial as the 
reader’s own ignorance. 

In his defence of DJs, Miller 
likens the turntable’s needle to a 


[: hardly seems fair to write such a 
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DJ Spooky spins discs and dialectics 


chisel. All DJs are artists; and just as 
some sculptors can get by on noth- 
ing more than technique while oth- 
ers have the insight to perceive the 
masterpiece hiding 
within the marble, 
some DJs go 
beyond mere beat 
matching to create a 
meaningful message in their set. 
Tracks are like Lego blocks, and the 
set, the mix tape or the mix CD are 
the final products that express their 
creators’ individual voices. 


Cold hard crash 


I don’t mean to slight Miller by 
comparing his music to a car acci- 
dent, but Miller’s way of allowing 
discordant sounds and samples to 
collide into one another creates 
the same compelling, can’t-help- 
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but watch effect as a wreck by the 
side of the road. His most recent 
solo release, Subliminal Minded: the 
E.P., assaults the listener from track 
one with beats, bullets and blips 
from classic video games. Every- 
thing is fair game for Miller, whose 
pioneering work on the periphery 
of sound includes the disc File 
Under Futurism, which he recorded 
with the Freight Elevator Quartet. 
Miller has dabbled in trip hop, 
drum ‘n’ bass, ska, down-tempo 
and all manner of musical and lyri- 
cal experimentation. 

Miller’s show promises be a sen- 
sory overload, but no more so than 
you risk when you walk out your 
front door and into the big bad 
world. © 


DJ Spooky 
The Rev © Fri, Dec 17 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 
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Snoy bomb 


When you live in a city like Edmonton, 
you tend to take things for granted. 
We'd never imagine, for instance, that 
world-class Dj talent exists right here 
in our own backyard. No, we assume 
that the top players all hail from the 
U.K. or Europe or other faraway 
locales. 

Philippe Snoy is such a Dj. Living 
in New York, with connections to far- 
flung Belgium, Snoy has played across 
the globe for thousands of trance 
junkies. His epic sets fill massive rooms 
with huge beats and soaring synth 
stabs. When he first made an appear- 
ance in our town early this year at 
Gamma, his magical touch quickly 
seduced all the ravers who turned up 
to hear him. 

But little did Snoy realize that his 
trip to Edmonton would allow him to 
meet one of the best Djs he’s ever 
heard: local spinner Pat Cziolek. 

“He's a friggin’ good Dj!" Snoy 
exclaims. “Nobody has ever heard a 
style like his. His mixing is flawless, 
and his technique is sound.” 

Cziolek had invited Snoy to play at 
Gamma based on a recommendation 
from a friend of his in Ottawa. His 
friend had booked Snoy to play at an 
event down there, and implored the 
young DJ and promoter to book him 
as well. Once Cziolek and Snoy met, 
something clicked and they quickly 
became friends. “We had a crazy 
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rota aired VODKA BAR—10324 

ae Ave ¢ TUE: Noise Pollution, 
with DJs Cletus and Torso * WED: 
Roots, breaks and house with Dj Spilt 
Milk and weekly guests * FRI: Cream, 
with DJ Cool Hand Luc ¢ SAT: Funkt, 
house with DJ Andy Pockett and 
Darren Pockett © SUN: Woosh, with 
drum ‘n’ bass with DJ Celcius 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 
Whyte Ave, 439-1082 * TUE: Digital 
Underdog, with Dj Tanner and guests 
SUN: Revival 3000 with guest live 
performers * Closed Dec 25 


CRISTAL LOUNGE—10336 Jasper 
Ave, info 426-7521 ¢ FRI: Hip hop, 
R&B and reggae with guest Djs « SAT: 
R&B, Reggae, and Hip Hop with Dj 
Instigate * SUN: Pool tournament with 
cash prizes 


LUSH/THE REV—10030A-102 St., 
424-2851 * TUES: Main—Two 
Smoking Barrels, with DJ Siren; WED: 
Main—Classics with DJ Dogg; Velvet— 
Dj Cziolek * THU: Chemistry, with 
juest DJs:—DEC 16: Emotion, DEC 
33: Terry Mullen * FRI: Main—GDF 
with D] Simboyi Velvet—D] Bluesun ¢ 
SAT: Main—Mile High with DJ Jason 
LP; Velvet—Rockstar, with guest DJ s * 


en 


Cziolek is “one helluva DJ,” according to Philippe Snoy 


time,” glows Cziolek. “We laughed 
like crazy.” 

Snoy returned to Edmonton to 
appear at the recent Madness Party. 
By that time, he and Cziolek were 
laying plans for a tandem tour over- 
seas. “He had been telling people all 
about me,” explains Cziolek. “He 
says the tour is happening because 
of me.” 

The three-week tour will take the 
Pair to New York, then to Belgium, 
Germany, Holland and Switzerland. 
Before he leaves, Cziolek is arranging 
the details of an event to celebrate his 
eventual return 

The sudden catapult onto the 
international stage hasn't fazed Czi- 
olek. At least not yet. “| don’t really 
get nervous,” he says. “Well, | might 
get a bit nervous when I’m down 
there. | found that going out of town 
is pretty normal now. | think | got real- 
ly nervous once, one of the first times 
' ever played at a party. But after that, 
it was like butter, | just go out and do 
my thing.” 

Snoy says that their distinctive 
flavours of trance will take audiences 
on an exciting adventure. “He plays 
this dark, gut-wrenching style,” he 
says of Cziolek. “When you hear it, 
you just know it’s Pat playing. | tend 
to play this big-beat, room-filling stuff, 
and when you put the sounds togeth- 
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FRI DEC 17: DJ Spooky, Spilt Milk, 
Kwake ¢ SAT DEC18: Static, with 
Philippe Snoy, Cziolek, Ariel & Roel, 
Stimboy, Solo, Auracle * Closed Dec 
24 & 25 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE— 
10167-112 St., 413-4578 ¢ WED: 
Motor, with weekly est Djs and live 
electronic music * FRI: Freedom, with 
Djs Nicky Miago, Jakob and guests— 
DEC 17: Max Graham , DEC 24: 
closed * SAT: THX, with Eddie 
Lunchpail and Schizo 


PLATINUM NIGHT CLUB—10018 
105 St., 497-7933 * WED: Sin Night, 
with Mute and Phork ® THU: mixed 
dance, hip hop, r&b and reggae « FRI: 
Platinum Fridays * SAT: Ruppie Sound 
System 


REBAR—10551 Whyte Ave, 433-3600 
* MON: 10551 Mondays, retro and 
hits with Dj Lefty ¢ TUES: Main: 

Funky Habits, with DJs Spilt Milk and 
Tripswitch and guests: upstairs—No 
Sympathy For The ClubScene, with PR 
Dougless * WED: Main: World 
Domination, industrial with Dj Nik 
Rofeelya; Upstairs—Rush Hour, with 
Inside 9 and guests « THU: Main: Hard 
Times with Davey James and guest 


11062 - 156 ST. 
448-2255 
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er, it's wonderful.” 

To celebrate the impending tour, 
which begins in February, Snoy will 
return to Edmonton on Saturday to 
join Cziolek and a selection of local 
guests. The party, called Static, prom- 
ises to be an intimate affair that will 
take advantage of the unique environ- 
ment of the Rev Cabaret 

Snoy is looking forward to the 
chance to play with Cziolek again, as 
well as entertaining a Canadian 
crowd. “America sucks,” he says con- 
temptuously. “People are too arrogant 
about the music. Unless you’re Junior 
Vasquez or something, they won't 
care. But in Canada, the vibe is so 
much healthier and honest. People 
love the music, and they are much 
more responsive to it. They realize 
that there’s this whole other world to 
be discovered.” 

As for the tour, he says that when 
they hear Cziolek spin, the Europeans 
won't know what hit them. “It’s an 
untapped world overseas for his kind 
of music,” Snoy explains 
innovator.” 

So are the bright lights about to 
sweep Cziolek away forever? He can 
only chuckle at the idea. “! like it 
here,” he says. “I mean, if | got some 
fantastic offer, | would consider it, but 
Edmonton is my home. I’ve got it 
pretty good.” © 


“He's an 


Djs—DEC 16: Robert Oleysyck, DEC 
23; Andy Pockett vs. G.Lock; 
Upstairs—Good Times, retro and 
classics with DJs Lefty * FRI: Boogie 
Nights Disco Express : Main—DJ 
Davey James; upstairs —D] Big Dadae 
SAT: Main—D] Davey James * DEC 
31: REBAR 00, with bavey James, 
Code Red, Ariel & Roel, Nik Rofeelya, 
Big Dad and Dougless 


THE ROOST—10345-104 St, 426- 
3150 * MON: D| jazzy;TUE: Dj} Jazzy 
from 10 PM - 3 AM; WED: Dj Soulus; 
THU: downstairs—D} Dada; upstairs— 
D) Mikee; FRI: downstairs—D] Weena 
Luv; upstairs—D] Mikee; SAT: 
Downstairs—D] XTC; upstairs—D} 
Code Red; Pipbis D| Jazzy from 10 
PM-3A 


SPORTEX ARENA—Edmonton 
Northlands ¢ DEC 31: Time Capsule, 
with DJ Hardware (Florida), Dave 
Trance (New York), Deko-Ze 
(Toronto), Dr. | (Regina), Endorphin 
(Kelowna), and more 


SUBLIME (late night/after hours)— 
10147-104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 © FRI: 
Ultrachic with DI Manny Mulatto « 
SAT: Casa Saturdays with Graham Lock 


THERAPY (late night/after hours) — 
10028-102 Street a alley entrance), info 
903-7666 » FRI: Djs Ariel & Roel and 
Tripswitche SAT: D] Dragon, Inside 9 
and Crunchee 
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UPCOMING SHOWS 


Thursday, December 16 


rensliP 
with Quickus Evictus 


Sunday, December 19 
BLAZE ~ A Hip Hop Extravaganza 
In the LOUNGE & the Suburbs 


Thursday, December 23 


Greasy Meat Boys 
with Free Radicals (Calgary) 
and Usual Beauty 


Friday, December 24 


Christmas Dinner 
(Closes at 11:00 pm) 








with DJ Jason 


IG FAT. 
THURSDAYS yur, 


ccm 9 1.7 SHIBALLS © $1.75 BOTTLED DOMESTIC BEER TIL MIDNIGHTI 


FREEDOM #4 #8 











"+ DOORS 6 @ OPM + NO COVER 54 OVER 5-4 10:30PM 


FRIDAYS MAX GRAHAM 
“Ont tga Can on a ey 


Dec. 17 OFFICIAL MILLENNIUM WRAP-UP PARTY! 
ees 2-7 SHIBALLS “TIL MIDNIGHT! © $6.50 JUGS ‘TIL 10:30PM 











“Unforgiving Mistress” 
CD Release Party 
featuring the 


Corb Lund Band 


with guests 


The Puritans (Calgary) 
advance tix @ Blackbyrd 
& New City 

($6 Adv / & 8 door) 


€ five dollar 
nil hie ‘party 


with DJ's Brent Oliver, Schizo, 


Shnaw & Squirrelly B 
playing the hits all night 
Bar Service ‘til 4 a.m.! ¢ Free Munchies All Night 
Party Favors ¢ Balloons ¢ Surprise Door Prizes 
Crazy-ass DJ’s e Champagne by the Bottle 


Tix only $5 Advance ($8 at door) Available ——— Myoozyk & New City C. 





——————— SSS 





ELECTROPROLAPSE 
Thursdays 34M - GAM 
DJ Kuch plays trance, 
lechno & ambient 


CAICH THE BEAT 
Salurdays 4PM - GPM 
Du Spit Milk plays 
breakbeals, house, 
hip hop & techno 


FREQUENCY 

Salurdays GPh - 7PM 
‘ Dd Deluxx plays 
house & lechno 


BAJAN SOUND STATION 
Reggae and calypso 
every Friday night 
{rom $ PM to 11 BM 
with KC 


THE BLACK EXPERIENCE 


fi 
L IN SOUND 


Featuring R&B, funk 


Es & hilp hop wilh leddy, 


Salurdays, 10PM to Midnight 


ANDREW OUKE'S IN THE MIX 
Techno, house and 
eclectronica. Produced al 
GKOU, FMB8's sister stalion 
In Halifax, every uesday 


5 from 11 AM ~ 1 BM 


DJ TANNER 

Hip hop, house, 
druma&bass, every second 
Saturday nigh, 

Midnight - 34M 


DHAT BEATZ 

A&B, rap, hip hop 
Every second Salurday 
Midnight to. 34M 

wilh DJs Poelic, Dice 
and Sense 


WF Pr 
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, MetHops or Mayuem (MCA) 
Who would have thought that the 
drummer for Motley Criie would dis- 
cover the pleasures of the funk? After 
all, “Smoking in the Boys Room” and 
“Shout at the Devil” are not typical 
booty numbers. 

And yet Tommy Lee shows an per- 
fectly serviceable sense of funkiness on 
this outing. Upon first listen, Methods 
‘of Mayhem doesn’t seem to stray far 
from the territory of adolescent angst 
that Motley Criie made its home for 
many years. Hair rock has given way to 
baggy jeans and baseball caps, of 
course, and Tommy has responded 
with a shrewdly compiled disc that 
pushes all the right suburban buttons. 

The pounding nuttiness of “Get 
Naked” and “Proposition Fuck You” are 
predictable when you compare them 


with Limp Bizkit’s “Nookie” or Korn’s~ 


“A.D.D.1.A.S.”—but the guest cast of 
hardcases like Fred Durst, Mixmaster 
Mike, Crystal Method, Snoop Dogg 
and Lil’ Kim, leaves surprisingly little 
room for innovation. Lee and his part- 
ner TiLo seem to have taken notes on 
what works with the kids, though, and 
they deliver a quick fix for the ones 
who've gotten bored with Significant 
Other. 

What redeems Methods of Mayhem 












is the fact that Lee has obviously found 
a skin he feels more comfortable in. His 
singing voice is surprisingly good, the 
production is accomplished and he 
actually sounds like he’s enjoying the 
show. Lee has abandoned his rock star 


ego, and lets his guests shine on each 
of their tracks as a token of his grati- 
tude. Lee may still swear like a teenag- 
er, but he also seems to have grown up 
a bit. terse ~—Dave JoHNSTON 


DJ Mopa Acip Factor: THE RHYTHM 
(Fee. Goop 
ENTERTAINMENT/TRANCEFUSION) 


Nothing’s worse than being let down 
by a party featuring some big-name 
dance-hall hero who turns out to be an 
overrated, label-bolstered bag of noth- 
ing. However, nothing's better than 
being just plain surprised by someone 
you've never heard of before. Case in 
point: DJ Moda. 

D] Moda’s been around since the 
early 90s, and has spun alongside the 
likes of Moby, the Shamen and the 
Prodigy. This kind of résumé can often 
be misleading, though; | give the skunk 
eye to DJs who include pictures of 
themselves posing with people like Carl 
Cox in their publicity material as a 
means of lending themselves more 
credibility. (DJ) Moda, to his credit, has- 
n't done this.) | also distrust PR bumf 


full of lofty comparisons to other Djs, 
but in this case, | can’t avoid making 
one of my own—D] Moda spins a lot 
like Taylor. 

The bottom line is, Moda is a hellu- 
va good Dj. A lot of writers like to use 
the term “murky trance” to describe 
Taylor's sound, and Moda certainly fits 
the same mould. The bass lines are 
dark and churning, with fewer 
melodies and more grit. Moda kicks off 
with Penman’s “Annihilation of 
Rhythm,” whose sample of an old 
Grace Jones track immediately earned 
my respect—jones is vastly underrated. 
Other movers include DJs Randy, Kai 
Tracid and Albion. Union Jack’s “Two 
Full Moons and a Trout” and the 
Light’s “Expand the Room” get more 
use with some cool remixes. Mo’ Moda 
mo’ betta. Here’s hoping we see him in 
these parts again. x ¥x ye Ye —Yuri 
WUENSCH 


Daruis CoLtecteD Vot. 1 (Liquip 
DREAM COLLECTIVE/INDEPENDENT) 


One of the things that continually 
lures big-name Djs to the Prairies is 
our scene’s sheer dedication. (Every- 
one from Mark E.G. to Taylor will 
attest to the freshness of the vibe here 
and how much they enjoy playing to 
it.) But the other factor that keeps 
them coming back is the high calibre 


of talent that’s here already. One of 
the more unlikely hotbeds of talent 
these days happens to be Saskatoon, 
home of the Radar Kids (now known 
as Binary and Peter Creep), Deko-ze 
and now Darjis, who emerges from 
the desolate prairie with this excellent 
double-CD mix compilation. 

Beyond the occasional crackle 
and level miscue, this is one of the 
better trance sets I've heard this year. 
The move from the Argonaut’s “Som- 
mertag” into Paul Van Dyk’s “For an 
Angel” is crisp and shows a good ear 
for transition. The remainder of disc 
one’s 14 tracks are filled in by the 
likes of Cascade, Sosa, Limited 
Growth and Jon the Dentist. The only 
thing that left me cold was the Al 
Pacino dialogue sample from Devil's 
Advocate at the end, which was abra- 
sive enough to nearly sour me on the 
whole disc. In the end, the music 
should speak for itself. 

Redemption was gained with disc 
two, which is even tighter than disc 
one. The move from harder beats to 
slightly more melodic ones is excellent. 
DJ Looney Tune’s “Jumpin’ and 
Pumpin’” kicks off the CD with a cool 
Neneh Cherry sample. Familiar names 
like Transa and X-Cabs weave into oth- 
ers like Rachel Auburn and Plastic Boy. 
Go local! x Yew —Yuri WueNscH 





Classical Notes 
Continued from page 30 


concert that it wasn’t “about Brahms 
himself but what he thinks about 
Brahms.” He fails to mention that this 
was the second concert in a series of 
Brahms chamber music—for the pre- 
miere, | devoted a lot of space to neu- 
tral reportage about Brahms. Would 


Charles have preferred it if I'd simply 
repeated myself? 

Charles criticizes my perspective 
and my role, and insinuates a lack of 
professionalism. Yet he fails to give 
any perspective at all in his criticism— 
anyone reading his letter without hav- 
ing ever read my column would come 
away with the impression that all | 
ever do amounts to literary onanism. 
That’s not what Charles wrote; but in 


Interested in playing on 
the same stage that has 
hosted NIRVANA, GREEN 
DAY, and THE BAY CITY 
ROLLERS, just to name 
a few? 


Then THE GOOD, THE 
BAD AND THE UGLY is 
exactly what your band 


is looking for. Live music 
showcases Tuesday nights 
at the REV CABARET, 
featuring Edmonton's own 
musicians, 
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his choice of examples and words, 
that’s what he implies. 

As for my “cheap shot” against 
Baker—as | believe | made it clear at 
the time, my point was to critique the 
opera chorus. Baker was not, as 
Charles wrote, “apparently next in 
importance” to the soprano. My first 
impression of Aida was how good 
Marquita Lister was; my second 
impression was how disappointing the 
chorus was. A production this size of 
this kind of opera needs a chorus full 
of big, professional voices, and that’s a 
perennial problem for Edmonton 
Opera. While they can’t expect to 
have a chorus of the calibre of, say, 
Opéra de Montréal (which, by the 
way, | never auditioned for, because 
I'd never get in), Edmonton is of suffi- 
cient size and has enough talent to 
put together a chorus that doesn’t 
have to have non-professional voic- 
es—like Baker’s—in it. 

Plus, you gotta admit—Baker’s an 
easy target. | have absolutely nothing 
against him personally, but since it’s 
also part of my alternative-press job 





description to point out faults in the 
mainstream press, I'll do it whenever | 
think he doesn’t measure up to being 
the classical music critic for Edmon- 
ton’s most-read publication. Nobody, 
myself included, could measure up to 
that task all the time—but that does- 
n’t mean I'll go easy on him. And he 
and Charles are perfectly free to 
return the favour; the problem is, of 
course, that pointing out my faults 
isn't part of their job description. | 
realize that’s unfair; | hope that they 
realize that’s life. 

I'm gratified by the—if not flood, 
at least steady trickle—of telephone 
calls and e-mails of support I’ve 
received. | wish a few more of them 
had been letters to the editor on the 
record, but most of them have been 
from professional musicians, and they 
understandably prefer not to take sides 
publicly. Not that they or | believe for 
a minute that Charles would hold it 
against them—as | wrote, he’s a con- 
summate professional. 

But not all of the support has 
come from musicians or even afi- 
cionados—l’ve received responses 
from people who say they know 
nothing about classical music, but 
read this column anyway because 
they find it entertaining. This is easily 
the most gratifying result of this 
whole saga—nobody said | con- 
vinced them to go to a concert, but 
who knows? Maybe | did. 

It's always been my intention to 
write to as broad an audience as 
possible, and write as entertainingly 
as possible. And | do know that | 
tend to err on the side of writing 
from a personal viewpoint; perhaps 
that is self-indulgent and childish, 
but it’s within the realm of what a 
columnist is allowed in an alternative 
publication. 

Many readers don’t find it offen- 
sive or boring. Anyone who does is 
free to exercise his or her right not to 
tead it. What's more “creepy”—some- 
one who takes a “perverse satisfac- 
tion” in not applauding along with 
everyone else, or someone who dis= 
plays a detailed knowledge of the 
work of someone he professes to 
despise? 

This whole item has, of course, 
been tremendously self-indulgent, and 
it ends here. Consider the subject 


dropped. © 















Sunny Day Reat Estate Live 
(Sus Pop) 


Sunny Day Real Estate is one of those 
bands that critics and music fans love 
to rave about—kinda like a modern- 
day Velvet Underground, even though 
they've never toured extensively and 
only released two albums before break- 
ing up in ’9S. 

The band split up because lead- 
man Jeremy Enigk reconnected with 
Christianity, and two other members 
were drafted by Dave Grohl to form 
the Foo Fighters. 

But last year, the band got back 
together—and it’s a good thing. 
Because chances are that all that Foo 
Fighters notoriety will mean real people 
(not just music critics and snobs) will 
get to hear them, too. 

This live effort (recorded earlier this 
year in Eugene, Oregon) shows why it 
only takes one listen for people to start 
drooling over SDRE. Just imagine the 
Replacements, except sober. And 
unlike most rock bands, Enigk and 
mates know that in a live setting, 
sometimes less is more. Tracks like the 
opening “Pillars” and “Song About an 
Angel” are wonderfully understated. 

A good primer on a band you 
should have heard of a long time ago. 


Fever ser — Steven SANDOR 


RAGE AGAINST THE Machine THE 
Barmte oF Los Ancetes (Epic/Sony) 
Rage Against the Machine is the last 
angry band | believe in. Limp Bizkit 
bask in the glitter of MTV a bit too 
much for my liking, and Korn’s grind- 
ing frenzy often undermines their mes- 
sage with commercialism. Rage Against 
the Machine, however, still manage to 
show their contempt for corporate 
America despite their alliance with the 
corporate beast known as Sony. Full 
marks to whoever signed them, and 
even more to the people who knew 

well enough to leave them alone. 

Aided by the able production of 
Brendan O’Brien, Rage create a vast 
array of sounds without the benefit of 
electronics. The range of sound is fan- 
tastic, and that fact alone makes this 
their best disc to date. The topics cov- 
ered run the range from slavery to cars 
(or wheelchairs, as De La Rocha calls 
them) to our Orwellian present. 

Rage have a lot to say and waste 
little time to doing so—they also say it 
with conviction. Here's hoping fans can 
go beyond the crash of guitars and 
drums to hear their message—it’s 
worth the effort. wr wr we Ye —Yuri 
WueNscH 





This record from a 1998 benefit con- 


Cert (aired recently on PBS's Great Per- - 


formances) features practically every 
diva on Broadway doing their signature 
songs, from Jennifer Holliday belting 
out “And Im Telling You” to Priscilla 
Lopez performing “Nothing” to—God 
help us— 


ndrea McArdle singing — 


“Tomorrow” one more time. And 
either you're the kind of person who, 
like most of the audience for this con- 
cert, bursts into excited applause as 
soon as Faith Prince squeaks out “It 
says here...,” the line that begins “Ade- 
laide’s Lament” or you're not. If you're 
not... well, | think there’s a review of a 
Guns ‘N Roses CD a little ways down 
the page. But if you are, | can report 
that Marin Mazzie, Audra McDonald 
and Judy Kuhn do a surprisingly good 
job turning the banal lyrics of a series 
of Andrew Lloyd Weber songs into 
something meaningful; that Lea Delaria 
confirms her reputation as a rowdy 
new musical talent with her perform- 
ance of “I Can Cook Too” from On the 
Town; and that if you thought Elaine 
Stritch’s voice sounded ravaged on the 
OCR, just wait till you hear her doing 
“The Ladies Who Lunch” 30 years later. 
Yototre —Paut Manwoxux 


THE IRISH DesceNDANTS So Far, So 
Goop: Tue Best oF 
(WEA/Warner Music) 

“Five Newfies walk into a bar...” 
Sounds like the opening to a joke 
you'd get a chuckle out of, eh? Well, 
you'll get that and a whole lot more 
from this collection of traditional and 
contemporary pieces by legendary 
Celtic group the Irish Descendants. 
And legendary is an appropriate term 
for a group of former fishermen who 
turned a evening pastime at the pubs 
into a career that’s spanned a decade 
and helped wake up the music industry 

to a new genre. 

This isn’t some slickly designed 
promo piece, though. It’s a well- 
thought-out collection of tunes rang- 
ing from the raucous to the refined. It’s 
common man’s music sung by com- 
mon men, and as such has a sincerity 
that holds your attention and demands 
your respect: for the men singing the 
songs, for the ones who originally 
wrote them and for whoever can iden- 
tify with the themes they contain. 

If you've ever sat down, had a pint 
with your mates and relished the warm 
feeling of the companionship of your 
peers, then you know what the Irish 
Descendants are about. Cheers, boys... 
so far, so bloody great. tevevey — 
Mart BROMLEY 


Guns 'N Roses Live Era ‘87-"93 
(UNIVERSAL) 

It’s no secret that Guns ’N Roses were 
one of the most important bands of 
the late ‘80s and early ‘90s—Appetite 
for Destruction is still one of the best 
metal albums of all time. But as a live 
act, they were spotty at best. Even 
though Ax! Rose and Slash had their 
moments of brilliance, their perform- 
ances often showed their disdain for 
even the slightest bit of rehearsal. 

Yes, this package is worthwhile 
because it gives their fans another 
chance to hear the band in their glory 
days, before the lineup soap opera that 
ripped the band apart. Early small-club 
performances show the band at its 
best: sarcastic, spontaneous and not 
really full of themselves (as they would 
become later in their career). As the 
emcee who opens the CD belts out, 
“You wanted the best... Well they did- 
n't fuckin’ make it—so here’s what you 
get...” 

Unfortunately, after the small-club 
set, the compilers decided to choose 
too many safe performances; a lot of 
the songs sound just like they do on 
the albums with some crowd noise 
pumped in. But can you blame them? 
When they do allow the band to let 
loose, as on “Paradise City,” the results 


Ye 


ay 


reVUEs of this week’s 
newest discs 


are awful. Ye rv —Steven Sanpor 


Stompin’ Tom Connors Move 
Atong Wiry Stompin’ Tom (EMI) 
With this latest collection, Dr. Connor 
showcases a handful of new tunes, ¢ 
few selected covers—including Han} 
Snow's “Sammy Morgan's Gin” and < 
rendition of the old Australian(! 
favourite, “Waltzing Matilda,” and < 
couple of old standards like "Big Joe 
Mufferaw” and “Long Gone to the 

Yukon.” 

Call me old-fashioned, but | prefe: 
the old Stompin’ Tom, the one whc 
would get up onstage with little more 
than his stomping board and a gee-tar 
so he could bandy about patriotic tune 
after patriotic tune. Now he has a capa 
ble band backing him—and | think the 
lush arrangements actually detract from 
the wonderful simplicity of a Canadiar 
classic like “Big Joe Mufferaw.” 

Yes, Stompin’ Tom has come ¢ 
long way—but | think success is spoil 
ing him. ¥y%* —Steven SANDOR 


Bush THE SCIENCE OF THINGS 
(Trauma Recorps/Universat) 
After listening to the latest disc by Brit 
alt band Bush, I’m at a bit of a loss as 
to what to say about it. | mean, it’s just 

Bush. It’s just plain old Bush. Hmm 
That’s not going to do for a review, I'm 
afraid, so how can | expand on that? 
Gwen Stefani from No Doubt 
makes an appearance on it doinc 
background vocals for “Spacetrav 
el”... not that you can really tell, she's 
so faint and her appearance seem: 
more for trivia’s sake than anythinc 
else. “Jesus Online” is a good track. S¢ 
is “Altered States.” Aw, hell... they’re 
all good, it’s just that it all seems so.. 
homogenous. The digital samplings 
the tempos, the compositions are s« 
totally recognizable as Bush’s trade 
mark sound that every song seems tc 
be nothing but variations on a theme 
One exception, however, is “40 Mile: 
From the Sun,” which goes for a slow 
er acoustic style. The restrainec 
chords act as punctuation in Gavir 
Rossdale’s lyrics, making this track the 
one that stands out the most. If you're 
a Bush fan, there’s absolutely no rea 
son you won't love this disc—unles: 
you're looking for something that see: 
the band stretching in a new direc 
tion. In that case, I’m afraid you're 
outta luck. eve ¥ —Mart BRomiey 


Bos Mar tey aNnp THE WalLEeRS THE 
CompteTe Bos MARLEY AND THE 
Wauers 1967-1972 (Parr Ill) 

(JAD Recorps) 


Like many music fans with an apprecia- 
tion for a wide range of seminal artists, 
| have a tendency to fill out my CD col- 
lection with greatest-hits packages and 
smash-hit albums. | certainly couldn’t 
afford to buy the entire Charlie Parker 
discography, for example, or the com- 
plete Woody Guthrie library, so | picked 
one CD that was emblematic of each. 
And now | realize that’s mistake. 

The Complete Bob Marley and the 
Wailers 1967-1972 (Part Ill) is not a 
greatest-hits double disc. But it's a 
damn good set—and since | can hear 
“No Woman No Cry” on the radio 
pretty much whenever | want, there’s 
no real need for me to own it. 

There are some hits on this new 
release, Yet because it's a comprehen- 
sive collection, most of the tracks are 
more obscure. “Keep On Skanking” 
forced me to air drum while listening 
on my Discman (alone, in public) and 
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of Marley to me. 
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10551 WHYTE AVE 


INFO 433.3600 
WWW.REBAR.AB.CA 
rebar@connect.ab.ca 













THURSDAY 16 


MAIN LEVEL : HARD TIMES Ales pork. 
with ROBERT OLEYSYCK utopia- las vegas 
and DJ DAVEY JAMES hard tines 


residentUPSTAIRS ; GOOD TIMES 
funky retro with DJ LEFTY 
75¢ HIBALLS/$6.25 DRAFT JUGS TIL 71PM 


FRIDAY 17 
BOOGIE NIGHTS DISCO EXPRESS 
UPSTAIRS : DISCIPLES OF POWER live 


MAIN LEVEL : DJ DAVEY JAMES 
CANADIAN 3¢ UNTIL SPM ($2.50 ALL NIGHT LONG) 


SATURDAY 18 


UPSTAIRS : DJ BIG DADA THE sizness 
MAIN LEVEL : DJ DAVEY JAMES 
$1.50 HIBALLS & $7.00 JUGS TIL 10:30 PM 


SUNDAY 19 


MAIN LEVEL :DJ BIG DADA 


musical mood swings 
$1.75 PINTS UNTIL MIDNIGHT 


MONDAY 20 


MAIN LEVEL : 10551 MONDAYS 
DJ LEFTY plays retro and requests 


$6.25 DOMESTIC JUGS & $1.00 HIBALLS 
TIL MIDNIGHT 

























































TUESDAY 21 


MAIN LEVEL :FUNKY HABITS 
w/SPILT MILK & TRIPSWITCH 
with guests 

UPSTAIRS: NO SYMPATHY FOR THE 


CLUB SCENE w/P.R. DOUGLESS 
punk, ska & rock 'n' roll 
$1.50 HIBALLS & $7.00 PITCHERS TIL MIDNIGHT 


WEDNESDAY 22 


MAIN LEVEL : STATIK w/ NIKROFEELYA 
goth & industrial 


UPSTAIRS : RUSH HOUR w/ INSIDE 9 © 
$1.50 HIBALLS & 25¢ DRAFT UNTIL MIDNIGHT — 
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THURSDAY 23 
MAIN ei. eet 


GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! ONLY $15 


REBA 
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Private Confessions is good for the soul 


“Bergman delivers 
profound 
meditation on love 
and fidelity 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


hat a jolt it must have 
been for Swedish actress 
Pernilla August to finish 


playing Anna, the anguished wife 
of Private Confessions— 
Ingmar Bergman's 
follow-up script to 
E992"s The Best 
Intentions—and then 
travel to the set of George Lucas’s 
empty-headed, effects-heavy Star 
Wars prequel The Phantom Menace. 
(She played Anakin Skywalker’s 
mother, and you can be forgiven 
for not remembering a single 
moment of her performance—Lucas 
is about as interested in actors as 
yeergman is in computer-generated 
effects.) The closest thing to a spe- 
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Barrels’ 
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‘Even Dwarves 
Started Small’ 


‘Vanity Fair’ 
(BBC Miniseries) 
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Www.sneakpreview formovies.com 








cial effect in Private Confessions is 
the presence of the magisterial Max 
von Sydow, who has appeared in so 
many Bergman films over the years 
that by now his sorrowful face, 
deep, weary voice and tall, lean 
body all seem to embody Bergman’s 
themes of spiritual and psychologi- 
cal torment. 

Bergman stopped directing films 
more than a decade ago—Bille 
August helmed The Best Intentions 
and frequent Bergman star Liv Ull- 
mann directed Private 
Confessions—but 
he’s still one of 
only a handful of 
superstar international 
directors from the ’SOs and ’60s who 
temain active in the film world. 
Antonioni, Truffaut, Kurosawa, Felli- 
ni and Ray are all dead. Jean-Luc 
Godard’s last few films have not 
been widely distributed, but the 
French director’s enormous influ- 
ence on most of the breakthrough 
movies of the last few months— 
Three Kings, Run Lola Run, Being John 
Malkovich—is unmistakable. 


Liv to tell 


By contrast, Bergman's ultra-serious 
concerns (guilt, God, inner turmoil) 
seem weirdly old-fashioned. Who 
has time, after all, to be tormented 
by God’s silence in the face of 
mankind's suffering when you're liv- 
ing in'a hip-hop, jump-cut, MTV- 
Fight Club universe? Private 
Confessions, with its hushed tone, 
Ullmann’s formal directing style and 
the characters’ insistence on explor- 
ing the moral implications of every 
decision they make, seems like an 
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artifact from another filmmaking 
universe, But Bergman and UII- 
mann’s seriousness of purpose pays 
off: I can’t think of many other films 
that are so wise and insightful about 
how a simple act of marital infidelity 
can entirely alter your perceptions of 
the universe around you. 

The film is divided into five sec- 
tions, each one a conversation 
between Anna and one of the three 
most important men in her life: her 
husband Henrik (Samuel Frdler), a 
clergyman; Tomas (Thomas Han- 
zon), the divinity student with 
whom she has an extended affair; 
and her uncle Jacob (von Sydow), a 
pastor who advises her to tell her 
husband the truth about her rela- 
tionship with Tomas, Pernilla 
August is in every scene, and she 
gives a transcendent performance. 
Her Anna is tortured with guilt as 
she talks with Jacob about her 
betrayal of her husband’s trust, bit- 
ter as she argues with Henrik him- 
self (even going so far as to tell him 
how “The thought of your seed 
inside me was unbearable!”—a great 
Bergman moment!), tender as she 
enjoys an all-too brief tryst with 
Tomas. August has a squarish, ordi- 
nary, almost peasantlike face—she’s 
no Liv Ullmann—but in a flashback 
to one of her happiest moments 
with Tomas, she seems like the most 
radiant woman in the world. (Sven 
Nykvist, another Bergman stalwart, 
was the cinematographer.) 


The brand-new heavies 


Usually when people say a movie 
has “great dialogue,” they mean 
Pulp Fiction or Miller’s Crossing or 
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“The search for the sensitive 
male in the ‘80s.” 
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August and Hanzon deliver bitter-Swede performances 


Glengarry Glen Ross, stuff that’s snap- 
py and and peppy and stylized and 
full of quotable one-liners. Private 
Confessions is stylized too, I guess, in 
the way the conversations always 
return to the most heavy-duty sub- 
ject matter imaginable. But they're 
truthful in a way that most movie 
conversations aren't: they’re full of 
the kinds of awkward silences and 
unexpected bursts of anger or sor- 
row that anyone who’s ever argued 
with their spouses or lovers will 
instinctively recognize, and despite 


the film’s slow pace, it’s utterly 
absorbing. You get used to watching 
so many lightweight movies about 
something as trivial as romance that 
it’s an emotional shock to watch 
something like Private Confessions, a 
serious movie about something as 
profound as love. © 


Private Confessions 

Directed by Liv Ullmann ® Starring 
Pernilla August and Max von Sydow 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel * Thu-Sun, 
Dec 16-19, 8pm * $4-7 © 425-9212 





Life’s Little 
Talking-mouse pic 

is fun even without 
alcohol 


By DANA McNAIRN 


ou know a movie is working 
when a roar of approval goes 
up from the crowded theatre 


the first time they see the main char- 
acter. And so it was at the noisy 
screening I attended for Stuart Little. 

My movie partner wanted us to 
down a few cocktails in order to 
brace ourselves for the task of watch- 
ing a children’s movie. And he 
brought along plenty of aspirin for 
afterward—anything to soften the 
blow of the heavy-handed moraliz- 
ing we felt sure-we were 
in for. After all, 
director Rob Min- 
koff’s last outing was 
The Lion King, which was 
not exactly a model of subtlety, even 
for a kiddie flick. The life lessons are 
there in his new film, too: kids who 
cheat are losers, you should listen to 
your Mom and Dad, family is every- 
thing. But Stuart Little also turns out 
to be a gentle and charming film, 
heavy only on the special effects and 
containing just enough scatological 
humour and anthropomorphic ani- 
mal life to keep even the youngest 
moviegoer entertained. 

And the audience clearly loved 
that little white mouse. 

However, when Mr. and Mrs. Lit- 
tle (Hugh Laurie and Geena Davis) 
bring Stuart home from the orphan- 
age, the rest of the family doesn’t 
exactly hit it off with this newest 
addition to their household. The Lit- 






pleasures 


tles’ real son George Jonathan Lip- 
nicki) can’t believe his parents were 
dumb enough to adopt a mouse. And 
Snowbell, the pet cat, is furious; what 
is this world coming to when “lunch” 
becomes one of the family? As for 
Stuart (voiced by Michael J. Fox), he’s 
just trying to fit in. It’s not easy being 
two inches tall, unloved and with a 
mob of cats hot on your tail. 


But he still always shows 
up in tails 


Don’t worry if you’ve never read the 
classic children’s novel upon which 
the film is based; the script bears only 
a superficial resemblance to E. B. 
White's original story. In the original 
book, Stuart was partial to his grey felt 
hat, brogues and cane. In the film, he 
fancies khakis and 
sneakers, and can 
occasionally be 
glimpsed playing air 
guitar with a comb. Fox's 
voice lends Stuart's character the cocky 
wit and swagger that children love to 
fantasize they possess themselves— 
although White may have winced at 
his disregard for the niceties of English 
usage. At least Stuart’s film parents 
have the same Ozzie and Harriet feel 
that they did in the book. The Littles 
are clean-cut and clean-living, right 
down to their sweater vests and meat 
loaf dinners—a nod to the book's 1945 
publication date, no doubt. 

It must be difficult to perform 
opposite an animated character. 
Which works better: playing things 
over-the-top kooky or restraining your- 
self and giving centre stage to all the 
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How long can a Mile be? 


Would-be uplifting 
prison pic can’t 
justify its length 


By NICHOLAS SPILLIOS 


ovies are getting longer 
and longer and longer. 
And what better time to 


test the endurance of filmgoers than 
December? Epic-length prestige pic- 
tures like Magnolia, Sunshine and The 
Green Mile will be released in quick 
succession over the next few weeks, 
just in time to distract us from the 
numbing ordeal of Christmas shop- 
ping. Jean-Luc Godard once said 
that a film is the world in an hour 
and a half; obviously no one paid 
attention to him, especially not 
writer-director Frank Darabont 
whose The Green Mile is long (185 
minutes), ponderous and intended 
to be uplifting. 

This is Darabont’s first film since 
his 1994 breakaway hit The Shaw- 
shank Redemption, which, like The 
Green Mile, was based on a novel by 
Stephen King about life in a 1930s 
prison. And once again, Darabont 
centres his film around the relation- 
ship between a white man and a 
black man, but this time out, he’s 
forsaken the acute realism of Shaw- 
shank for a mystical tale of 
forgiveness in which 
noble blacks take 
on the sins of 
whites. Was it ever 
different in film? 


All screwed up 


The studio, Warner Bros., 
shrewdly timed the film’s release 
with the holiday season when audi- 
ences are more willing to forget 
about the real world and accept tales 
full of mysticism, fantasy and broad- 
ly painted black-and-white charac- 
ters. What better place for a black 
miracle worker to visit than 
Louisiana’s Cold Mountain Peniten- 
tiary? Here, Paul Edgecomb (Tom 
Hanks, adopting a Midwest accent 
that at times slips into the drawl he 
used in Forrest Gump) presides as the 
guard who, along with his warm- 
hearted crew, runs E Block, dispens- 
ing cheer and comfort to doomed 


has 








Elvis is a hero to most 


This may be the kind of development 
that only matters to compulsive 
movie-review-readers, but last week, 
the New York Times announced who 
would be taking over the coveted 
position of film critic from the 
departing Janet Maslin. Many names 
had been bandied about as possible 
replacements, with former New York 
Daily News critic Dave Kehr, Entertain- 
ment Weekly’s Owen Gleiberman, The 
New Yorker’s David Denby and 
Anthony Lane, and current second- 
string Times critic Stephen Holden 
considered the front-runners. 

But instead, the Times named two 
new film critics, both of them dark 
horses: Elvis Mitchell, who reviews 
movies for the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram as well as National Public 
Radio and CNN, and A.O. Scott, a 








n The Green Mile, it pays to guard your Coffey 


inmates before they meet their 
maker in “Old Sparky,” the electric 
chair. But even Edgecomb can't quite 
live up to the saintliness of the 
seven-foot-tall black man of miracles 
who arrives, 

The man is John Coffey 
(Michael Clarke Duncan), who 
arrives at “E,” condemned to die 
for the murder of two little white 
girls. But it quickly becomes obvi- 
ous to the guards on the Mile that 
Coffey is simply too kind, 
too gentle, too.. 
well, holy to have 
committed such a 
heinous crime. It’s 
not long before Coffey starts 
performing miracles, miraculously 
curing Edgecomb of a bladder 
infection with a swift pull of his 
crotch; bringing Mr. Jingles, a lov- 
able pet mouse, brought back to 
life after he’s stomped on by evil 
guard Percy Wetmore (Sam Rock- 
well), who takes great joy in men- 
tally torturing the inmates; and 
healing the cancer-ridden wife of 
the good warden (James Cromwell). 
Each miracle comes complete with 
mysterious celestial lights and a 
flurry of glowing particles that 
emerge from Coffey’s mouth. 


What do you Duncan 
your Coffey? 


Darabont lavishes prea care on 
book reviewer and cultural critic 
whose credentials as a movie writer 
are almost nonexistent—although his 
lively and perceptive recent piece 
about Martin Scorsese for the online 
magazine Slate (which apparently was 
what convinced the Times editors he 
was the man for the job) would seem 
to indicate he knows what he’s talking 
about. (Holden, meanwhile, will con- 
tinue his duties as backup critic.) 

Both Scott and Mitchell would 
have to be an improvement on 
Maslin, whose notoriously dull and 
toothless reviews were widely consid- 
ered an embarrassment to the Times 
arts section. Mitchell, by contrast, is 
famous for his punchy, pop-culture- 
savvy reviewing style and his knack 
for turning a phrase. (He certainly 
was the liveliest of Roger Ebert’s 
guest critics this season on Roger 
Ebert and the Movies—Ebert seemed 
amazed at how Mitchell refused to 
give thumbs up to anything!) 

Just compare Maslin’s phoned-in 
review of, say, The Blair Witch Project 
with Mitchell's. Here’s Maslin: “A 
most inventive departure from stan- 
dard horror fare... pe is left 
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every detail of this production, right 
down to the lime-coloured floor 
leading to the execution chamber 
that gives the movie its title. He 
brings a light touch to this straight- 
forward tale, but in the process sac- 
rifices its believability. Perhaps in an 
effort to retain the best lines and 
incidents from King’s novel, he 
repeats the same elements over and 
over again: lines like “Coffey—like 
the drink but not spelled the same,” 
“What happens on the Mile stays 
on the Mile,” run-throughs of exe- 
cution protocol, lingering close-ups 
of black-white handshakes, not to 
mention more than one salute to 
Astaire-Rogers musicals. (Remember 
Rita Hayworth in Shawshank?) 

Hanks, no stranger to ensemble 
playing, surrounds himself with 
many of his co-stars from Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan and Apollo 13, and he wise- 
ly gives everyone in the supporting 
cast—especially Duncan in the piv- 
otal role—an opportunity to shine. 
However, despite the efforts of his 
able cast, Darabont never succeeds 
in convincing us that this small 
Story, is uplifting or important 
enough to deserve such grandiose 
and epic treatment. © 


The Green Mile 

Directed by Frank Darabont 
Starring Tom Hanks, Michael Clarke 
Duncan and Sam Rockwell « 

Now playing 


Stuart Little 


Continued from previous page 


and Davis must have agreed on the lat- 
ter approach. Their performances suffer 
as a result, but that’s a small quibble, 
This is a kid's movie starring a mouse, 
not an Oscar-bound adult diama. 


Mouse clicks with 
audiences 


And if the enthusiastic reaction of 
the crowd I saw the film with is any 
indication, the film will connect 
with its intended audience. Older 
kids might gag on all the sweetness, 
but they should dig the special 
effects and bits of cheeky dialogue. 
Besides, it’s hard not to root for Stu- 
art as he makes one narrow escape 
after another. Good thing my date 
and | forgot about those pre-show 
cocktails—we didn’t need to brace 
ourselves at all, and wound up cheer- 
ing as loudly as any eight-year-old. © 


Directed by Rob Minkoff * Starring 
Geena Davis, Hugh Laurie and 
Michael J. Fox * Opens Fri, Dec 17 
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Fittingly for a movie about a 
man who always kept it a mys- 
tery if he was putting on an act 
or simply being himself, Milos 
Forman’s biopic about Andy 
Kaufman, Man on the Moon, 
features an unusually large num- 
ber of people playing them- 
selves: Lorne Michaels, David 
Letterman, Paul Shaffer, pro 
wrestler Jerry Lawler and the 
entire cast of Taxi—except for 
Danny DeVito, who produced 
the film and plays Kaufman's 
manager, George Shapiro, 
instead. (Trivia tidbit: the film 
reunites DeVito with his fellow 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest 
inmates Christopher Lloyd and 
Vincent Schiavelli.) Most bizarre 
casting choice? Probably caustic 
comedian Norm Macdonald, 
who plays Michael Richards— 
Seinfeld’s Kramer. 


‘a 


Oliver Platt star in Mrs. Doubtfire 
director Chris Columbus's science-fic- 
tion film about a robot who yearns to 
be human. Based on the story by 
Isaac Asimov and Robert Silverberg. 


Man on the Moon (CO, GR) Jim 
Carrey stars in The People vs. Larry 
Flynt director Milos Forman’s film 
biography of legendary comedian 
and put-on artist Andy Kaufman. 


NEW THIS WEEK 


Anna and the King (CO, GR) Jodie 
(=Foster and Chow Yyn-Fat star in 
~ Ever After director Andy Tennant’s 

epic film, set in 1860s Siam, about 

the relationship between King 

Mongkut and the strong-willed 

British schoolteacher he-hires to 
—~ educate his children. 


Any Given Sunday (CO, FP) Al Paci- 
no, Dennis Quaid, Cameron Diaz, 
—james Woods and Jamie Foxx star in 
Born on the Fourth of July director 
Oliver Stone’s film about a football 
coach whose loyalties are divided 
between an injured veteran quarter- 
back and the young hotshot who 
comes off the bench to replace him. 


Bicentennial Man (CO, FP, GR) 
= Robin Williams, Embeth Davidtz and 
ca 


Private Confessions (M) Pernilla 
August and Max von Sydow star in 
Sofie director Liv Ullmann’s sombre 
drama, the sequel to 1992’s The Best 
Intentions, about a married woman 
plagued by guilt after embarking on 
an illicit affair. Screenplay by Ingmar 
Bergman. Thu-Sun, Dec 16-19, 8pm, 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Stuart Little (CO) Geena Davis and 
the voices of Michael J. Fox and 


presents 


» Michael Wilmington, aeae TRIBUNE 
“ENORMOUSLY MOVING!” 
> > Saren Dorhin, EW YORK TIMES 


KKK 
RMLY SPLENDID CAST.” 


ick Stage, GLOBE AND MAIL 


» AN INCREDIBLE WORK! GREAT!” 


Cameron Bailey, HOW: 


Ameen CSSIOTIS 


cinematography by Sven Nykvist 
Produced by SVT in collaboration with NRK. DR, YLE-2, RUV-TV and the Nordic Co-production Fund 


Thursday - Sunday, Dec. 16-19 
@ 8:00 p.m. 


“Private Confessions is the last of a trilogy of films 
by Ingmar Bergman about his parents 
(the others are Fanny and Alexander and 
The Best Intentions). This film, directed by 
Bergman’s lustrous actress Liv Ullmann (and shot by 
Sven Nykvist) is the greatest of the three.” 
—Richard Corliss, TIME. 


All Metro screenings are held in the Zeidler Hall 
of the Citadel Theatre. 9828 - 101 A Ave 
For movie information, call 425-9212. 











Nathan Lane are featured in The Lion 
King co-director Rob Minkoff’s chil- 
dren’s movie about the uproar that 
results when a family decides to 
adopt a talking mouse. Based on the 
book by E.B. White. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


American Beauty (CO) Kevin 
Spacey, Annette Bening, Mena Suvari 
and Chris Cooper star in director Sam 
Mendes’s comic drama about a dis- 
satisfied suburban husband who 
makes a dramatic decision to revital- 
ize his life. 


Anywhere But Here (CO) Susan 
Sarandon and Natalie Portman star in 
The Joy Luck Club director Wayne 
Wang's film about the relationship 
between a flighty, hedonistic mother 
and her alienated teenage daughter. 


Being John Malkovich (CO) John 
Cusack, Cameron Diaz, Catherine 
Keener and John Malkovich star in 
director Spike Jonze’s surreal film 
about a puppeteer who discovers a 
magical portal into the mind of actor 
John Malkovich. 


The Bone Collector (CO) Denzel 
Washington and Angelina Jolie star in 
Patriot Games director Phillip Noyce’s 
suspense film about a quadriplegic 
forensics expert and a rookie female 
cop on the trail of a serial killer. Based 
on the book by Jeffery Deaver. 


Deuce Bigalow: Male Gigolo (CO, 
FP) Rob Schneider stars in director 
Mike Mitchell’s comedy about a man 
who embarks on a career as a male 
escort while housesitting for a suc- 
cessful gigolo. 


Dogma (CO) Ben Affleck, Matt 
Damon, Linda Fiorentino and Chris 
Rock star in Chasing Amy director 
Kevin Smith’s religious comedy about 
a distant relative of Jesus Christ who 
must prevent two banished angels 
from re-entering Heaven and thereby 
undoing the fabric of the universe. 


Double Jeopardy (CO) Ashley Judd 
and Tommy Lee Jones star in Driving 
Miss Daisy director Bruce Beresford’s 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
ESSC: Edmonton Space & 
Science Centre IMAX, 452-9100 
FP: Famous Players 


GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
GR: Grandin Theatre, 458-9822 
M: Metro Cinema, 988-3456 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
P2: Princess Il Theatre, 433-0728 
SC; SilverCity IMAX, Famous Players 
WEM 484-8581 
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SHOWTIMES EFFECTIVE: 
FRI, DECEMBER 17-THU, DECEMBER 23, 1999. 


PARAMOUNT THX 10293 Jasper Ave. 428-1307 


THE WORLD IS NOT ENOUGH (14A) THX 
Fri Mon Tue Wed Tho 7:00 9:45 Sat Sun 1:30 4:15 7:00 9:45 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 14a) THX 
Coarse language throughout Wed Thu 12:10 4:15 8:15 


BICENTENNIAL MAN (PG) THX 
Some coarse language. 12:50 1:20 4:20 3:50 7:00 7:30 10:00 
Lateshow 10:30 Lateshow fri Sat 12:50 


DEUCE BIGELOW MALE GIGOLO ar THX 

Crude language, sexual conteot. 12:20 2:40 5:10 7:40 10:10 Fri Sat 
Sun Mon Tue 6:50 9:40 fri Sat Sun Tue Wed Thu 1:10 3:40 6:50 
#40 Mon 1:10 3:40 9:40 Lateshow Fri Sat 12:00 12:30 


EVEREST (IMAX) (9) 
“fri Mon Tue Wed Thu [2:00 3:00 7:30 Sat Sun 730 


EXTREME (6) 
“Sar Sun 3:00 


THE GREEN MILE (14A) THX 
coane aoe disturbing and violent scenes 
12:00 12:30 4:00 4:30 8:00 8:30 


POKEMON 
(PG) THX 1:30 4:10 


SLEEPY HOLLOW (18A) THX 
Gory violence and Horror. 
1:40 4:50 7:50 Lateshow 10:40 


TOY STORY 2 (G) THX 
2:00 4:40 Fri Sat Sun Toe Wed Thu 1:00 3:20 7:10 9:30 Lateshow 
ae 21S Hon 1:00 3:20 9:30 fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12:10 


T. REX (IMAX 3D) (P 
“fn Mon Tue Wed Thu 10:00 1:00 2:00 7.00 8:00 8:30 Sat Sun 
10:00 12:00 1:00 2:00 7:00 8:00 8:30 Lateshow Fri Sar 12:00 


thriller about a woman out for 
revenge after being framed for the 
murder of her husband. 


End of Days (CO) Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger, Gabriel Byrne and Robin 
Tunney star in The Relic director Peter 
Hyams’s occult thriller about a New 
York security guard who must foil 
Satan's plans to come to Earth and 
take a bride. 


Everest (SC) Liam Neeson narrates 
director David Breashears’s IMAX 
documentary about the efforts of a 
group of four men and women to 
conquer the world’s tallest mountain. 


Extreme (SC) Director John Long's 
IMAX film on extreme outdoor sports 
covers skiing in Alaska, climbing in 
Utah and surfing 20-metre waves in 
Hawaii. 

Felicia’s Journey (GA) Bob Hoskins, 
Elaine Cassidy and Arsinée Khanjian 
star in The Sweet Hereafter director 
Atom Egoyan’s drama about the rela- 
tionship between a naive young 
woman and the sinister middle-aged 
man who takes her under his wing. 
Based on the novel by William Trevor. 


The Green Mile (CO, FP, GR) Tom 
Hanks, David Morse, Michael Jeter, 
James Cromwell and Michael Duncan 
star in The Shawshank Redemption 
director Frank Darabont’s adaptation 
of Stephen King’s novel about a 
1930s prison guard who suspects 
one of his inmates may possess 
supernatural powers. 


House on Haunted Hill (CO) Geof- 
frey Rush, Famke Janssen and Taye 
Diggs star in this remake of the 1958 
thriller about a millionaire who offers 
a group of people $1,000,000 each if 
they agree to spend the night in a 
haunted house. 


Mansfield Park (P) Frances O’Con- 
nor, Alessandro Nivola, Jonny Lee 
Miller and Harold Pinter star in When 
Night Is Falling director Patricia Roze- 
ma’s adaptation of Jane Austen’s 
novel about a strong-willed woman 
torn between the man she loves and 
the man her wealthy relatives pres- 
sure her to marry. 


The Messenger: The Story of Joan 
of Arc (CO) Milla Jovovich, John 
Malkovich and Dustin Hoffman star 
in The Fifth Element director Luc 
Besson’s epic biography of the mar- 
tyred French saint. 


Music of the Heart (CO) Meryl 
Streep, Angela Bassett and Gloria 
Estefan star in Scream director Wes 
Craven's tearjerker about a dedicated 
teacher's struggle to teach the violin 
to the underprivileged students of a 
Harlem school. 


Mysteries of Egypt (ESSC) Director 


$5.00 MATINEES DAILY! 
(AT PARTICIPATING THEATRES) 


[at fecal rior (9 6:00 pm) 
EXCEPT SATURDAY, SUNDAY & STATUTORY HOLIDAYS © 
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Bruce Neibaur’s IMAX documentary 
about archaeological investigations 
into ancient Egypt. 


Pokémon the First Movie: Mewtwo 
Strikes Back (CO, FP) In this big- 
screen version of the popular video 
game and animated cartoon, havoc 
breaks out when scientists genetically 
create a new Pokémon. 


Princess Mononoke (P2) The voices 
of Billy Crudup, Minnie Driver, Claire 
Danes and Billy Bob Thornton are 
featured in My Neighbor Totoro direc- 
tor Hayao Miyazaki’s epic animated 
fantasy about a prince who gets 
caught up in a battle between a 
medieval mining town and the gods 
of a nearby forest. 


Ride With the Devil (P2) Skeet 
Ulrich, Tobey Maguire, Jeffrey Wright 
and Jewel star in The Ice Storm direc- 
tor Ang Lee’s period drama about a 
pair of young Southern men who get 
swept up in the brutal campaign of 
terror waged between Missouri and 
Kansas during the Civil War. 


Runaway Bride (CO) Julia Roberts 
and Richard Gere star in Pretty 
Woman director Garry Marshall's 
romantic comedy about a cynical 
newspaper reporter who falls in love 
with a woman with a history of 
deserting men at the altar. 


Silver Wolf (CO) Michael Biehn, Roy 
Scheider and Shane Meier star in 
director Peter Svatek’s family film 
about a ranger and his teenaged 
nephew who attempt to save a wolf 
from the rancher who wants to kill it. 


Sleepy Hollow (CO, FP, GR) Johnny 
Depp, Christina Ricci, Miranda 
Richardson and Michael Gambon star 
in Edward Scissorhands director Tim 
Burton’s atmospheric adaptation of 
Washington Irving’s classic tale of a 
small 18th-century village terrorized 
by the Headless Horseman. 


T-Rex: Back to the Cretaceous (SC) 
Peter Horton and Liz Stauber star in 
The Lawnmower Man director Brett 
Leonard’s 3-D IMAX film about a 
paleontologist’s daughter who travels 
back in time to the Cretaceous era. 


Toy Story 2 (CO, FP, GR) In this 
sequel to the 1995 animated hit, the 
rest of the toys come to the rescue 
when Woody is kidnapped by an 
obsessive collector. Featuring the 
voices of Tom Hanks, Tim Allen and 
Don Rickles. 


The World Is Not Enough (CO, FP) 
Pierce Brosnan, Denise Richards, 
Robert Carlyle, Sophie Marceau and 
Judi Dench star in the latest James 
Bond spy thriller, in which Agent 007 
is pitted against a crazed assassin 
determined to destroy MI6. Directed 
by Michael Apted. 


MOVIES 12 
130 AVE.-50TH STREET 472.9779 


Showtimes effective: 
FRI, DECEMBER 17-THU, DECEMBER 23, 1999. 
SUPERSTAR 14a 


SauSun 12:00 
Dally 2.20 4:55 7:20 9:20 Midnight FrSat only 1225 


FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME PG 
Coarse language. Daily 4:10 7:00 9:50 


HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL 148 
Gory violence Sat/Sun 11:30 Daily 1:50 4:25 7:10 930 
Hidnighe Fri/Sat only 11:50 


FIGHT CLUB R 
Disturbing content Daily 1:15 4:10 7:05 9:50 


STIGMATA 144 
Violent and Disturbing content. Sar Sun 11:15 
Daily 1:45 4:20 7:10 9:45 Midnight Fri/Sat only 12:10 


THREE TO TANGO 14a 
Daily 7.05 #25 

Midnight Fr/sat only 11:55 

DRIVE ME CRAZY PG 
Not suitable for younger children. Sat Sun 115 

Daly 215 448 91S 935 Meh FiSac oly 14S 

BLUE STREAK 14a 
Sat Sun 11:05 Daily 1:10 3:15 5:20 7.25 955 

Hidnight Fr Sa onby 12:05 

RUNAWAY BRIDE PG 
Sat Son 11:20 Daily 2:05 430 7:00 940 Midnight Friar 12:25 
THE THOMAS CROWN AFFAIR 14A 
Daly 130 10:00 Midnight Frau 1235 

AMERICAN PIE 18A 
Seal con may fed St San 1125 Ou 12510140 10 
Hidnight Ff Sat M215 ; 


INSPECTOR GADGET G 
Sat Sun 11:35 Daily 1:25 3:25 $30 


ELMO IN GROUCHLAND G6 
Sat Sun 11:45 Daly 1:35 


DEEP BLUE SEA 
scenes Sat San 12:00 Daly 230 5:05 735 10:05 
Frit Only 12:20 


TARZAN 
SatSun 1:10 Daly 235 5:00 





Film Notes 
Continued from page 37 


to the imagination, and the imagina- 
tion works overtime watching the 
acuity of these talented filmmakers, 
and wondering what bright idea 
they'll have next.” 

And here’s Mitchell: “The actors 
eventually descend into a series of 
screaming matches, tearfully bellow- 
ing obscenities at each other: The 
Actors Studio of the Living Dead. 
[The film has] the quality of a night- 
mare; you feel like you've dreamt it 
before... For audiences who haven't 
seen a lot of movies—and, apparent- 
ly, the press members who are call- 
ing this one of the most original 
movies of all time—Blair Witch may 
have that kind of effect. So some will 
find it easy to overlook the inconsis- 
tencies, such as why the sound is 
consistently well-recorded through- 
out the picture... You might think 
that people fearing for their lives 
have things to do other than check 
the recording levels.” 

People know to expect iconoclas- 
tic opinions from Mitchell (he recent- 
ly picked South Park: Bigger, Longer 
and Uncut as the best movie of the 
year), but Scott remains an unknown 
quantity—and Roger Ebert has 
already expressed his vexation over 
the Times’ having granted the job to 
someone with so little experience 
writing about movies. “Would they 
hire a book critic to be their music 
critic?” Ebert asked. “Architecture 
critic? No, but that goes without say- 
ing. They probably believe, like many 
other editors, that anyone can be the 
film critic. It is the only job on the 
newspaper that everyone, including 
the editors, believe they can do bet- 
ter than the person on the beat.” — 
Paut MATWYCHUK 


Sunshine proves more 
powerful than the Atom 


Usually there’s a direct correlation 
between a Canadian film's wide 
international release and the number 
of Genie nominations it receives. Last 
year, the battle was between Don 
McKellar’s Last Night and Francois 
Girard’s The Red Violin (the latter 
won); previous awards have been 
heavily skewed toward The Sweet 
Hereafter (which also garnered Atom 
Egoyan Oscar nominations for Best 
Director and Best Original Screen- 
play—he lost both), Exotica, Jesus of 


| 










J CINEMA CITY 12 
=>) |3633-99 STREET 463-5481] 


Showtimes effective: 
FRI, DECEMBER 17-THU, DECEMBER 23, 1999, 


SUPERSTAR 
Sat/Sun 12:00 Daily 2:20 4:55 7:20 9:20 
Midnight Fri/Sat only 12:25 


FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME 
Coarse language. Daily 4:10 7:00 9:50 














HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL 14a 

Gory violence Sat/Sun | 1:30 Daily 1:50 4;25 

7: 10 9:30 Midnight Fri/Sat only 11:50 

FIGHT CLUB R 
content 

Daily 10 7:05 9:50 

STIGMATA 14a 






Violent and Disturbing content. Sat Sun 11:15 
Daily 1:45 4:20 7:10 9:45 Midnight FriSat only 12:10 









THREE TO TANGO 14a 
Daly 7:05 9:25 Midnight Frisat only 11:55 
DRIVE IVE. ME CRAZY PG 






children. Sat Son 11:55 
Daly is us rr 15 9:35 Midnight Fri/Sat only 11:45 


BLUE STREAK 
Sat Sun 11:05 
Daily 1:10 3:15 - i 955 Midnight fn Sat only 12:05 


RUNAWAY BRI PG 
Sat Son 11:20 ay "as 430 7:00 940 Midnight FrfSat 12:25 
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THE THOMAS CROWN AFFAIR 14a 
Daily 7:30 10:00 Midnight FrifSar 1235 
AMERICAN PIE 18A 






San 11:25 






Sexual coment may offend Sat 
Daily 2:25 $:10 7:40 10610 
Hidight rif Sat 1215 






INSPECTOR GADGET 
Sat Son 1135 Daily 125 3:25 $30 






ELMO IN GROUCHLAND 
Sat Sun 11:45 Daly 135 





tees ae 1290 

130 5:05 735 10:05 midnight Fri/Sat Only 12:20 
TARZAN 
Sat Sun 12:10 Daily 235 5:00 


Montreal and My American Cousin, 

Not so this year—heading the list 
for the 20th annual Genie Awards, to 
be presented in February, is Istvan 
$zab6’s Hungarian-Canadian film 
Sunshine, starring Ralph Fiennes, with 
14 nominations. Egoyan’s Felicia’s 
Journey, which hit theatres last week, 
is the sole release by a big-name 
Canadian director to receive a slew of 
nominations, with 10 Jeremy 
Podeswa’s The Five Senses is hot on its 
heels with nine, and Claude Gag- 
non’s Histoires d‘hiver has seven 

By contrast, David Cronenberg’s 
eXistenZ only got three nominations 
(albeit one for Best Picture) and 
Richard Attenborough’s Grey Owl 
received only one—for best costume 
design. Lea Pool’s Emporte-moi 
(Canada’s submission for Best For- 
eign Film consideration at next year's 
Oscars) has three, and Anne Wheel- 
er’s critically acclaimed Better Than 
Chocolate was completely shut out of 
contention. —Davip GRONNESTAD 


Canucks attract 
criticism... 


It's a safe bet that Christopher Too- 
key, film critic for London's The Daily 
Mail, wasn’t one of the 90 members 
of the Genie jury. Not just because 
he’s British—in his December 10 
review of The Five Senses, he didn’t 
just pan Jeremy Podeswa’s film, he 
went on to excoriate Canadian film 
in general. 

“Why are Canadian films almost 
invariably earnest and tedious?” he 
wrote—a sentiment often expressed 
by Canadian film critics, to be sure, 
but rarely so baldly. “There is some- 
thing peculiarly irritating about their 
dreary self-absorption,” Tookey con- 
tinued. “Directors and actors alike 
appear rigidly determined that they 
are saying something important, 
while apparently uncertain of precise- 
ly what that might be.” 

Tookey didn’t specify any films 
beyond The Five Senses, so it's unclear 
which films and/or directors he 
meant to exclude from his “almost 
invariably” negative sentiment. 

He called The Five Senses, which 
ranks third in Genie nominations 
with nine, “a ponderous soap opera 
about uninteresting inhabitants of 
Toronto” and judged it to be “twee, 
precious and schematic.” (Don’t feel 
bad; that Britishism was beyond my 
vocabulary, too. The OED defines 
“twee” as “affectedly dainty, quaint 
or sentimental,” deriving from a 
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“childish pronunciation of ‘sweet.”) 
The Five Senses—and Canadian 
cinema in general, for that matter— 
didn’t fare as badly in the rest of the 
British press, receiving a lukewarm 
review from The Guardian and a rave 
from The Daily Telegraph, which com 
pared Podeswa’s abilities to those of 
Atom Egoyan. Er, it was meant as a 
compliment. —Davip GroNNesTaD 


..while Zanucks 
avoid it 


Ah, Genies, Schmeenies—even in the 
Great White North, the phrase “I'd 
like to thank the Academy” doesn't 
make anyone think of the Academy 
of Canadian Cinema and Television 
It universally conjures up the U.S 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences and The Night the Stars 
Come Out to Shine, the Oscars 

And the Oscarcast powers-that-be 
have continued their recent cam- 
Paign to reduce the interminable 
length of the ceremony. A few years 
ago, they started cutting off accept- 
ance speeches with orchestral 
crescendos; this year, they're finally 
doing away with dance numbers. 

The action probably stems from 
last year’s embarrasing dance-mon- 
tage tribute to Best Picture nomi- 
nees—not exactly appropriate for 
war movies like Saving Private Ryan 
and The Thin Red Line—during which 
one dancer's bare posterior was inad- 
vertently exposed. 

So last week, Oscar producers 
Richard and Lili Fini Zanuck laid 
down the law, declaring a dance-free 
ceremony for the new millennium 
“It's a shame it took 72 Oscar 
shows,” said Lili, “but maybe this is 
the tone of the new century.” A Deb 
bie Allen-less tone, apparently. — 
David GRONNESTAD © 


Chhitiitt 
silkpurse@vue.ab.ca 


(708)426-1996 
fax: (708)426-2889 





Alternative Video Spot 


New Releases 


THE GENERAL’S DAUGHTER 
(Also on DVD) 


TEACHING MRS. TINGLE 
BUENA VISTA SOCIAL CLUB 
DROP DEAD GORGEO! 


DICK 
(Also on DVD) 


DVD Releases 


STALAG 17 
DEEP BLUE SEA 


STRAW DOGS 


FIVE CORNERS 
THE OUTSIDERS 


spot 





SLEEPY HOLLOW § THE GREEN MILE 
20 3:40, 7:0, 920 


ENDS DEE 21 


BICENTENNIAL ANNA & 


THE KING 
12:30, 3:30 


TOY STORY 2 


1:00, 3:15 
7:00, 9:15 


(G) 


STARTS DEC 22 


TUESDAY ARE FAMILY NIGHTS TICKET § AL DAY ALL NIGHT 


5 BIG SCREEN bo hg 


a fii! ADULTS $7_ CHILDREN & SENIORS $4 


MATINEES EVERYDAY! ADULTS 
AIDS 25 enn conan eb se ez 
CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 
TALKING MOVIE 1 


y THEATRES Nv, LINE: 458-9816 
LISTINGS 


liz 
uss CINEMA GUIDE 


Showtimes effective END OF DAYS 
FRI. DECEMBER |7-THU, DECEMBER 23, 1999. . 1) RC 


EATON CENTRE CINEMAS 


3 Phase Hi, St & 102 Ave. 421-7020) 


THE GREEN MILE 14h 
COARSE LANGUAGE, DISTURBING AND VIOLENT SCENES. DTS 
DIGITAL THX FRI-TUE 1:00 4:40 8:30 WED-THU 1230 4:10 8:00 


ANNA AND THE KING PG 
VIOLENT SCENES. DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES THX FRI-TUE 1240 
340 6:40 940 6:40 9:40 WED-THU 12:40 3:40 640 940 


STUART LITTLE PG 
DTS DIGITAL HO PASSES FRI-TUE 12:50 3:00 5:00 6:50 8:50 
WED-THU 1:00 3:00 5:00 7:00 9:10 


DEUCE BIGALOW: MALE GIGOLO 14h 
CRUDE LANGUAGE, SEXUXA TENT. DTS DIGITAL NO PASYES 
FRISUN, TUE 1:30 3:30 7:40 10:00 NON 1:30 3:30 10:00 WED 
THU 1:50 4:50 130 950 


END OF DAYS 18A 
VIOLENCE, AND DISTURBING CONTENT, MAT OFFEND. NO PASSES 
SDDS THX FRIGUN, TUE 2:20 4:10 7:10 9:50 MON 2:20 4:10 
WED-THU 1:20 4:00 6:30 10:00 


DOGMA K 
DIS DIGITAL FRI-TUE 1:00 3:50 6:30 9:10 


SLEEPY HOLLOW 18A 
GORY VIOLENCE AND HORROR. DTS DIGITAL FRI-TUE 1230 320 
7:30 10:05 WED-THU 1:30 4:30 7:10 10:05 


BEING JOHN MALKOVICH 
COARSE LANGUAGE. FRI-TUE 1:20 4:00 7:00 9:20 


TOY STORY G 
SDDS FRI-TUE 1:40 4:20 7:20 9:30 
WED-THU 1:40 440 7:20 9:20 


MAN ON THE MOON 
DISOIGITAL NO PASSES WED-THU 1:10 3:50 6:50 930 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 14a 
COARSE LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES WED: 
THU 12:50 4:20 8:10 


ESTMOUNT 4 
111 Ave Groat Road 452-7343 


ANYWHERE BUT HERE PG 
MATURE THEME FRE 7:15 SAT-TUE 1:00 7:15 


THE BONE COLLECTOR 
FRL MON-TUE 9:45 SAT-SUN 345 9:45 


ANNA AND THE KING PG 
VIOLENT SCENES DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES FRI 6:30 9:30 SAT: 
SUN 12:30 3:30 6:30 9:30 MON-THU 12:30 6:30 9:30 


END OF DAYS 18A 
WIOLENCE, AND DISTURBING CONTENT. MAY OFFEND. 
FRETUE 6:45 9:15 


STUART LITTLE PG 
“DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES WED-THU 12:45 6:45 9:00 
“FRE 7:00 9:00 “SAT-SUN 12:45 2:45 4:45 7:00 9:00 
“MON-TUE 1245 7:00 9:00 


POKEMON THE FIRST MOVIE PG 
SAT-SUN I: ALS MON-TUE 1:15 


ANYGIVEN SUNDAY 
COARSE LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT NO PASSES 
WED-THU 1:00 7:15 9:45 


MAN ON THE MOON 
DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES WED-THU 1:15 7:00 10:00 


CLAREVIEW TOWN CENTRE 


4211-137 Ave. 472-7600 


DEUCE BIGALOW: MALE GIGOLO 
CRUDE LANGUAGE, SEXUAL CONTENT. DTS DIGITAL - 
ON 2 SCREENS 

FRETUE 12:40 1:40 3:10 4:20 5:20 7:10 740 9.20 10:00 
WED-THU 12:40 1:40 3:10 4:20 5:20 7:20 740 9:30 10:00 


TOY STORY 2 G 
DIS DIGITAL ~ ON 2 SCREENS FRI-TUE 12:30 1:30 3:00 4:00 
5:30 6:40 8:00 9:10 WED-THU 1:30 4:00 6:40 9:10 


POKEMON THE FIRST MOVIE PG 
FRL-TUE 12:20 2:30 


END OF DAYS IBA 
VIOLENCE, ANO DISTURBING CONTENT, HAY OFFEND, OTS DIGITAL 
FRITUE 440 7:30 10:10 


STUART LITTLE PG 
DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES FRI-THU 12:50 250 4:50 6:50 8:50 


THE GREEN MILE 14a 
COARSE LANGUAGE, DISTURBING AND VIOLENT SCENES 

DIS DIGITAL - ON 2 SCREENS HO PASSES 

FRLTHU 12:00 1:00 3:50 5:00 7:50 9:00 


BICENTENNIAL MAN PG 
SOME COARSE LANGUAGE DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES. 
FRETUE 1:10 4:10 7:00 %:50 WED-THU 1:20 4:10 7:00 9:50 


ANNA AND THE KING 
YIOLENT SCENES DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES 
FRL-THU 12:10 3:20 6:30 940 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 14a 
COARSE LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT DIS DIGITAL NO PASSES 
WED-THU 1:10 4:40 8:30 


MAN ON THE MOON 14A 
DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES WEO-THU 12:30 3:30 7:10 945 


WEST MALL 8 


Wes Mall, Ph 





CONTENT, MAT OFFEND 


BEING JOHN MALKOVICH 
COARSE LANGUAGE. FRITUE 140 4:40 7:30 10:05 PH 


ANNA AND THE KING PG 
VIOLENT SCENES. DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES ON 2 SCREENS. 
FRI-THU (240 1:10 3:40 4:20 6:40 8:00 940 


STUART LITTLE PG 
DTS DIGITAL NO PASSES ON 2 SCREENS FRI-THY 1230 1:00 230 
300 4:30 5:00 6:30 7:00 #30 900 


SILVER WOLF G 
FRITHU 1:20 3:50 


THE BONE COLLECTOR 
FRI-THU 6:50 9:30 


MAN ON THE MOON 
DTS DIGITAL HO PASSES ON 2 SCREENS. 
WED-THU 1:30 1:40 4:10 4:40 7:10 7:30 9:50 10:10 


ITEMUD CROSSING 
106 STREET 434-3098 


ANNA AND THE KING PG 
VIOLENT SCENES SDDS NO PASSES ON 2 SCREENS. FRI 6:30 8:00 
930 MAT-THU 12:30 130 330 440 630 &:00 930 


STUART LITTLE PG 
OTS DIGITAL NO PASSES ON 2 SCREENS. FRI 640 740 840 F410 
SAPTHU 1215 1:10 2:15 3:10 4:15 S210 $40 7:10 B40 9:10 


THE BONE COLLECTOR 18A 
FRU-TUE 7:00 9:40 


END OF DAYS 
VIOLENCE, AND DISTURBING CONTENT, MAY OFFEND. 
OTS DIGITAL FRI 6:50 9:20 SAT-TUE 1:20 3:50 &:50 9:20 


BEING JOHN MALKOVICH 14a 
COARSE LANGUAGE DTS DIGITAL FRI 7:30 9:50 SAT-TUE 1:20 
350 730 9:50 WED-THU 12:50 3:20 7:30 9:50 


AMERICAN BEAUTY 18A 
DISTURBING CONTENT. DTS DIGITAL FRI-THU 7:20 10:00 


POKEMON THE FIRST MOVIE PG 
SATTUE 12:50 3:20 


SILVER WOLF G 
DTS DIGITAL SAT-THU 12:40 3:00 


MAN ON THE MOON 

NO PASSES. WED-THU 1:20 4:00 7:00 940 
LP R Mp 

Gervais Rd. & St. Albert Trail St. Albert 459-1212 


THE WORLD IS NOT ENOUGH 14A 
FR 7:00 9:30 WED-THU 12:40 340 6:30 9.20 
SAT-TUE 1:30 4:10 7:00 9:30 


POKEMON THE FIRST MOVIE 
FAL 7:10 9:10 SAF-THU 1:20 330 7:10 9:10 


THE MESSENGER: 

THE STORY OF JOAN OF ARC 
GORY VIOLENCE & COARSE LANGUAGE 

FRI 6:30 9:20 SAT-TUE 1240 3:40 630 9:20 


HOUSE ON HAUNTED HILL 
GORY VIOLENCE FRI 7:40 10:00 SAF-TUE 1:50 4:00 140 nen 
WED-THU 140 4:00 7:30 10:00 


RUNAWAY BRIDE 
FRU 7:30 9:55 SATTUE 1:40 4:20 7:30 955 
WEO-THU 1:30 4:10 7:00 9:30 


STUART LITTLE 
NO PASSES FRI 6:40 8:40 
SAT-THU 12:30 2:40 4:40 6:40 840 


MUSIC OF THE HEART 
FRE 6:35 SIS SALTUE 1255 3:25 6:35 95 


END OF DAYS 
YIOLENCE, AND DISTURBING CONTENT, HAY OFFEND. 
FRI 6:50 9:25 SAF-THU 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:25 


DOUBLE JEOPARDY 14a 
COARSE LAN FAL T:1S 9:50 SAF-TAU 1:10 3:20 25 9:50 


DEUCE BIGALOW: MALE GIGOLO 14a 
CRUDE LANGUAGE, SEXUAL CONTENT. NO PASSES 

FRE 7:20 9:40 

SAFTHU 1:00 3:10 7:20 9:40 


ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 
COARSE LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT NO. PASSES WED-THU toh 


CINEMA 6 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 
PHASE 1, ENTRANCE 44 444-/33) 
FIGHT CLUB 


DISTURBING. {OMTNT 630-930 SALTUE 1230 330 630°090 
WED-THU 12:30 3:30 630 920 


14a 
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14a 
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; Pushed to the margins of our socie- 


Art From the Unknown sol 


Visionary painter 
featured at 
farsighted art 
exhibition 

BY DANIELLE ZYP_ 


lhe third annual Art From the 
Tes exhibition opened 
Wednesday night. Organized 
by ND MLA Raj Pannu’s office—but 
more and more by the participating 
artists themselves with each passing 
year—the exhibition is a success 
story. 
The idea originated with Pannu’s 
office manager Flo Pastour as it 
came to her attention how 
many talented local 
artists were living 
in poverty. As her 
plans for an exhibi- 
tion of perhaps 10 artists 
took shape, Pastour heard story after 
story about creative people being 


ty. “They said it had been a lonely 
journey,” she says. “They never had 
the courage to apply to any gallery 
or other exhibits because they can't 
afford to make pictures of their 
work, they don’t have the clothes 
and most importantly, they don't 
have the energy, the self-esteem.” 

Ahmier, an artist who has bene- 
fited greatly from Art From the 
Unknown, interjects, “I feel born 
again as an artist.” 

Pastour continues: “It plants the 
seed of hope, empowerment and 
courage, and then it’s nurtured. 
There’s an enormous amount of 
love.” That love has now touched 


“more than 80 artists. And while 


each of them has their own special 
gifts, Almier’s story is an especially 
amazing one: 


Watching the Poles 


“As long as | can remember, I used 
to sketch and draw,” Almier begins. 
“It started with doodles on my 
schoolwork and gradually grew 
toward art. I was very sensitive to 
the beauty.” 


_ied music, film and 


visual arts 
preVUE 


Born and raised in Poland, Almi- 
er lived in a family that encouraged 
their children’s artistic impulses. 
“When I was 13,” he says, “my 
father bought me a film camera. I 
eprolledin cinema class to make 
amateur films. In high school I 
dreamed of being a director. | 
received national and international 
awards and | went to 
film school.” 

In the late ‘50s and 
early '60s, Almier stud- 


fine arts—one of his 
instructors was Roman 


Polanski. “I was searching for new 
expressions,” Almier says. “1 
received an award and met Norman 
McLaren. He was interested in 
meeting me because I was the only 
guy he knew who was using the 
same technique of scratching 
directly on the film to make images 
moving to music.” 


Some kind of synchronicity must 
have been at work. Almier was in 
Poland, independently producing 
work similar to that of McLaren, 
Canada’s godfather of experimental 
film. And soon, after a stint playing 
improvisational jazz, Almier emigrat- 
ed to Canada. “I moved to Canada to 
visit my cousin and after two weeks, 
she died,” he says. “I was left all 
alone in Toronto. I got help from the 
Polish community and I got a job, 
but I had culture shock. Then I met 
my present wife, and I was overpow- 
ered by feelings of love. She wanted 
to stay in Canada and I became a 
tradesman, She was very beautiful... 1 
played music and she sang.” 


Heart and soul 


In 1974, Almier’s experimental film 
Heart was shown on the CBC arts 





show Reality ‘74. There followed a 
long period without art. During 
that time, Almier began to have 
out-of-body experiences. He 
describes one in detail: “I was on 
the bed meditating and my nights 
had been sleepless. All of a sudden I 
felt it, something was happening, I 
was so light. I looked at my right 











hand and my left hand, and they 
were like feathers, so light. I was 
like a little boy, weighing maybe 20 
kilograms. Then I was moving 
toward the ceiling. | put out my 
hands to stop from hitting it.” 
Here, Almier lets out a scream. “I 
wanted to shout! | went through 
the roof and I was in the sky. There 
were two white containers on the 
roof and a cool wind on my face. It 
was like seeing a strange different 
world, another dimension. At some 
moments | was so scared and I 
wanted to come back to earth to 
something solid. Then I heard a 
hissing sound like moving fast 
through the air and I was back. I 
couldn’t move. I was so tired, and 
then my hands became heavy. | 
wanted to stand up and I fell down, 
so I rested. The next day I wanted- 
to see if there were containers on 
- : 



























the roof. I asked the landlord for a 
key because I wanted to see if 
there's a hole in the roof where | 
went through.” He laughs at the 
notion. “There was no hole,” he 
says, “but there were two white 
containers.” 

Visionary experiences like this 
one are rare, but they’re not entirely 
unknown among artists. 

They have.sometimes 
been frightening things 
to experience, but 
Almier’s visions have 
nevertheless inspired 
some of his most com- 
pelling abstract art. 
“Sometimes | think | 
am travelling to anoth- 
er planet,” he says. “It 
is so strange. | try to 
paint the shapes and 
forms, the darks and 
lights shifting position. 
It’s like going through 
energy in space.” 


Other voices, 
other fumes 


Although Almier has never stopped 
producing art—his oeuvre includes a 
statue of Rick Hansen to commemo- 
rate his “Man in Motion” tour’s 
stopover in Alberta—he has felt a 
rebirth since joining Art From the 
Unknown. “Slowly I’ve been coming 
back to colour since the first Art 
From the Unknown exhibition,” he 
says. “And I started painting in 
acrylic for the first time. It’s so much 
better when you're at home, because 
oil has fumes. Acrylic is a great 
medium, so versatile and flexible. 
I’ve had a storm of pictures with the 
abstract. I see everything brighter.~ 
Sometimes beauty is unexplained— 
you can’t explain the mystery.” © 


Arts Barns © Until Dec 19 ® Live 
Music: Sat, Dec 18, 11am-1pm * 
Website: www.artunknown.com 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
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Lotto fever 


If the Fringe Festival lineup were still in 
effect, the light snowfall that descend- 
ed over Old Strathcona on Sunday 
morning wouldn’t have deterred any- 
body from taking part. But now that 
Fringe organizers have decided to do 
away with the increasingly unwieldy 
and inhumane lineup process and 
choose all the entrants by means of a 
lottery, it would appear that Edmon- 
ton’s theatre community has gone soft. 
When the names of the plays for Fringe 
2000—“Cirque du Fringe,” they’re call- 
ing it—were drawn last Sunday, only a 
handful of companies braved the win- 
ter weather to see whether fortune had 
smiled upon them. 

In the local draw, 94 local compa- 
nies submitted entry forms; 45 were 
accepted, 45 others were placed onto 
the waiting list, while four were out of 
luck altogether. (Separate draws were 
held for national and international 
shows.) The most noteworthy phe- 
nomenon to emerge from the draw- 
ing—other than the fact that my new 
one-man show, Lingerie, is in the Festi- 
val for sure (yippee!)—is that. several 
perennial Fringe companies are, as yet, 
not guaranteed a Fringe berth. Generic 
Theatre (creators of the Dr. Grot plays 
and last Fringe’s X-Dimensia) are 26th 
on the waiting list; Teatro La Quindici- 
na‘s delightfully titled The Diligent 
Refrigerator placed 32nd and Shadow 
Theatre—home of David Belke— 
wound up four slots behind them with 
All Expenses Paid. 

However, this by no means should 
be taken as a sign that these compa- 
nies will be absent from next year’s 
Fringe. On the contrary: last year, the 
entire waiting list was exhausted as var- 
ious productions ahead of them 
dropped out or fell apart. Furthermore, 
Bring Your Own Venue shows may 
enter the Fringe at a later date without 
having to pass through the lottery 
process. It’s a good bet that next year’s 
Fringe will wind up looking pretty 
much like any other's. 

After all, there’s the usual assort- 
ment of amusing play titles to choose 
from: from Sex and Sensibility to Fax of 
Life, from My Brother Sang Like Roy 
Orbison to Cap’n Crunch Flashback, 
from The Switchblade Oratorio to Circus 
Reject Peepshow. (The Wombats— 
Randy Brososky and Paul Wallace—did 
a fine job as the lottery emcees, and 
the succession of titles gave them plen- 
ty to’crack wise about. And while I’m 
on the subject of the Wombats, let me 
make a correction to last week’s col- 
umn: their live talk show Wombat Stew 
will not resume this month, but on jan- 
uary 21.) 

For most of these shows, the title is 
still all | know about them—but there 
were a few that I’m a little more famil- 
jar with, and which you may want to 
keep an eye out for. For instance, The 
Amiable Boor is a charming adaptation 
of Chekhov's short play The Boor, and 
seeing as this show has unsuccessfully 
entered the Fringe lottery every year 
since 1996, they must be bursting to 
prove themselves by now. The Black 
Rider will be returning to the Fringe in 
2000, presumably in the version that 
recently was the toast of the New York 
Fringe Festival and won Ron Jenkins an 
award as Best Fringe Director. And 
Danny Loves a Girl, a veryu sweet 
romantic monologue by actors Chris 
Bullough and Jared Matsunaga-Turn- 
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bull, will be premiering at the Fringe as 
well. (Um, and can | plug Lingerie 
again?) 


What the Butler could've 
been subtler 


What the Butler Saw * Walterdale 
Playhouse * Until Dec 18 © reVUE | 
laughed pretty consistently all the way 
through the Walterdale’s production of 
Joe Orton's What the Butler Saw. There's 
no denying it: this is one funny play, 
and Orton’s epigrams still have a lot of 
zing in them, even if the play’s underly- 
ing situations have lost much of their 
ability to shock. (The passage of time 
has made it more and more difficult to 
tell it apart from the silly, fluffy farces it 
was intended to satirize.) And while it’s 
true that the pacing falters a couple of 
times when it should be hurtling for- 
ward, deeper and deeper into anarchy, 
director Amy DeFelice and her game- 
for-anything cast still provide an enter- 
taining, if not terribly subversive, 
evening. 

John Dolphin is the show's anchor; 
he brings an expert sense of comic tim- 
ing to the role of Dr. Prentice, a psychi- 
atrist whose efforts to hide his 
attempted seduction of a pretty young 
secretary from his wife unleash a chaot- 
ic chain of events within his private 
mental clinic. (It’s one of Orton's best 
jokes that Prentice would rather let his 
wife think he’s a transvestite than admit 
to an attempted affair.) 

It took me a while to warm up to 
David MacInnis, playing the wide-eyed 
young bellhop who has just tried to 
rape Prentice’s wife. His early scenes 
are a little poky, but once Dr. Prentice 
persuades him to do him a favour by 
putting on a dress and posing as his 
secretary, Macinnis’s performance 
loosens up and his drag scenes (which 
are usually the most painful comic 
gambit in the world) are surprisingly 


funny. 

Michelle Magnan is suitably naive 
and trusting as the secretary, who is 
seduced and committed within 10 
minutes of her job interview, and Andy 
Northrup is good as a “What's all this, 
then?” policeman. However, Bob 
Klakowich overplays his role as Dr 
Rance, an official government psychia 
trist who turns out to be the craziest 
character of the lot—Klakowich plays 
the part in such a way that he lets you 
know he knows Rance is crazy. As 
Orton—who never saw that hammer 
blow from his jealous lover coming— 
well knew, the true crazies keep their 
insanity much better hidden 


What the flock? 


The Second Shepherd’s Play 
McDougall United Church (10025- 
101 St) * Until Dec 20 * reVUE This 
small-scale production of the Wakefield 
Master’s medieval version of the story 
of the shepherds who appeared at 
Christ's Nativity has a lot in common 
with the Walterdale’s What the Butler 
Saw, It also features an extended drag 
routine, with Laurie Schwartz playing 
the conniving Mak, who steals one of 
the shepherds’ lambs, and Brent Jans 
delivering an unusually dignified per- 
formance as Mak’s ghastly wife Gill, 
who wraps it in a blanket and hides it 
in a cradle when the suspicious shep- 
herds come looking for it. As with But- 
ler, the physical comedy gets a little too 
broad at times and a couple of the sup- 
porting cast members (in particular 
Elizabeth Johannson as the shepherd 
Daw) are not all they could be. Howev- 
er, just like Butler, the spirit of the origi- 
nal play comes through clearly enough 
for the show to work. 

Director Heather Inglis keeps the 
production low-key—the only special 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


An Excellent 
Christmas Gift! 


February 3 


- 20, 2000 


Theatre Network’s Roxy Theatre 


Tickets and Gift Certificates on sale now 
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ART FROM THE UNKNOWN Arts Bar 
414-0702. This exhibit is intended to provide 
low income and unknown artists with ar 


»pportunity to showcase and sell their art dur 
ig the Christmas season. It also provide 
artists with a community in which to give and 





receive 


support. Until Dec. 19 


THE BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403 
482-1204. Christmas show featuring 
George Littlechild, Dale Auger, David 
Morriseau, Roy Thomas and Maxine Noel 
THU, Dec. 16 open until 8 pm for a special 
evening of Christmas cheer. 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 
20, 8527-91 St., 461-3427. Group show, fea 
turing selections among the 120 different 
artists represented at this gallery. Opening 
reception Dec. 17, 7-8:30 pm, some artists in 
attendance, Dec. 17-Feb. 9. 


FAB GALLERY 1-1 fine Arts Building, U of A 
112 St., 89 Ave., 492-3081. THE DRAWN 
IMAGE: FACSIMILE DRAWINGS FROM THE 
ALBERTINA COLLECTION OF GRAPHIC ART VIEN- 
NA: 73 facsimili drawings (prints of drawings), 
which cover some of the most significant 
names in the history of Western Art including 
Durer, Rafael, Michelangelo, Rubens 
Rembrandt 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353 
FRESH: Curated members exhibition for 1999 
A series of new and emerging visual-based 
artists from Edmonton. Until Dec. 17. «THE 
ART AUCTION WITH ATTITUDE... THE FINE ART 
OF SCHMOOZY: Hairstyles by YES. Fashion 
show by Zoryana and B-Code Shoes. Music by 
Miss Dianne King and her band (funky), and 
Dj Dragan. Silent art auction. SAT, Dec. 18, 8 
pm. TIX: $5 adv @ YES, B-Code, Zoryana and 
Latitude 53 @ d 


124 St 
works by 
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At galleries 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
10106- 124 St., 488-6611, 488-5900. A HOLI 
DAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT; Original works in 
Glass, ceramic, metal, textiles and wood. Until 
Dec, 24. DISCOVERY GALLERY: SEVEN YEARS 
OF DOLLMAKING: KINGS COURT CREATIONS 
Character dolls by Tracy Trembly. Until Dec 
24 

ART BEAT GALLERY & FRAME #8 Mission 
Ave., St. Albert, 459-3679. Daily: 10am-6 pm, 
Thu; 10 am-9 pm, Sat: 10 am-5 pm, Sun & 
hol.: 12-4 pm. Featuring works by Simone 
Plopul-oil paintings, abstracts and cityscapes 
with a European flavour, Also showing works 
by Mel Heath, Fran Heath, Andrew Razewski, 
Deanna Winter, Min Ma, David Keillor, john H 
Burrow, joan Healey, Pat Wagensveld, Jim 
Brager, Glenday Beaver, Sophia Podryhula 
Shaw, Edwin Tuts, Britta Seward, Laura 
Watmough, Eltje Degenhart, Doris Charest and 
}. Thomas Hinton, Sculpture and pottery by 
Elke Blodgett, jason Todd, John Beaver, Eduino 
Sousa, David Belke and Ted Trusz. 


BUGERA/KMET GALLERIES 12310 jasper 
Ave., 482-2854. CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS: New 
work selected for the Chirstmas season. Until 
Dec. 24 


CAFE MOSAICS 10844-82 Ave., 423-9152 
New paintings by Jeff Sylvester. Until Jan. 5 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 1332-124 St, 
488-4445. MILLENNIUM GROUP EXHIBITION. 
New work by gallery artists. The last show of 
the Millennium. Until Dec. 31 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. *TOM THOMPSON 
AND THE ORIGINAL SEVEN: Until May 28, 
2000. *DO NOT DISTURB: THE IMAGE OF ANXI- 
ETY: Until Jan. 9, 2000. *LAWREN HARRIS/A.¥. 
JACKSON: JASPER & ROBSON, 1924. Until jan. 
23, 2000. *MAKING HISTORY: THE EAG CELE- 
BRATES 75 YEARS: Until Mar, 12, 2000.*THE 
FUTURE AIN'T WHAT IT USED TO BE: VICTORIA 
SCHOOL EXHIBITION PROJECT; Until Jan. 23, 
2000. *OUT OF THE VAULTS; RECENT ACQUISI- 
TIONS; Until Jan. 23, 2000. *THE KITCHEN: 
#5; CW. CARSON: JAM; Until Jan. 23, 2000. 
*ART ISSUES READING GROUP: Every second 
Thu evening. *ART RENTAL AND SALES 
GALLERY 429-1232. CHRISTMAS SMALL ART 
SALE: Give the gift of art, Until Jan. 8. 


EDMONTON GENERAL CONTINUING CARE 
CENTRE 11111 jasper Ave., 930-5611, Ext. 
6475. R Wing Corridor. MEADOWLARK 
PAINTERS: Works by Lauraine McElhenney, 
Millie Dofka, Elaine Funnell, Louise Rau, Esther 
Lynn, Ruth Harris, Dorothy Mitchell, Margaret 
Baldwin. Until Jan. 18. 


FARAWAY TRADING CO. 12403 Stony Plain 
Rd., 448-9252. Authentic artifacts from Irian 

Jaya & Kalimantan, include: Asmat war shields, 
spears, figurines, Maro bark paintings. Balinese 


Nyoman Setiawan & Made Hartawan. Metal 
sculpture by Red Deer artist Nancy Ror. 
Decorated ostrich eggs by BC artist Diane 
Roux. New products from the Amazon, Brazil. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY BSMT., 10516 Whyte 
Ave., 432-0240. FIGURES IN A CONVOLUTED 
LANDSCAPE: Fired clay and digitally enhanced 
photography by Neil Fiertel. Until Dec. 31. 
GALLERY 124 10240-124 St., 488-4575. 
Tue-Sat 10am-5 pm, Sun 11am-3pm. LOOK- 
ING BACK; Sculpture, ceramics, raku by the St. 
Albert Potters Guild with photography by Jim 
Ainsley, Until Dec, 24. 
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GALLERY DE JONGE 27022A Hwy 16, 
Spruce Grove, 962-9505. ¢ 
yallery artists 


GIORDANO GALLERY 208 Empire Bldg 
10080 jasper Ave., 429-5066. Wed. & Sat 
12:30-4:30 pm or by appointment. Featuring 
naller works by artists: Mark Mullin, Phill 


Mann, Tony ¢ and others. Until Dec 
22 


roup exhibition,” 
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GREENWOODS BOOKSHOPPE DAILY HABIT 
Works by Gerald St. Maur. Dec, 1-Jan. 15. 


GREY NUNS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 34 

A & 66 St., 100 Youville Dr, 930-5611, Ext 
O Level Corridor: ON THE TRAIL OF 
PIONEERS: Water colours by Iran 
Until Jan. 13 & 
GRIFFIN & POULIN GALLERIES 5123-51 
Ave., Drayton Valley, AB., 542-9201 
Landscape paintings by Gene Prokop: realism, 
impressionism, abstract 


HARCOURT exes GALLERY 3rd Floor, 
10215-112 St., 426-4180. OUT WITH A BAN¢ 
The 11th Annual members’ exhibition. Until 
Dec. 18 


IML GALLERY 1¢ Whyte Ave., 433-6834 
New water colours from Pauline Pike. Until jan 
3, 2000 

LA BOHEME RESTAURANT 6427-112 Ave 
CHRISTMAS ART SHOW: Featuring the works of 
lan Sheldon-Alberta wilderness and historic 
buildings. Until Dec, 31 


THE LOOK 2824 Calgary Trail, 436-1400 
XMAS DELIGHTS: Society of Western Canadian 
Artists: works by local artists. Until Dec. 30. 


‘) 
MAZZUCA ff 82007-104 St., 414-0432 
Gallery artists: Paul Cochrane, Ruby Golding, 
Neil McClelland, Helena Ball, K.C. van Tasse 


MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL 16940-87 Ave 
930-5611, Ext. 6475. Northwest Corridor: 
COLLECTED CREATURES: Selectyions from the 
collection of the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts. Until Jan. 12, Dayward Corridor: Works 
by Ron Brewer. Until Jan, 10. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 840. 
112 St., 407-7152. Mon-Fri 10 am-8 pm, Sat- 
Sun 1-8 pm. LOST & FOUND: The immigrant 
Artist’ Project. Formally trained artists from 
India, Peru, Vietnam, former Yugoslavia, Iran, 
Cambodia, Afghanistan and China. Presented 
by the Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers. Until jan. 30, 2000. 


PROFILES GALLERY 110 Grandin Park Plaza 
22 Sit Winston Churchill Ave., St. Albert, 
460-4310. PRESENCE: St. Albert small art exhi- 
bition. Until Dec. 22 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD. Coopers ®t 
Lybrand Tower, Mezz. Level, 10130-103 St., 
426-4055. New works in oil by Rob von 
Eschen, Audrey Pfannmulier and George 
Schwindt, works in acrylic by Steve Mitts, 
David Seghers, Elaine Tweedy, John Freeman. 
Water colours by Sigrid Behrens, Eva Bartel, 
Barb Brooks, Glenda Beaver, Cindy Barratt 
Artworks in glass, soapstone & antler. «Oxford 
Tower, 10235-1017 St. Acrylics by Audrey 
Pfannmuller. *Westin Hotel, The Pradera, 
10135-100 St. Pastels by Audrey Pfannmuller. 
*The Hotel McDonald, The Harvest Room: 
Acrylics by Steve Mitts. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St., 488-3619. 
Featuring animal and figurative stone sculp- 
tures by BC artist, Cathryn Jenkins and acrylic 
paintings depicting childhood moments in 
vivid and imaginative colours by Ottawa artist, 
Katerina Mertikas. Also featuring new works by 
Barbara Akins, Noni Boyle, Paul Constable, 
Nancy Day, Jennifer Garant and Richard &Q 
Carol Selfridge. Until Dec. 21 


SNAP 10137-104 St., 423-1492. WHAT GOES 
THERE: Recent etchings by Rachel Brett. 
Stylized line drawings investigate issues of gen- 
der and feminine identity. Until Dec, 17. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY 8770-170 St., WEM, 
444-1024, Featuring works by Yardley Jones, 
Joan Healey & Gregg Johnson. Acrylics by jim 
Vest. Pottery by Blackmore Studios & Noburo 
Kubo. 


SPECIAL-T-GALLERY 284 Saddleback Rd., 
437-1192. Mon-Sat 10 am-5;:30 pm. Sculptors 
Association of Alberta featuring Audrey 
Pfannmuller, Cindy Barratt, jean Elizabeth Tait, 
Jim Vest and more. Until jan. 12, 2000. 


STONY PLAIN MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE 
CENTRE GENERATIONS GALLERY Stev®. 1 
Mitts-acrylic gel paints, Stephen Wiseher- 

mixed media, lan Abbott-mixed media installa- 
tion. Until Jan, 3, 2000, «GALLERY DINING 
ROOM: Marlene Cox-Bishop: Works on Silk. 
Until Dec. 23. 


STRATHCONA PLACE ART GALLERY 
10831 University Ave., 433-5807. Water 
colours by Betty Jenkins, jean Cuthbertson, 
Louise Jenkins, Until jan.27. 


; 

THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park f 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., St. Albert, 
} 
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460-5990. SMALL WORKS: Pat Wai 
Helen Smith, Alandra Aller 

Forbes Carol Yake, Mona Apps, Susanne 
Loutas. Until Jan. 3. 


STUDIO #2 10435-81 Ave., 437-5846. Works 
by Dale Nigel Goble, by appointment only. 
www.telusplanet.net/public/dng23/dng.htm. 
THE SUGARBOWL 10724-124 St., THE FIRST 


iby Corey, 


OLD SOLDIERS: Photography show 
Hamilton. Thru Dec. 
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Why aren't there more female ventriloquists in the world? Is spending 
hours alone in your room, learning a ridiculously specialized, thoroughly 
impractical and borderline-creepy skill the kind of thing only young boys 
like to do? Perhaps, perhaps not. In Kenneth Brown's four-woman, com- 
media dell’arte production of Shakespeare's As You Like It (playing the 
Catalyst Theatre until December 19), Stephanie Devine’s Celia lugs 
around a ventriloquist’s dummy through which she gets to speak Touch- 
stone's best lines. What's next, you may wonder? Willie Tyler and Lester 
headlining Othello? Wayland Flowers and Madame as Troilus and Cressi- 
da? A Lear who never moves his lips? The mind reels. 
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Continued from previous page 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback Rd., 
988-2266. Mon-Sat 10am-6 pm. Original 
works by: Vivian Dere Helene Griffith, David 
Kieller, Paul Lalande, Valerire Loehde, Deborah 
Maron, Gloria Merkler, Sabrina Olah, and 
more. 


THE UPSTAIRS GALLERY Great Bear 
Framing, 2nd Fi., 11631-105 Ave., 452-8906 
BETTY: The first ever solo exhibition and sale of 
original Betty comic strips by Gary Delainey 
and Gerry Rasmussen. Also some of the origi- 
nal Bub Slug cartoons. Until Dec. 24 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 St., 
752-0286. Preview: www.vanderleelie.ab.ca 
Mon-Sat 10 am-5:30 pm. MILLENNIUM SHOW: 
New work for a new era. Until jan. 7 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE 10322-83 Ave., 
lobby. Featuring artist Jim Vest: Edmonton 
street scenes, acrylic on paper, board.and can- 
vas. Until Dec. 18, 7-8 pm. 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave., 488-4892. 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EXHIBITION: Christmas 
exhibition with new work by gallery artists. 
Until Dec. 31 


ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPI- 
TY FRAMING 9860-90 Ave., 433-0388. Thu 
10-8. Closed Sun. THE FOREST FOR THE TREES 
Works by Jim Visser. Also wrought iron by 
Roseanne Janzen and Shawn Cunningham 
Other crafts in silver, wood, glass and clay. 
Until Dec. 30. 


ART GALLERY & PORTFOLIOS ON-LINE 
KRISTEN ZUK plaza.v-wave.com/gilan/ 


< aivt/kirsten.htm Sculptures by artist Kirsten Zuk. 


SANDEE A & THE VISIONS GROUP OF 
ARTISTS members.home.net/sandeea/ 
index.htm Formerly members of Eagle One 
Gallery in Edmonton 


SURREAL & FANTASY OIL PAINTINGS 
ON-LINE COSMIC HORIZONS www.geoci- 
ties.com/SoHo/Gallery/6298 


Dance 


DANCE ALBERTA Heritage Mall Nutcracker 
Suite Theatre, 425-2152. FRI 17 (1:30 & 7 
pm): SAT 18 (2 & 7 pm): SUN 19 (1:30 & 
3:30 pm): Nutcracker Suite. $5/person (per- 


feqprmances 1 hr). 
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AS YOU LIKE IT The Catalyst Theatre, 8529- 
103 St., 436-1231, 427-1757. Commeida d’ell 
arte version of Shakespeare's classic reflection 
in love. Masks designed by Frank C. Turner 
id John Madill. Dec. 18, 8 pm, 2 pm Mat: 
SUN, Dec. 18. TIX: $13 adult, $11 senior/stu- 
dent. 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 449-0695. Rapid Fire Theatre. A new 
improvised comedy show-bigger, faster and 
better. Every SUN @ 8 pm until July 23, 20000. 
TIX: $8, $7 students. 


CHRISTMAS CAROL MacLab Theatre, The 
Citadel, 9828-101A Ave, 433-9675. 

‘www. brassmonkeyproduction.com. Presented 
by TheatrePublic. A seasonal blend of contem- 
porary music and classic literature. SAT, Dec. 
Pi 8 pm, SUN, Dec. 19, 2 pm. 


THE DEAD ENGLISH COLLECTION Theatre 
Network, 10708-124 ST., 459-3960. Presented 
by Dead English Theatre. By Paul Dunn, 





Rosemary Rowe, Ross Smith, and Moonrats 
Dance Theatre. One Night Only! Dec. 26, 8 
pm 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave., 
433-3399. The Live Improvised Soap Opera 
Every MON night @ 8 pm, until May 29, 
20000. TIX: $8 or $5 with your Varscona T- 
shirt 


INTO THE WOODS The Citadel Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave, 425-1820. Fantastical family 
musical. Book by James Lapine, music & lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim. A childless couple set 
off into the woods to remove the spell of a 
wicked witch. Until Jan. 2. 


MELODRAMIX Festival Place, Sherwood 
Park, 449-FEST (3378). Firelight Theatre every 
SUN (7:30 pm), comedy and an improvised 
soap opera. 


OH SUZANNA Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave., 433-3399. Produced by Stewart 
Lemoine, Suzanna Petchuli and TeleLatinoj. 
Plays one SAT of month, ph for specific dates, 
until July 2000. 


THE RED KING'S DREAM Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave., 433-3399, mailbox 3. 
Presented by Shadow Theatre. B David Belke 
Steven Tudor’s quiet and solitary life is thrown 
into turboil when he finds himself in love with 
his new neighbour, A comedy about love and 
logic. Until Dec. 19. TIX: $12 Tue-Thu, 8 pm, 
& Sun Mat, 2 pm; $14 Fri/Sat pm; pay what 
you can Sat Mat, 2 pm. $10 student /seniors 
/equity members. 


THE SECOND SHEPHERD'S PLAY McDougall 
United Church, 10025-101 St., 420-1757. 
Presented by Theatre Prospero and Splintered 
Quest Thatre Group. Adapted from the 
Wakefield Shepherd's play of the medieval 
mystery cycle. A Monty-Pythonesque romp 
through a world of sleep-deprived shepherds, 
stolen sheep disguised as babies, and an 
angel/janitor who guides everything on to a 
peaceful, triumphant resolution. Until Dec. 19. 
TIX: $8, $6 seniors/students/low income. 


SPACE WARS EPISODE VII Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, O’Aces Entertainment Hotel, 
13103 Fort Rd., 478-2971. Written and direct- 
ed by Kamilla Reid. Join &2K2, Ham Solo, Luke 
Speedwalker and the gang in this hilarious 
musical comedy that’s out of this world. Until 
Jan. 23, 2000. 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Ave., 448-0695. Rapid Fire Theatre 
Edmonton's longest running comedy show. 
Every FRI @ 11 pm until July 28, 2000. TIX: $8, 
$7 for students. 


T-REX & THE VALLEY OF THE LOST SOUL 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, WEM Phase III, 
484-2424. Sometime in the 50's, in a haunted 
prairie valley, Dr. Digby has unearthed a T. 
Rex. But something else has been unleashed at 
the same time. What is it? A ghost? A 
mummy? Or an elaborate hoax created by 
those who would like to cash in on the Doc’s 
discovery? Until Jan. 30, 2000. 


WHAT THE BUTLER SAW Walaterdale 
Playhouse, 10322-83 Ave., 439-2845, 451- 
8000, By Joeo Orton. The content of this play 
may be offensive to some, others will be 
amused. In Dr. Prentice’s psychiatric clinic, 
alcoholism, drug abuse and nymphomania are 
rampant, and that’s just among the doctors. 
Dr. Prentice’s seduction of his new secretary is 
interrupted and his attempts to hide his indis- 
cretion lead to a series of misunderstandings. 
Dec. 18, 8 pm. TIX: $10-$12 adults, $8-$10 
students. 


Y¥2K APOCALYPSE: A CHRISTMAS LOVE 
STORY-THE MUSICAL 3rd Fl., Edmonton 
Centre. By Wes Borg of Three Dead Trolls in a 
Baggy. Presented by Jagged Edge Theatre. A 
festive holiday romp through the end of the 
military-industrial complex. 12:10-1 pm WED- 
FRI, 8 pm FRI-SAT, until Dec. 18. TIX: $8. 






Up to $10 per* 
$$ $10-20 per 
$20-30 per 

30 per & up 

* Price per person, before tox & tip 


ALTERNATIVE 


Badass Jack's (7 locations 
inEdmonton and area. Call 468-3452 
| for location nearest you, or visut 
| www.badassjacks.com) Edmonton’s 
first and original Californian wraps. $ 


Ber-zerk (8128-103 St., 431-9864) 
Bigger scoops + low prices = A Big 
Hit! $ 

Le Brasserie (10332 Whyte Ave., 
434-6597) The freshest burgers, tan- 
talizing chicken burgers and home- 
made pizza, pitchers of beer, and 
Italian pastries. $ 


Cafe Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 
433-9702) A wide variety of home- 
made, healthy meals, featuring many 
selections for vegetarians. $ 


Hemp Café (10332 - 81 Ave., 988- 
2098) Sandwiches, salads, baked 
goods and a variety of fresh hemp 
items. Support the new attitude—try 
our Hemp coffee. $ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432- 
0968) 50's diner with an abundance 
of memorabilia, a jukebox playing 
50’s music and a great variety of 
food. $-$$ 


BAKERIES 


Mr. Samosa (14981-Stony Plain Rd., 
, 489-2175) A creative East Indian 
snack shop known for their samosas. 


Skopek’s Bake Shop (10115-104 St., 
425-9706) High on taste, iis on life. 
Come ganache your teeth. Open 8 
am-5 pm Mon.-Fri. 

Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 


5924) Artisan bread shop making 
Pain au levain (true French sour- 










BISTROS 


Bistro Praha (10168-100 A St., 424- 
4218) The first European Cafe since 
1977 and still the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-0173) 
Be scene! Before the theatre, after the 
game or for an evening of entertain- 
ment in itself $$$ 


Cafe Select (10016-106 St., 423- 
0419) Offering lunch, dinner and late 
night dining in a relaxed atmosphere 
for over 14 years. 


Cafe De Ville (10137-124 St., 488- 
9188) Located in Old Glenora, offer- 
ing a diverse and eclectic menu in a 
warm and inviting atmosphere. $$ 


Carole’s Cafe & Catering (10145- 
104 St., 425-1824) Creative, comfort- 
able, accommodating. Offering a 
diverse menu of fresh food, and a 
warm and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 
439-8609). Great food, cozy atmos- 
phere in the old post 5 building. “It’s 
all in the name”. 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes 
from kiwi mussels to blackened cat 
fish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426- 
4767) Casual dining in an upscale 
environment, featuring a unique 
international tapas menu. $$ 


Manor Cafe (10109-125 St., 482- 
7577) Remarkable location, flavour 
and service, Great prices on dishes 
from around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 
431-0179) The first European bistro 
since 1996 and still the only one. 
Radegast on tap. $$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Best cheesecake in 
town. A quiet and romantic atmos- 
phere; candlelight at night to warm 
your heart. $-$$ 
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Sweetwater Cafe (12427-102 Ave., 
488-1959) In the heart of Old 
Glenora, delicious, health conscious 
dishes made fresh. $$ 


Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482- 
4677) Extensive menu selection. 14 
different types of beer brewed on site. 
brewery tours available. $$ 


Taps Brewpub & Eatery (3921 

Cal gary Trail S., 944-0523) Our exclu- 
sive Microbrewed Ales and lagers are 
produced in our site brewery (Brew- 
tours with your glass). 


CAFES 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
crea 211, 10130-103 St., 944- 
9693) Designer sandwiches, latte, 
cappuccino, great coffee, & fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Cafe on Whyte 

(10460-82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for 
breakfast, lunch, or for a latte or cap- 
puccino after a night out. Check out 
our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Breadstick Cafe (10159-Whyte Ave., 
448-5998) Open 24 hours. Licensed. 
Catering. $ 


Cafe La Gare (8104-103 St., 433- 
5138; 10308A-81 Ave., 439-2969) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning medley of culinary delights 
including vegetarian fare, hearty sal- 
ads, grilled sandwiches, and fresh 
baked goods. $ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Featuring fine french cuisine— 
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effect is a long piece of plastic attached 
to an electric fan, which Mark Hender- 
son's Angel blows in the shepherds’ 
faces from time to time to suggest the 
cold winter wind. Inglis’s approach is 
fitting for this down-to-earth play, in 
which knockabout farce sits right 
alongside re-enactments of famous 
moments from the Bible. There’s noth- 
ing sentimental about this play; the 
characters may eventually experience a 
miracle, but the Wakefield Master's 
intricately rhymed script never forgets 
about how cold the wind is on the 
fields or how empty the shepherds’ 
bellies are. 

It’s too bad that Keath Thome and 
Shomee Chakrabartty’s words often get 
lost in the echoes of McDougall 
Church—young children may find it 
difficult to follow the sense of many of 
the speeches. (it’s also too bad the cast 
doesn't have better voices; the play 
requires them to sing at three different 
moments.) But they'll probably under- 
stand the broad strokes of the plot— 
and they'll definitely fall in love Spike, 
the remarkably well-behaved dog who, 
wearing a wool vest with “SHEEP” 
spelled out on it in big, black letters, 
plays the pride of the shepherds’ flock. 


On, vixen! 


An Oh Susanna! Christmas * Varscona 
Theatre ¢ Sat, Dec 18, 11pm * pre- 


_ VUE Oh Susanna! may be putting on a 


special show for the holidays, but 
unlike The Second Shepherd's Play, this 


“installment of the faux-European vari- 


ety show promises to be entirely live- 
stock-free. 

What it does have in abundance is 
guest stars: the MacDonald Hotel’s 
Amanda Dean demonstrating how to 
cook a boneless turkey; Boom-Boom 
Betty Bradley performing holiday 
makeovers; Sheri Somerville and Cath- 
leen Rootsaert singing some sexy Yule- 
tide tunes (bet on Eartha Kitt’s “Santa 
Baby” turning up somewhere in the 
medley); and David Belke delivering a 
créche course in the bizarre holiday tra- 
ditions of Sweden. 

Driving the sleigh, as always, will 
be Mark Meer as Susanna Patchouli, 
and jingling the bells will be the 
Varscona Jug Band, led by Andrea 
House as Mr. Patchouli himself, Cody 
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quiches, tortes and crepes a la 
mamandine. Live music Fri & Sat $ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., 
Palisades Square, 457-0709) Friendly 
staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace, 
loveseat groupings. Light breakfast, 
lunch or night-time snack. $ 


The Commissary (11750-Jasper Ave., 
488-9019) A large selection of fresh 
sandwiches, salads, soups, casseroles 
and desserts, to stay or to go. $ 


Jazzberrys Too Cafe (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home style cooking 
in a relaxed environment. Smokers 
always welcome. $ 


Juliano’s Restaurant & Cappuccino 
Bar (11121-Fast lunches served 
Trattoria style with a more relaxed 
dinner atmosphere. A great place to 
meet friends! $$ 


Katmandu Coffee Cafe (201, 10 
McKenney Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) 
A European coffee bar atmosphere in 
St. Albert. 


La Piazza (104588-82 Ave., 433-3512) 
ppecaly & European coffee, breakfast 
buns & bagels, home-made soups, 
sandwiches, bagel melts, lasagna. 


Makapakafe (13042-50 St., 413- 
4165) No place like it in N.E. 
Edmonton. A huge variety of special 
coffee, nachos, sandwiches, wraps. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930- 
4060) Fast, fun and for the family. 
Featuring daily breakfast, lunch & din- 
ner buffet and a delightful A La Carte 
menu. $-$$ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar 
(8211-111 St., 433-4390) Great eats 
& drinks in a comfortable atmos- 
phere. Daily liquor and food specials. 
Catering. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488- 
1508) The original tea café. Huge 
selection of premium loose tea. Sit, 
sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awe- 
some desserts and light lunches. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave., 433- 
8389) The esoteric & eclectic cafe Full 
espresso bar, fresh baking daily. Daily 
hot specials. Live entertainment. 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 
201, 10150 Jasper Ave.) Muffins and 
astries freshly made at our on-site 


akery. $ 
CAJUN 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 460-8772) Worth the drive to 
sample some of the best Jambalaya 
and Gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. $$ 


Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of sa 
from the Bayou & great atmosphere. $$ 


CANADIAN 
Barb & Ernie's (9906-72 Ave., 433- 


3242) One of the best mom & pop 
operations in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 
432-0335) Rack ‘em up and chow 
down, with heaps of burgers & mugs 
of ale. $ 


Bones (10220-103 St., 421-4747) 
Known as the place for ribs-on the 
Boardwalk. $$ 


David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167 ) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on 
the south of the town. $$ 


Devlin‘s (10507 - 82 Ave., 437-7489) 
Now serving lunch specials. All soup 
and sandwich somites for eal Also 
1/2 price Happy Hour on drinks 

food daily. $ 


Franklin’s Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467- 
1234) All day breakfast and a great 
selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill ( 
10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home- 
made burgers with daily lunch spe- 
cials at student-friendly prices. $ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709 ) 20 years old but under new 
management. Also lounge and games 
room. $-$$. 
High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 
433-0993 ) Wholesome and health 
conscious-Known for their tasty hum- 
mous and veggie burgers. $$ 
Insomnia Pub (5552-Calgary Trail 
South, 414-1743 ) Cool place for the 
_new, cool generation. Great food, 
great atmosphere, awesome prices. $ 


Keegan's (8709-109 St., 439-8934)” 


At any hour, the last word in Huevos 
Rancheros. Keegan’s bar & restaurant 
is open 24 hours. $ 


Larry's Cafe ( 6, 10015-82 Ave., 414- 
6040 ) Best breakfasts and lunches on 
the south side. Cheep prices! $ 


Louie’s Submarine (8109-104 St; 
431-0897) In-store fresh baked bread. 
Soups and salads. Catering business & 
social lunches or dinners. q 


Meyheld Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930- 
4062) Casual dining in an elegant 
atmosphere, extensive menu for 
lunch and dinner, best Sunday 
brunch, $$ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 
Ave., 452-9429) Hhome-made meals. 
Specializing in traditional English high 
tea and gourmet evening meals. $$ 
Phatz Restaurant (10331-82 Ave., 
413-0930) An eclectic assortment of 
pepetzess: entrees and pastas, and 
delectable desserts. 


The Raven (10338-81 Ave., 431-1193 
) Eclectic selection of “wood fired 
food” with Old Strathcona’s best 
steaks and oven roasted chicken. $ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-1011 St., 
432-3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensi- 
ble home cooking without the frills. $ 


The Sidetrack Cafe (10333-112 St., 
453-1326 ) Whether you like succu- 
lent steak, decadent 299s Benedict in 
the morning or late night chicken 
wings, The Sidetrack Cafe’s kitchen 
will do it for you. $-$$ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin's 

(10505-82 Ave., 439-8594) We invite 
you in for daily and monthly specials, 
as well as Happy Hour from 4-8 pm. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 
221, Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922- 
6963.) Country fresh foods for lunch, 
dinners or breakfast. antiques, local 
arts and crafts anad unique gifts to 
browse around. Breakfast & lunch $; 
dinner $-$$ 


Turtle Creek Cafe (8404-109 St., 
433-4202) Continental-style bistro 
with good variety of dishes and pizza, 
stir-fries, pasta and more. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 
Ave., 432-0480) Over 17 years of 
operating a fine dining establishment 
in a newly renovated building. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439- 
3388) For lunch, dinner or late night 
fare, experience wholesome home- 
made burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 
488-0955) Serves homemade gour- 
met dishes prepared by red seal chefs 
on site. Specializing in prime rib, 
seafood, pasta and stir fries. 

Von's Steak and Fish House (10309- 
81 Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its 
best and great seafood, too. $$$ 


Zac's Place Cafe and Pub (Fort. 
9855-76 Ave., 439-1901) Featuring 
their famous ultimate burger and all- 
day breakfasts. $ 


CHINESE 
Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 
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424-6197) “A Mongolian food experi 
ence”. § 

Man's Cafe (12520-118 Ave., 452- 
3672) A super stop for a variety of 
tasty treats. Make sure to try the 
Oriental Stir-fry. $$ 


EAST INDIAN 


Jewel of Kashmir (7219-104 St., 438 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of 
this world. Designed to capture the 
excitement & glamour of India 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton’s most elegant dining 
rooms, $$ 


Mr. Samosa (9630-142 St., 451- 
5687) :et your taste buds jump with 
joy with a whole new experience in 
the authentic East Indian cuisine. $ 


New Asian Village (10143 
Saskatchewan Dr., 433-3804) 
Cooking at its best from the subconti- 
nent with a great panoramic river val- 
ley view. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., 
Canada Place (Food Court), 425-0193 
or 475-0496) Veg & non-veg curries 
with choice herbs, the secret to the 
intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. $ 


EUROPEAN 


Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 
433-7432) Enjoy excellent European 
cuisine in an elegant yet comfortable 
atmosphere. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 
10053 Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique 
historical building; upscale regiona 
cuisine with a European influence. $$$ 


FRENCH CUISINE 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Fine french cuisine. 
Entertainment night: Fri & Sat. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420- 
6656) Award-winning Edmonton 
institution without haute price. $ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave., 
437-4239) Come and try our tradi- 
tional French cuisine at an affordable 
price in a unique setting. Patio now 


open! $$ 
GREEK 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., 
next to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The 
most authentic Greek food in 
Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 
Ave., 2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative 
Greek cuisine in a beautiful open set- 
ting overlooking Whyte Ave. $-$5 
Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek Islands in Edmonton. $$ 
Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444- 
82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek 
food, belly dancing, and the friendly 
staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere $$ 


IRISH PUB 
O'Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte 
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Ave. 414-6766) We serve a variety of 
pub food, all hand-made with care 
and pride. From our homemade fish 
‘n’ chips to our near famous Irish 
breakfast. Our menu changes daily, so 
please come in & indulge in the e 
rience. $-$$ 


ITALIAN 


Bruno's Italian Restaurant (9914-89 
Ave., 433-8161) Quiet, family-style 
dining and one of Edmonton’s best 
kept secrets. $$ 

Chianti (10501-82 Ave., 439-8729) 
Boticelli paintings serve as a nice 
backdrop in establishment offering 
the best pasta selections in town. $$ 


Fiore Cantina Italiana (8715-109 St., 
439-8466) Good, affordable, restau- 
rant off campus. $ 


Frank’s Place-Pacific Fish (10020-101 
A Ave., 422-0282) Situated 1/2 block 
from Churchill Square and Summer 
Festival Funl! An extensive Italian and 
seafood menu and friendly efficient 
service ensure a return visit. $ -$$$ 


Giovanni's Restaurant (10130-107 St., 
426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a song- 
featuring Giovanni himself when he 
breaks into a heart-stopping aria. $$ 


Il Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with 
fresh imaginative dishes. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas 
such as fettuccine alfredo to dishes 
such as steak Diane. 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983 
& 10310-103 St., 424-8657) Real 
food, real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 
Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations. $ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425-0960) 
In the heart of Little Italy, serves deli- 
cious authentic Italian fare. $$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (1061 2- 
82 Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) 
Authentic Italian cooking. Tantalizing 
appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220- 
103 St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of 
spaghetti served with their patented 
thick, tasty sauce. $$ 


Tony Roma's (11730 Jasper Ave., 488- 
1971) Great barbecue chicken and ribs 
with lots of food on your plate. $$ 


Zenari’s on 1st (10117-101 St., 425- 
6151) Eniey eclectic italian food in an 
intimate funky atmosphere. Dinner or 
drinks - featuring live jazz every week- 
end. Wheelchair accessible. $ 


JAPANESE 


Furasato (10012-82 Ave., 439-1335) 
Cozy Restaurant featuring a choice 
selection of meals from the Land of 
the Rising Sun. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) 
The oldest Japanese restaurant in 
Edmonton for a good reason. $ 
Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) 
Good affordable sushi and other 
authentic specialities on Whyte Ave. 





Small plates, large plates... 


A dish for every taste and every appetite... 
The Manor Café—consistently rated as one of 
Edmonton's best eating establishments. 





MALAYSIAN 


The Library Bistro & Bar (11113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Enjoy our new spicy, 
exotic dishes from Singapore.Go “§ 
downstairs to experience placid 
ambiance in our Lounge. $ 


MEXICAN 


Julio”’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy 
neighbourhood, perfect for your next 
fiesta. $ 


Lone Star Cafe (11811 jasper Ave., 
488-4330) Canada’s only authentic 
Texas Restaurant. $$ 


Senor Frog's (10045-109 St., 429- 
FROG) Good food in a party mood! 
Restaurant Bar & Grill. Innovative 
Mexican cuisine. $ 


PASTRY SHOP 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 
9312) Quality french breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
an specialty coffee. $ 


PIZZA 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433- 
3865) Neatly tucked away on Whyte, 
offers tasty slices every time. Best 
Pizza Edmonton Journal, 1996, 97; 
Edmonton Journal 4-star rating. Take 
advantage of their free delivery. $$ 


Miami Pizza (8424-109 St., 433- 
0723 or 433-7733) Delivering savou 
pizza since 1985, offers both round 
crust and square deep-dish pizza. 
Dine in, free delivery, $2 take-out dis- 
count. Full menu at www.miami 
pizza.net. $ 


Park Lounge & Sports Bar (Franklin’s 
Inn, 2016 Sherwood Dr., Sherwood 
Park. 467-1234) “More than worth 
the trip.” Sherwood Park's best pizza 
for over 15 years. Unbelievable daily 
specials to complement our full 
menu! $-$$ 


Pharos Pizza (8708-109 St., 433- 
5205) World famous pizza since 
1970. Made with fresh ingredients 
and no preservatives. Try our Popeye, 
it’s our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. $ 


PUBS 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103°8 
St. & Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd 
Level; West Edmonton Mall near 
Entrance #8) Your comfort spot, with 
a great selection of British favourites— 
appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British & Canadian 
beer and single-malt scotch. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., 
Mayfield Inn & Suites Hotel) 
Comfortable, cozy after-hours enter- 
tainment. ’60s-'80s music at its very 
best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 
424-7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom 
martinis, 15+ single-malt scotch col- 
lection, evening steak sandwich spe- 
cials and selection of craft beers all in 
an environment conducive to relax- 
ation! $-$$ <3 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or e-mail 
listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline Is 3 pm Friday. 


isplays/Museums 


THE ALBERTA ASSOCIATION OF REGIS- 
TERED NURSES MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES 11620-168 St., 453-0534.A 
new permanent display honouring the 
contributions of Canada’s nursing sisters 
during the Second World War. Includes 
Broeen! albums and RcgisBblesy uni- 
forms, medals and artifacts. Ongoing. 8:30 
am-4:30 pm Mon-Fri. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km North 
on Hwy 60, 987-3054. Authentic Japanese 
garden, nature trail, 80 acres of connected 
gardens. 


EDMONTON SPACE & SCIENCE CEN- 
TRE 451-3344. IMAX Theatre, Margaret 
Zeidler Star Theatre; Exhibit Galleries, live 
science demonstrations. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK 496-8787. 
Costumed interpreters, steam train rides, 
streetcar rides, 1920s miniature golf, 
antique vehicles, 1846 fur trading fort, 
Panes SHO Pits: *Dec. 16-23: Christmas 

‘eflections: Horse-drawn sleigh in the 
evening and see Fort Edmonton ablaze 
with lights, bonfires, and warm nostalgia. 
Stop for Chirstmas carols, a Magic Lantern 
Show and make simple crafts. TIX: $8 
adult, $5 kids adv, *Dec 19-22 (7-9 pm): 
Neveu Noel: Enjoy musical and theatri- 
cal entertainment at Rowand House. Adv. 
TIX: $8 adult, $5 kids. 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM Kinsmen Park, 
1901 House, Walterdale Hill, 496-2966. 
TIMBER TO TOWNSHIPS: John Walter and 
the lumber Industry at the turn of the cen- 
tury. Dec. 17-18 & 22-23 & 26-29 Slee 
9:30 pm): Candlelight Christmas: Celtic 
harp music by the McDades and musical 
comedy by the River Valley Players. TIX: 
3$11/person. 


THE LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT 
MUSEUM FOUNDATION Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave., 421-9943 
Two galleries dedicated to the history of 
Edmonton’s own infantry regiment. 
Pictures, documents and artifacts depicting 
all aspects of spar dle training and over- 
seas service. Open TUE-FRI. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Ave., 422-1970. Archives and Museum 
located along the river valley on the 
Heritage Trail. Stroll in the Victorian-era 
Park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert 
Place, 5 St. Anne St., St. Albert, 459-1528. 
ein Sickness and In Health: the Dramatic 





History of Medical Care in St. Albert. On 
display until Dec. 27, 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St., 
496-8755. STAR OF LIGHT: Three giant 
poinsetta trees take centre stage in this 
Sasol display of festive colour. Until jan. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845- 102 Ave., 453-9100, 453-9131, 
www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. *1st SUN of 
ea month, 1-4 pm: Aboriginal Performers, 
See lounge or learning circle. ¢3rd SUN 
of ea month, 1-4 pm: A\ onctoah Artisans: 
Learning circle, Syncrude Gallery. *Every 
SAT, 3 pm, Aboriginal Videos, Learnin 
Circle, Syncrude Gallery. eSUN 19: Raberta 
Badry-demonstrating beadwork. «SYN- 
CRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 
GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 gen- 
erations, people of the past and present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit. *8UG ROOM: 
Permanent live invertebrate display. © RISE 
OF THE BLACK DRAGON: Through artifacts 
and video footage of recent arch. investi- 
ations, traces the history of northeastern 
hina and its people over 6,000 years. 
Featuring artifacts from Heilongjiang 
Province, China which have never been 
viewed outside Asia. Until Jan. 9, 2000. 
*BIG BEAR FAIR: THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
TEDDY BEAR PARTY: Teddy bears and toys 
from all over the world. Until Feb. 21. 
Open 9 am-S pm daily. TIX: Special prices 
during this exhibition: $8.50 adult; $5.50 
senior; $5 youth (7-17); kids 6 and under 
free; $20 family. Closed on Dec. 24-25. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 
427-3995. Costumed interpreters recreate 
daily household activities. Gpen 10 am-6 
pm, TIX: $2 adults, $1.50 youth/senior, $5 
amily, kids 6 & under free. 


VALLEY ZOO 13315 Buena Vista Rd., 496- 
6911. Combining the fun of nursery 
rhymes with the beauty of animals. 9:30 
am-6 pm. 


ids stuff 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Avenue, 
496- 7090. SAT 18 (2 pm): Christmas Tree 
Decorating Party, all ages. 


CANDY CANE LANE 148 St., between 
100 Ave to 92 Ave. Until jan. 2, 2000, 6 
yu 1 pm: Donate to the Edmonton Food 

ank non-perishable foods: peanut butter, 
skim milk powder, brown beans, canned 
fish or meat, pasta and soup. 


CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 


Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castledowns Rd., 
496-1804. SAT 18 (2 pm): 6-10 yr olds, 
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Who Forted? 


If you’ve ever wondered what's so all- 
fired great about an old-fashioned 
Christmas, anyway, you'll want to hie 
yourself posthaste to Fort Edmonton 
Park, where they're doing everything 
they can to keep old-time Yuletide tra- 
ditions alive. On Sunday, December 
19, you can visit a recreation of the 
home of one of Edmonton’s early pio- 
neers, where you will be invited to 
sing carols, make crafts, watch a spe- 
cial “magic lantern show” and visit 
Father Christmas. The only thing that 
won't reflect the 19th century are the 
ticket prices; admission is $5 for adults 
and $2.50 for children. 

You can venture even father 
back in time during the Park’s 
“Voyageur Noel” event, which runs 
from 7-9 p.m., December 19-22. 
Guides will usher you from the Fort’s 
wooden gates to cozy Rowand 
House, where, inside those candlelit 
confines, you'll enjoy musical and 
theatrical entertainment that reflects 
the hearty, pioneering lifestyle of the 
coureurs de bois. (Hopefully, they'll 
remove the reindeer pelts from the 
walls before the kiddies arrive.) Tick- 
ets ($8 for adults, $5 for children) 
must be purchased in advance by 
calling 496-8772. 


Army fatigue 


According to Captain Brian Venables 
of the Salvation Army, “There is noth- 
ing that brings the spirit of the season 
to the hearts of people like the com- 
ing together of family and Christmas 
caroling.” (Actually, most people 
probably associate the season with 
the coming together of family and 
Christmas quarreling, but no matter.) 
As a way of thanking its supporters 
and, well, simply because the Salva- 
tion Army loves ap ty, they're hold- 
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ing their annual free—we emphasize, 
free—Christmas concert, “Thank You 
Everyone!”, at the jubilee Auditoriums 
Sunday, December 19 at 7 p.m. 

The show will include perform- 
ances by the Salvation Army’s Tim- 
brelist Brigade (bringing their 
inimitable style to “Jingle Bell Rock”) 
and the Salvation Army Edmonton 
Temple Band and Choir. It'll be an 
evening of rousing Christmas music, 
and everyone who comes is invited to 
sing along. But take note: even 
though the Royal Canadian Artillery 
Band will be onstage, the “sing- 
along” theme doesn’t mean you can 
bring along weapons of your own. 


Tweet revenge 


It was a shameful day for Edmonton: 
in December of 1998, our fair city, 
who had mustered the greatest num- 
ber of participants in the North Ameri- 
can Christmas Bird Count every year 
since 1986... it’s hard to even sum- 
mon the words... Jost the title to 
North Bay, Ontario. 

The Christmas Bird Count is held 
every year across the continent; its a 
handy tool for ornithological societies 
to keep tabs on bird populations and 
gives the hobby of birdwatching 
some extra cachet at least one day 
out of the year. 

But who cares about any of that? 
Our city’s pride is at stake! Anyone 
with an interest in birds, from experi- 
enced birders to mere fledglings, is 
invited to attend the Bird Count at 
John Janzen Nature Centre on 
December 19. (Don’t worry: neo- 
phytes will be paired up with the 
pros. And make sure you register first 
by calling 496-2925.) So, if it’s the 
Christmas Bird Count, do you get 
extra points for spotting calling birds? 


Turtle doves? O if ES. 
a 






Onetime Edmonton resi- 
dent Rob Ross is so easygo- 
ing, it’s hard to see how he 
ever found the gumption to 
leave town, move to Toron- 
to and become a successful 
standup comic and comedy 
writer (for Open Mike with 
Mike Bullard). “| was still 
writing jokes in the dressing 
room,” he says of his special 
Local Boy, which airs on the 
Comedy Network Sunday, 
December 19. The one-hour 
special, full of barbs about 
Canadian icons from Jean 
Chrétien to Jurgen Gothe 
and Tina Srebotnjak, may 
be his last for some time, 
however. “| love doing 
short, 15-minute sets,” he 
says. “Any longer and | 
olin diusl-t we [tal diate Key i 
bored.” 


Christmas Craft. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sg., 422-6223. *CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY: Sicur UNSEEN: Tim Folkmann. 
Until Jan. 2000. *Every SUN (1-4 pm): 
Something on Sundays. 


EDMONTON MUSICAL THEATRE Wilbeck 
Building, Lower Floor, 10835-124 St., 455- 
3353. Adult & Junior (8-14 yrs) musical 
Theatre classes-fall & winter. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE Market & Meeting 
Place, 9142-118 Ave., 471-9125. Last SAT 
ea. month: The Time Flies-music for kids of 
all nae SAT 18 (11:30-1:30 pm): 
Childrens Musical Entertainers: The Time 
Flies. Donation. 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St., 426- 
4180. Kids classes: for the fall classes call 
for info. 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 Ave., 
496-1806. SAT 18 (2 pm): Christmas 
Decorating-all ages. pre-register. 


LONDONDERRY LIBRARY 110 
Londonderry Mall, 137 Ave., 66 St., 496- 
1814. SAT 18 (10:30 am): Puppets! 
Puppets! Puppets! 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY 601 Mill Woods 

Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. SAT 18 
(2-3 pm): (5 Yrs+), Christmas Treasure: make 
a special Christmas craft. pre-register. 


PENNY MCKEE LIBRARY 3210-118 Ave., 
496-7839. SAT 18 (2 pm): 6-12 yr olds, the 
Christmas Craft Corner. 


PROFILES GALLERY #110 Grandin Park 
Plaza, 22 Sir Winston Churchill Ave., St. 
Albert, 460-4310. Every SAT (1-4 pm): 
drop-in and explore themes relating to 
monthly exhibits. SAT 18: Cookies 
by...You! Paint your own shortbread cook- 
ies for yourself or Santa. 


SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town Centre, 
2331-66 St., 413-6971. ©Story Time: FRI 17 
(10:30 am): Dorothy-Ann Haug. SAT 18 
(11 am): Linda Grass. plead pin: Susan 
pices *Family Crafts: SAT 18 (11:30 
am): Make paper snowflakes, #(2:30 pm): 
Youth Writing Club. All activities are free. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Se cls 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. SAT 18 (10 
am & 2 pm): Wintertime Puppet Show-all 
ages. 


THE TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. Set in the origi- 
nal Old Strathcona Telephone Exchange 
Building (1912). 


VALLEY ZOO 133 Buena Vista Rd. (87 
Ave.), 496-6911. Open every day, indoor 
and outdoor exhibits. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Ave., 496-1830. SAT 18 (2:30 pm): Puppet 
Rumpus-all ages. 


ectures/Meetings 


MULTLIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY 
Victory Centre, 11203-70 St., 452-4661. 
*Second and last THU of every month a 
support group for spouse and partners of 
people who live with Multiple Sclerosis. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NETWORK- 
ING GROUP Edmonton Chamber of 
Commerce, 600, 10123-99 St., W. door, 
426-4620. FRI 17 (6:45 am): Magician 
Robert Lang-A Little Bit of Xmas Magic. $1. 


PROXY Beulah Alliance Church, 17504-98 
A Ave., 486-4010, ext. 322, *Every SAT, 7 
pm: Young Adult Community meeting to 
develop Christ-centered community and 
learn by facing situations (18-30 yr old 
Spiritual seeker), 


TOASTMASTERS MEETING sWestridge, 
Wolf Willow poauy Club Community 
League Hall, 505 Wolf Willow Rd., jerry @ 
472-4911, Every TUE (7:15-9:15 pm): 
Communication, personal growth and 
leadership. Listening skills, Gi rae 
feedback, public speaking abilities done in 
a friendly environment, two-hour weekly 
neeurce No charge for guests. «Metronet 
Tower, 7th Fl, 444-4389 (evenings). Every 
TUES (noon): conquer your fear o public 
speaking. *Telecommunicators 

oastmaster. Downtown, 450-3653. Scared 
aay of public speaking? Join the Club! 

D, noon. 


TRUC LAM BUDDHIST MONASTERY 
11328-97 St. *Every FRI, 6:30-7:30 pm. 





Learn Buddhist meditation and relaxation 
techniques. Free, non-denominational 
Classes taught in English. 


VISUAL LINKS 200, 5041 Calgary Trail N., 
413-3197. Meetings every WED, 7:30- 
8:30 pm, How to make money on the 
Internet. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 429-1992, ext. 238. 
Tours of the concert hall. Learn about the 
architecture, acoustics and backstage facili- 
ties. 


| iterary 


LA PIAZZA 10458 Whyte Ave., 433- 
3512. *Every TUES night: Open Mike with 
new host Shane. Poetry, prose, music, 
comedy... 


ORLANDO BOOKS 10123-82 Ave., 
432-7633. Last THU each month, Women 
in the Arts Poetry Series. 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 3rd Fl. 
Boardroom, 496-7000. Edmonton 
Chapter of JASNA: Meet on the last SAT of 
ea month. 


ive comedy 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 2nd Fi., 10336 Jasper 
Ave., 421-7861. *Every SUN evening: 
Amateur Comedy Showcase, open mike, 
Pre- screening/auditions. *Every WED (8 
pm): Laff City. 

FARGOS 10307-82 Ave., 433-4526. *Every 
SUN: Live Yuk Yuk’s comedy night. 


IRON HORSE EATERY & WATERING 
HOLE 8101-103 St., 438-1907. *Every 
WED: Classic Comedy with the Atomic 
Improv Co, 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night host- 
ed by the Atomic Improv Co. 


pecial events 


AIDS AWARENESS *Abbotsfield Mall. The 
Awareness exhibit. Until Dec. 17. 


CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq. 
°496-8200. Dec (7 am-10 pm): Ice Rink 
Oo; seal Soon, South Plaza. Seb) Room, 
496-8200. until Dec. 17 (11:30-1:30 pm): 
Holiday Magic: School choirs and perform- 
ing Groues: *City Room, 462-4491. SUN 
19 (7:30-9:30 pm): Edmonton Life 
Enrichment Centre-celebrate the spiritual 
pee es of Christmas. *City Room, 
431-0202. THU 23 (11 am-2 pm): Blood 
Donor Clinic. 


EDMONTON BLOOD CENTRE 8249-114 
St., 431-8775,431-1122. SAT Vea erste 
FRI 24 (8am-2 pm): Donate blood an 
enjoy the annual Family Brunch event. 
Santa at 11 am. Appointments required for 
SAT, Dec. 18, FRI, Dec. 24 drop-in donors 
welcome. 


HOLIDAY HELP «Mustard Seed Church, 
10635-96 St., 426-5600. Every SUN, 5-6 
m, in Dec. *Festival Place, Sherwood 
ark, 467-1580. #424-2398. FRI 17 (noon): 
Operation Friendship (seniors 55+) 
Christmas Dinner. WED 22 (noon): 
Operation arlene Dip Geni 55+). 
*Sacred Heart Parish Church basement, 
10821-96 St., 478-7386, SAT 25 (11 am-3 
pm): Boyle Street Christmas Dinner. 
*Edmonton Convention Centre, 988-5433. 
SAT 25 (5 pm): Victory Christian Centre. 


MISERICORDIA HOSPITAL beat 87 
Ave, 170 St, 988-3747. THU 16 (7:30 pm): 
Candlelight Service-non-denominational 
service hosted by ParentCare. 





ports ral aes 


HORSE RACING Northlands, 471- 
7379. *Daily: Northlands Simucast Racing. 
eLive harness racing Wed-Sat, 6 pm. 
; NES RRS 
SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Continued from previous page 


U OF A Pandas Ice Hockey: MON 20- 
WED 22: Pandas Hockey Christmas 
Tournament, NC. 


ariety 


ANIMAL HOUSE EATERY 17502 Stony 
Plain Rd., 489-4826. *Every SUN, Met- 
Rx™-—Pancake Breakfast. Food for the fit: 
protein enriched, 10 am-2 pm. 


ASCENDANT BOOKS 124 St. SAT 18 (2- 


4 pm): Featuring: Cryptic Mandala-board 
game. 


CLUB DU SOLEIL Silver Slipper, 988- 
4144. SAT 18 (8 pm): Christmas Dance. 


PLAYER'S BAR & GRILL 4211-206 St., 
434-2100, *Every THU (8 pm): Ski & 
Snowboarding Industry Night. 


orkshops 


124 ART SCHOOL 10240-124 St, Gallery 
124, 488-4575. Individual and group class- 
es in wood carving, visual design, photog- 
raphy, computer graphics. Calf Ross 
CASTLE DOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castledowns Rd. 
MON 13 (7 pm): Freenet Demonstration 
and training. pre-register 414-5656. 

THE CITADEL THEATRE SCHOOL 428- 
2113. Classes for youth (4-12 yrs); classes 


for teens (13-18 yrs); Classes for adults (19 
ate Winter Term; SAT, jan 8-Mar. 18 or 
on-Thu; Jan, 3-6-Mar. 20-23. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq., 422-6223. Adults Only! 
Drop-in art for the absolutely terrified (or 
the tiny bit timid) 


HOPE FOUNDATION 492-1222 www.ual 
bera.ca/hope. A U of A research tre 
programs for people whose hope is down 
Counselling and workshops. 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 424-4237. FRI 10. 
SUN 12: Sugar Plum Workshop presented 
by Citie Ballet. Ballet classes— intermediate 
adv/ pre-elementary/ elementary by Mikko 
Nissinen. Juniors (5-8 yrs) & Grades, (9-12 
yrs) by the artistic staff of Alberta Ballet. 

LA CITE FRANCOPHONE Rm 48, 8527 rue 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St.), 469-0399 
*Every THU, 7-9 pm: Drop-in French con- 





versation, free for students and members 
yearly membership: $35; $25 
students/seniors; $45 family, 


MERRYWOOD DANCE & CREATIVE 
ARTS ACADEMY Romanian Hall, 9005 
132 Ave., 454-5005. Winter classes start 
Jan. 12-june 10, 2000, classes for the 3 yrs. 
to senior 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 


266. Adult and kid 









Saddleback Rd 
rt classes with 












val instruction, si lass sizes, 
the gallery. 
SOUTHGATE LIBRARY uthgat 
Shopping Centre, 496-1 THU 16-FRI 
17: Take the Terror out of Technology. pre 


register 496-14822 


THEATRE ZOCALO 9104-77 Ave., 466 
5322. A community theatre school 
Theatre arts instruction for kids and adults 
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Classifieds 


Call (780)426-1996 
*Fax (780)426-2889 


*e-mail >office@vue.ab.ca< 


*Come in person 3rd floor, 
Empire Building, 307, 
10080 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, AB. 


*For more information 
or frequency discounts 
please call 426-1996. 





Classifieds 


Deadline for classified advertising is 3:00 p.m. Monday before publication 





FREE* FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acing troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 
words subject to regular price or cruel editing. Free 
ads must be submitted in pains in person or by 
fax. Duplicate ads will not be published, Saale by 
mistake. Free ads will not be taken over the phone. 
Free ads will run for two weeks, if you require an ad 
to be renewed or cancelled please phone or fax the 
Classified department,Please, fax your ad to 426- 
2889, or drop it off at the Empire Building, 307, 
10080 Jasper Avenue. Deadline is 3:00 PM the 
Monday before publication. Placement will depend 
upon available space. 


artists to artists 


A Country/Country rock 4-piece band, ener- 
getic, wants to busy full-time on the road. Need 
an energetic pusnanes who would. Promo packs 
avail. e-mail t_mmlady@hotmail.com 

nat216 





CALL FOR ARTISTS for a Public Art 
Commission: Mural Project at Hostelling 
International Edmonton. Contact Heather @ 
988-6836. 

- nat209 


ACTORS required: Edmonton Regional One Act 
Drama Festial. February 4-5, 2000. For audi- 
tions, contact Mike @ 487-8711 

na1209 


Senior Revue is seeking retired gentleman who 
can sing with some dance ability and who is 
dedicated. if interested, please call: Rita 475- 


na1209 





Are you the next Tom Green or Peter Hill? Artist 
video compilation seek actors to insult and play 
proctical jokes on people. L/M 472-2487 








nal209 


CALL TO MOVIEMAKERS for submissions into 
the 2000 Misfit Short Film & Video Festival pre 
sented by the UoiA Film Zone. 20 min max., no 
other restrictions. Deadline: by Apr. 14, 2000, 4 
pm. Fest. date; May 6, 2000. Info: www.ualber 
ta.ca/~filmzone or lv msg at 780-970-0525 
nat202 


CALL FOR AUDITIONS: Actors and Acresses needed 
for roles in low-budget independent feature. For more 
info call: 619-0624 





nat202 





FAVA presents Video Noodle House, a comprehen- 
sive hands-on workshop on the creative uses of video. 
No experience necessary, starts Jan. 15. Ph 429-1671 
for info. 

—nateo2 





NXNE: Music Festival & Industry Conference 
Toronto, Ontario June 8-10, 2000. Call for 
Entries. Deadline Jan. 14, 2000. www.nxne.com 

na t04 


Contemplate the object of your desire. Head and 
shoulders are required for an exciting new photo 
pehecy entitled “Chain Letter”, by Edmonton Artist 

avid LaRiviere. Ph. 423-1492 for info 
______na}104(2m0s) 


Call to Artists, THE WORKS: A Visual Arts 
Celebration, Downtown Edmonton AB. 15th 
Anniversary Festival June 23-July 5, 2000. Accepting 
exhibition proposals trom professional, emerging stu- 
dent artists, solo/group. Deadline Jan. 24, Bob. Ph 
780-426-2122 www.theworks.ab,ca 


matin 


IMAGINE 2000 offers Western Canadian High School 
Students the Chance at $200,000 in Media 
Scholarships. Students in Grades 11 & 12 across BC, 
AB, Sask & Man., are invited to enter creative projects 
in a variety of disciplines, Deadline : Apr. 27, 2000. 
Info Ph Shelley Hilliard, 1-800-661-1885 
www,arischool.com. 





: atti} 
Interested in Phot ? Images Alberta Camera 
Club-Meetings Ble pei ath THU ea month 
Info: Ph Sheila 469-9776/Mufty 452-6224 


0823 





ctory 
Professional Services Directory 


Market Place 
Servi 


musicians available 


Experienced singer looking for band. Cover/orig., 
top 40, alt./metal. Prefer working, management 
situation. 25-33 yrs. Ph Joh. Days 434-1402 
evngs 983-2855 


nai216 





Singer/songwriter/guitarist seek other future 
Fock stars, ages 16-23, start best hard rock/metal 


band of the next decade. Dave 432-5533 
nat216 


Flamenco guitarist wants to meet other musi- 
cians to jam with and even join a band, 
Emmanuel 424-6583 

nat i2s 


musicians wanted 


Wanted: serious dedicated drummer for progres. 
sive rock band. Covers & originals. Call Alex @ 
490-1524 or Mitch @ 461-2041 


nal216 


Guitar pave needed for part time country/rock 
band. Ph or fax 475-5946 

nai209 
Guitarist: want someone jam and learn with lead 
guitar player Edward 483-7520 





ra1203 





nxne north by northeast 2000: Music festival and 
industry conference, Toronto,, Ontario, June 8-10, 
2000. Call for Entries. xxx.nxne.com download the 























application 
SSS a i: ai209 
Centrafuge seeks versatile drummer able to play 
blues, funk and hard rock. Call Dan at 425-3231 

; pai209 
Cool 2nd guitarist sought. We are a top western 


Canadian Reavy alt. band with major label offer, 
you are a pro, with pro image, gear & attitude. 953 
6045 








Lead singer required for established classic rock 
ind r&b band, Steve @ 440-5082 
131209 





We need keys, We are a top western Canadian 
heavy all, band with major label offer. You are a pro 
with great sounds, gear & attitude. 953-0045 





nai20g 


Wanted: Aspiring female vocalist or singer/song- 
writer for musical collaboration. | have: rehearsal 
space, production experience, recording budget 


Jason 447-1816. 














Seeking 20 year vetran singer for intown gigs. Rock/blues. 
Must be willing to rehearse. 461-1774 aller 5 pm. 
nal2o2 


Wanted: Drummer, bass player & lap steel for original 
band. Serious inquiries only, Ph Shane 452-3468 
__nat2ig 





Bass player wanted for country/rock band. Ph or 
fax 475-5946 

at . . na208 
Bass player needed to complete hot local 
cover/original band. Vocals an asset, we have gigs 
Mike 4645677, Ryan 450-6303 : 


__ naib 


Experienced Dj required for hard-working hard 
rock/rap band *Defeat. Vocals an asset, but not nec 
Must be committed, with team-oriented attitude. 
Call Sid 984-4660 

nat209 





Singer/songwriter w/keys or cela required for 

cover/original band. Derrick 929-1264 

= a = Z ___nat20e 

Female vox & durmmmer seeking fellow musicians to 

jam & gig top 40 pop rock cvr/originals. Ph Bs Oe 
ant, 








Are you a mature, female musician, who wants to 
collaborate with other women on originals? Joyce 
482-2293 


198251231 





Three lines for 


$11.35 


Print your copy legibly 
on lines provided. 
Up to 45 characters per line. 
rs ery letter, space or mark 
counts as one character. _ 
Allow one space following punctuation, 


Call (780)426-1996 

Fax (780)426-2889 

e-mail >office@vue.ab.ca< 

Cc i in 3rd, floor, 307, 
10080 Jager Avenue, Edmonton, AB. 


For more information or fequenny 
discounts please call 426-1996. 





Singer wanted for Heavy Metal original/cover 
band. 18-23 yrs with good vocal range. Pantera 
AIC, Sabbath, Ph Chris 451-0379, ope 2954 


Country-rock-pop female vocalist needed for 
steady working, well established act. Weeks & 
weekends. Send tape & picture and song list to 
128690-52 St Ed.AB. TSA OB6 780-475-995 

E 



















bands wanted 
Bands wanted for the first city-wide band com the 
new millennium, the second week of January fee: $40, 
enter ASAP, contact Paul 484-9100. 





music instruction 


MODAL MUSI€ INC. 
466-3116 


Music Instruction for guitar, mandolin, banjo, bass, 
drums, flute, recorder, Irish tin ane 
and bodhran. Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, quality music instruction since 
1981 


FREE INTRODUCTORY MEETING 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


















VW/0226-(nov-dec)- 9399 


help wanted 


Protect the grizzly 

Work with CPAWS in Edmonton t 
grizzly in and around Jasper N 
Call Cora @ 432-096 





vwizié 





Web Help Needed 








Need 3 youth (18-30) to work on screentrade 
canada.com website, Must be compu 
sant and read French. Job starts Nov 2 
webmaster@screentradecanada.com _for 








more info 





to assist with dassr 
san 422-726} 


CAP Headstart seek volunte 











433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 











Employed Adults Living With Serious Chronic 














Illness: Have you been employed while living 
with serious chronic illness? If so, a U of A 
research ke to interview you anonymous 

lly by telephone or by email, For 





and co 


fo visit the study website: http//www.yalbs 
hronic/ To inquire about the study or 










yppointment ph. 492-755 





naitie 


Edmonton Meals on Wheels 
Adopt-a Senior for seniors in need 
3 buys a turkey dinner for one 

21 sponsors mei 


1999 






a gift ¢ al subsidies for a week 
nior for a full 30 days 


For more info call 429-2020. 





a gilt of $90 sponsors a 


FILM ANIMATION 
TELEVISION STUDIO 
CARTOON DRAWING 


Children's Workshops (6-14 yrs.) 
begins January for @ weeks (12 hrs.) 
at Lessard & Jasper Place Libraries 
im English & Friench 
Certified teacher 
Fee discount if registered before Dec. 3! 
Registration deadline: Jan. 14 
484-0064 


VW1200-1216 (2 wks) 


Youth ages 1B 50 24 
Free computer training, 
19w To use the ret 
the internet for education 
career information 
*create a portfolio for future Career success 
Drop-In for one-on-one instruction 
4 59 














ive Learning Program 
john Howard Society 








travel 


TRAVEL-teach English: 5 day/40 hr Mar. 15-19, 
TESOL teacher certification course (or by corre. 
spondence). 1,000’s of jobs available NOW. 
FREE information package, 780-438-5704. 
¥6/0319'0506/0614/1120,2000 






studio space 


Private Westend Studio Space. Now lower rates 
accommodating 4-5 piece bands, Clean 24 hr 
ey Will consider sub leasing, Call Mel @ 
441-0302 

vwoss999 





0 place your ad In 
Vue Weekly Classifieds 


Ph. 426-1996, or e-mail: office@vug.ab.ca 


HEADLINE (MAX, 20 CHARACTERS) 











EXTRA LINE 


Little Extras... 
Q Headline $1.90 
O Extra Line $3.15 
Q BoxAd $3.80 
Q SYMBOLS $3 each 
4 of of 
Bb a2 ®© 








eo ee a 


furniture 
For Sale 


pad $30 stg S100 ca. = 


api eed es pai 
Dpesscraestesa 4 pass saeves,imits 
pag 80 

ofa Bel 


pad $10 / asin SS LL. 


Call 487-8100 
for inf 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
A.A. CAN HELP —424-5900 





ALIS 
tatto services 





S 1 Se © 28, * IN 


_— 
Body Art for Women 
CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 


Baw 















After School Mania 


1.5 hrs commitment per week 
Contact Tammy at 
476-9622 (ext. 228) YMCA 








ups... 

Line total $ 11.35 
Extras: $ 
Symbols: $ 

Subtotal:$ 

XX weeks: $ 

7% GSE § 2 e 

TOTAL: $__ 
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Jailhouse rocks 


Dear Sasha: About two years ago, | 
saw an advertisement for “Penpals,” 
and there was a woman who caught 
my eye, so | started writing her. 
After a while, | flew down to the 
States to see her and we fell in love. 


Ber the last year and a half, we've - 


been talking on the phone and writ- 
ing letters and I’ve been flying down 
to visit her. But about six weeks ago 
she stopped phoning. Why haven't | 
called her? Well, she’s a “guest of 
the state” in an American prison. 
She is currently in a mixed halfway 
house and works in the community 
during the day. She works long 
shifts, but then again, we're all busy 
and short on time. And since she 
was moved to the halfway house, 
she had been calling at least once or 
twice a week. | know her father died 

shout eight weeks ago and she was 
caught writing to her brother. (Her 
brother is also incarcerated, and in 
the U.S. a prisoner cannot write or 
phone another prisoner.) It is entire- 
ly possible that her guards have 
imposed a phone/letter lockdown to 
punish her. 

After about a month of not hear- 
ing from her, | tracked down her work 
number and called her. She talked to 
me for about two minutes, said she 
had to get back to work and would 
call that night. It’s two weeks later, 
and still no call. I’ve found in this 
woman many qualities never seen and 
she is a real sweetheart. At the same 
me, | have my dignity and a life to 
get on with. Should | consider myself 
“dumped”? —RicHarD 


Dear Richard: When people are in 
prison, often one of the only pleas- 
ures they have is writing to some- 
one. One of my girlfriends was in the 
clink for a spell and she really appre- 
ciated mail and phone calls. These 
relationships take on a great deal of 
meaning when the mundanities of 
prison life mean there is little else to 
look forward to. It is entirely possible 
that since she’s gotten a little more 
freedom, she has rethought your 








role in her life. Perhaps the fact that 
you cared for her despite her crimi- 
nal past appealed to her. Don’t feel 
duped or used. If you’ve never been 
to prison, you can never understand 
how powerless it can make you 
feel—nor how regaining your free- 
dom can change you. She may feel 
overly beholden to your kindness, 
and is avoiding you out of resent- 
ment. | suggest you write her a letter 
explaining that you understand this, 
and see where it goes from there. It 
may take some of the pressure off 
her, 


Spankers aweigh 


Dear Sasha: | love spanking, giving or 
receiving. | don’t have to do it every 
time | have sex, but it really makes the 
whole thing hotter if | can. Most 
women will humour me to a point, 
but what | would really like to meet is 
someone who is into the same thing. 
My question is, what kinds of women 
are likely to be into this? | don’t mean 
women into the “scene”—most of the 
folks | find there are waaaaay too seri- 
ous about kink and kind of creep me 
out. If | go on a date, can you tell me 
what to look for in conversation or 
body language (i.e., what hints to 
drop, etc.)? —Spank Dube 


Dear Spank Dude: Let me see if I’ve 
got this straight. You want to find a 
girl who's into spanking and being 
spanked but you don’t want to go to 
any S&M parties to find her because 
the people there creep you out. In 
other words, like Groucho Marx said, 
“| wouldn’t want to join any club that 
would havé someone like me as a 
member.” 

| think it’s really hard to tell what 
people are into unless you go ahead 
and ask them—and often they'll lie or 
hedge because they don’t want to 
give the wrong impression. Nothing 
gets a first date off on the wrong foot 
quite like telling her the details of 
your bestiality club meetings. 

On the other hand, fetish parties 
have become pretty mainstream late- 
ly. | will admit to finding the first few 
such parties | went to ludicrous in 
their solemnity (there was almost a 
Trekkie-like atmosphere to them, 
with everyone identifying heavily 
with-very particular roles) but now 
I've actually stopped going to them. 
Not because I’m a snob, mind you; 
I'm just afraid of running into my 
grandmother. © 


= = ° 


* volunteers volunteers : volunteers 


(natal ess can afte! peng a a apes trv a wats af ie. VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED Aggregate Society of Visual Arts Edmonton: 








Ualantoars are weeded tu wart Ua tie Cad Program. to canvass for the : seeking volunteers to assist in the 
Raa meal a reraten! rye Western Canada Wilderness Committee. production of a major visual art exhibition. 
-lapenaat progran ztintes Influence people, circulate environmental Info call Diane 471-5731 or 
flare ireet cata! wilh Clod oxmbers petitions. Sell 2000 calendars and memberships e-mail @ aggregate@compusmart.ab.ca 
-{ocuerage aud taka social and recreational sts of Cad armers Ph Nick 420-1001, 2-5 pm - na021 
Seu al (4420 —— = Say 
nat2i6 To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 1 





Phone 426-1996 for more info. 







adult classifieds 


ARE YOU SINGLE? 







Get it Tonight! 
Instant live phone conversant with hot 
Visit the Newest Meeting Place Edmonton gay men. All live, all the time, Call 

Winikid: Dreamifatescore for your free membership. 413-7144 
wwio2soro7/2000 






To place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 











VV Co999/CL 










CARLA 


SLIM, BUSTY 
curvaceous beauty available for 
out call massage 


945-1798 






UC #128225 












VW1209-23 (3 wks) 


Thai, slim beauty 
available for out calls 


719-5603 


LIC # 128225 
¥W1209-23 (3 wks) 

















° 
Tina 
Sexy and young 
one great lady 
available for 
out call massage 


945-3384 


___VW1104-1209-1230 (4.4 wis) 


CONNECT 









Edmonton’s largest... 











Have you called this month? 





& 
¥ 















gon to 10PM 
Wed to Sat 
12 Noon to £2 Midnite 
10121-124 Street 
Phone 452-7743 | 






Edmonton (J80] 413-3592 


Try it free. Key in free trial code: 8520 

















is willing, the 


=e) es 


VTi] Mi xe)i(e))s 


(780) 702-2222 .< 


ChitChat 


| a (= em O-r- 11 | 


OF SS tC FL ee ied a een ee 
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FREE 


Meet Someone New 
In The Next 5 Minutes 


-ON-1 LIVE 
CONNECTIONS . 


or just have fun on the phone! 


ee AVS 
PREE FREE TR 


418-3636 418-4646 


The GrapeVine assumes no liability if meeting through this service and does not pre-screen callers. Free focal call, long distance charges may apply OUTSIDE Edmonton. Must be 18+. 
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| dust press play to party! = 


ot? Saas rea 


Louie Louie — 
What | Like About 
We Like To Party 


and much more! 


MILLENNIUM HOUSE PARTY 
Various Artists , 


eee 


WORSE UUSLE Hor Your 


Downtown Edmonton: |0232 10éth Stree! 424-6000 / Edmonton South: 3110 Calgary Trail South 433-6400 
Red Deer: 5239 53rd Avenue 340-0500 





